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Open prlmary
New rules anger voters

ICHIGAN'S presidential primary Is hls-
tory. The voters have spoken — and.
not just with their punch tools and le-
ver-fllpping fingers.

Some clectors made stalements by nol voting
in the March 17 closed primary. They said they'd .
skip it rather than reglster with {or declare for)a -
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Michigan has a long tradition of
open primaries. it seems to ka

BTEVE CANTRELL/stalt photogeaphier
what the people want. - - coe

SMART move

Keeping SMART operating. for another yoar

" must bo found. For an udi»lorln'lion the subject :

“political' party, something Lhey said was an.as-
sault on their privacy.

. Some vented thelr anger on hapless poll work-
ers and city officlals upon learning that they had
to ask for a parly ballot and then stick. to nm
chalce.

We're sorry for the all the guff the poll work-
ers had to take from disgruntled voters who re-
ally should have known the rules, even nmugh the
rules had changed for this primnry

On the other hand, we hope the natlonal Demo-

the open primary system. Michigan has a long
tradition of open prlmnriu It secms to be whnl
the people want.

We urge the state Legislature and smle parly
leaders to -pressure the 'paliopal Democratic
Parly to change the. systcm, or glve Mlchlgnn an,
exemptlon. -

VOTING IN the recent primary was a conlusv

" Republican, before 'Feb, 18- were "unable to
change. Democrats, or voters who filled out the
paperwork on election day, could choose aparty
at that time.

There were explanations In the pr& well be-
fore electlon day. Overall, however, the state and

new rules to the munlclpalities, where officlals’
run the elections — and deal with the voters,

The result was an unusual amount of grousing
and grumbling by clectors in the Farmington
area and elsewhere in Oakland County.

“They would not allow me to vote,” sald one of
several unhappy resldents who called Lhe Ob-

misscd vutlng for the first time In JD years.

OUTHEAST Michlgan must pay more for
mass transit,

: " But our mass transit system must be

and taxpayers — it serves.

SMART officlals will soon be visiting local
counclls and commissions, seeking support for a
new transit tax.

We' urge cnmmunily leaders to keep. their
minds open. -

Whether it's a sales tax or a property tax,
there's no question mass transit in our rcglon
cannot survive wilhout it.

much for mass translt, It's that wc ve tried to do
it on the cheap;

UNLIKE EVERY olher major melropolltan
area, our region has steadfastly refused to sup-
port its bus lines with a stable, reglonal tax.

We chose instead to depcnd upan gnvcrnment
granis and rider fares,

The result: Grants dried up, services wcrc ter-
minated and ridership declined.

So what, critics say, Metro Detrolt can survlvc
without mass-transit. Our region Is already heav-
ily dependent upon the automoblle, with a larger
number of people living ever-further from the
central clty, .

But far more people still live in Soulblicld and
Livonia than Brighton and Holly.

1f we are to curb urban sprawl — keeping ex-
IstIng businesses and nelghborhoods stable, keep-
Ing traffic fowing — vlnblc, dcpcndahle mass
transit is a must,

That is precisely what we dnn t have now,

MASS TRANSIT'S local hlswry has been n

then abandaned.

Despile 2  recently-announced reprlevc.
SMART wll] cease operating by mid-1993,

SMART’s shut down would mean Metro De-
troit would abandon mass transit at a tjme when
other reglons are expanding commuter services.

- Even such far-flung metro regions as Log An-
geles and San Dicgo are lnvullng in thelr mass
| transit systems.

often overlooked factor'in keeping older metro
areas alive,

SMART — the Suburban Mobility- Authority
for Regional Transporatlon — secks merger with
Detrolt transportation department bus lines.

Such o -move would save mlll[ons of dollnrs

-each year. :

-'until 1980. Since then, caucuses of one type or

cratle Party gets lhe message and goes back lo

: Party ‘leaders —. perhaps still smarting from

- closed system. A state court this year uphcld lhe

ing propositlon for some. Voters who registered

- they did in '72, they're simply sending govern. -

the parties did a poor jnb of communicating the . .

server to complain en clection day, He said'he -

Transﬂ costs
Keep an open mlnd on SMART,

more responslve to the communities — -,

The problem isn't that we've been pnylng too -

. representation frcm clty and suburbs, should be

herky-jerky thing ~- a story of services begun,

Likewise, stable iransit service has been a too- .

- Detrolt, at least not recently,

“They (poll workers) were all very nice ladles,
but when they asked me my party, I luld them, ‘1
don't care to tell you :

“With all the wackles in the world, 1% m :ll‘raid
to disclose anything like that."”

* It's our ‘understanding (hat 35 states have a
closed primary system, while just eight have
open- primaries, Michigan had an open system’

another have been used. Many state’ voters are
confused and Just aren't used to (hc new mullnc.

‘WE'VE BEEN told that national Dcmocratlc

1972 when Repubican crossover, votes helped
George. Wallace win the state Democratle pri--
mary ~ have pressured state Dems to adopt the

closed sys(em

There are many sound reasons lar rclumlng to
an open primary. A primary, like any eléction, is -
-a vehicle for voters to make a statement on how: -
they're governed. If they choose to cross over, as

ment a message — and making the political pro— J '
cesg more lnlerullng toboot. ..

A closed prlmary is justa lnllervdny exlcnslnn
- of ‘the old-smoke-filled room where declsions
‘were made without the benefit of much public
comment..The whole idea here Is to open the
process to as many people as possible, That just
isn't happening when folks stomp out of the poll-
ing plnce ralhnr lhan disclose a party affiliation,

_So pay allcnuon, party bosses’ and state offi-
clals, the voters have spoken. -

Wherher it's & sales taxora .
Prop erly tax, there's no q

was.the right lhing to do for our suburban
communities, but a more yermanem solution

B ccnnomy

sco the lower lett hand columns on this page.

© THE FUNDAMENTAL, upheaval
that will transform Michlgan's econ-
omy and politics for the remainder
of this century is this: Qur current
economy and- our political’ system
cannot produce the Fevenues needed

. tomeet the demands bclng placed on.

them.
The evidence: The 'state. hu\!gcl'

- shortfall this flscal year s now

‘pegged at $750 million; regardicas of -~
- when the recesslon ends, we can ex- °

* ‘pected contlnued enormous structur-

al. deflcits- between Lax Inccme and *°
‘government spending. -

Why? Compared to the rest o! the
country, Michigan has alipped.

Listen to Paul McCracken, profes-+
sor at the University of ‘Michigan -
Business School, former, chale of the -
President's'Couricli of Ecanomie Ad:

*. visors and’ all-around 'sensible: guy: ..
© Michlgan's share of {otal personal
- Income.in the U.S, dropped-from 5.1 °
* percent .n 1955 to 3.6 percent in:

w991, Clvillan employment in Michl-.
gan grew only 13.5 percent between
1976 and 1991 compared to a 31.6
percent {ncrease in jobs natlonally,
“The . basle problem we face,”
McCracken told the state Legisla-
ture carlicr this month, “Is that we

. lave 10 focus more on sirengthening -

* the worl

1*au) Courant, a UM professor of
veenomics who knows more about

Focus our resources
on.quality, outcomes

what makes Michigan’s .economy .

tlck than anyone 1 know, says: “In
the world in which we live, the in-
come and wealth-of natlons and

states . wll] be delermined by - the -

skills. brondly conslrucd ‘embodicd

" inlabor,
O “If thechildren of Mlchlzan are ln .
suceeed In the world " cconomy as

adulls,” Courant concludes, *“they
will need edit

butt and demand that somethlng be.

done right now, .
3. Parochial chaos in funding. high-+

er Evel y In the'

from -
ten on.up, that.is as gooq as any in

T WHAT TARE  Michigan's  pros-

|s’v Not, very, good; for !hrcc rca-

l (\ palmcal sy:lcm paralyud !or
nearly 30 years over how
catton should be-financed. This argu-

ment has dlveried-attention from a -
far more important issue: the destgn,
‘management.and worklng of the ed-

ucation system: lself, Our political’
leaders have.been feuding for years
about ‘who gets taxed and at’what
level. They should have been worry-
ing about how much our kids learn.”

2, Lack of urgency. Talk to nearly
anybody Involved In the K-12 system

~ teachers, prlnclpa!s‘ Tchool board

o

the per ) of lhe Mich

“RIGHT ON, “The'big questlon. s,

' how best to da this?

 One obvious way isto conccnlr:le

. on himan capital, the, set of skills ol .
. Mlnhiganspcople .

'mass transit in our reglon cannal
" survive without it. The problem
isn't thut we've been paying too
much for mass transit. it's that
we've tried fo do it on the cheap.

gers Into the city or out of ‘the clty but not lrom
place-to-place inside the city. This leads to a -
wasleful dupllca(lnn of services hetween SMART
and D-DOT.

Thus far, a mcrgcr Tsn't gunrnnlccd Detroit
supports ‘'mass (ransit from -its general fund °
budget and cily officials saild suburbs, too, must
begin supporting mass lrnnsil before a merger
can proceed.

Detroit could expand :uburban bus services if
SMART were to fold..But whether it would add
suburb-to-suburb service, or even give suburban
communlties much say’in setting routes and
fares; Is uncertain.

The best solution, a board with proporuonal

a by-product of Lthe merger.

Suburban mass transit is worth saving even
without a merger, however, provided local com-
»munltlcs take'a greater role in its operation,

SMART'S RECEN‘I‘ hixtury shows jus! hnw
important local scrutiny can be,

Pushed to the brink, SMART officials recenlly
accomplished more in just a iew weeks than they
had in years. -

Unlon contracts were settled, surplus reserves
dralned and — most impurtnnlly — unlan work-
ers and mid-level o
offer cost-culling rccommendatluns of heir
own.

It lends us to ask: Who was mlndlng the store
‘all these years?

The answer, sadly, is no one.

Desplte belng around for more than two dcc-
ades, suburban mass transit generated 1oo little .
interest, for too long, among county ‘and locni
officlals,

Don't nsk !nr mnney, :nburhnn nmclnls

- seemed to say, and we won’l ask you tobe llscnl- .
1y responsible. .
Now Lhe time has come for bolh,
Mass transit hasn't been'a !uccm 1n mcu'o

ks.§n Lans-
Ing — and you become alarmed at
their-relaxed attliude ‘about what is
a raging crisls. Getting. something
done about the quality of schools is'a
phrase that slips easily fram the lips,

but I don't see a lot, of people who
are prepared 10 clinch teeth, kick

K-12 edu- -
* the slale has to pay for higher educn-

ery

state has’its own legl:lnllve patran
who works: to extract mazimum -
funding for the tocal Instltution, This:
might have been tolerated- while™ .
Michlgan was rich_and there was
plenty of moncy to go nrouml . But
thatisn't true today. -

My best guess is that the rnomvy I

tion — diffused among unlversliles
by current legislative practice —
wiik sustaln an overall level of quali-'
y about_equal to Central Michigan,
University. T don't mean to Insult,
CMU, but thit isn't world class. And
that Isnt going to provide ‘the re-
scarch base o feed Innovations Inlo
a thriving Mlchigan economy.

The potltical 'system must flgore
out how to.focus our llmlted re-
sources far better than in the past:
on quality, an outcomes, on perforni-
ance. it won't be easy, bul 1t-hasto-
be done.

Phit Potwer is chairman nf the
coripary that owns this newspa-
per, His award-winning columu

will appear periodically.. * .

from our readers

Good luck,

“but find .
-anew name

Tothe edilor -
I read wlth amusement the front
page article in the-March 18 edition

. of the Farmington Observer regard-
* ing the organization-of the “Uptown

Shopptng Disirict on Qrchard Lake
Road” between 12 and 14 Mlle roads.

Are these folks obllvious to-what
has been golog on in this community
for the ‘past four years, or'are they
Just “'the new kids on (he block" nnd
haven't ventured out of -thelr own
neighborhood yet?

There s already an Upluwn
Farmingion Buslness District in our
community, ative:and well In the
Grand River/Orchard Lake ‘Road
arca. Our by-laws were adopted in
1988 and.we were incorporated by

. the Michigan Depnrlmml of Com-

merce (n 1989,

We_invite our Iricnds from the
north (0. “explore the lands.in the
south” and take note.of the seasonal
pole banners which bear the mes-
sage “Welcome to Uplown Farming-
ton” and the directional sign indlcat-
ing the entrance to- the “Uptown.
Farmington Plnn" at Grnnd I'livar.
and Mooney. . *

WHAT AMAZES me.more than
the fact that the folks north of 12

* ‘Mlle never -heard of Uptown 1s the |

fact that thz Observer ran the story

! Slove Bnmaby mnnagmg eddor

Dick Isham generat manager

. Susan Rosiek assislant mnnng\ng edilor.

aboul the “"newly deslgnated shop-
ping district.

Your bl-weckly eplstle has been a
good “friend” of the UFBA during
our {ledgling years and has run nu-
merous news Stories about our pro-
matlons and graclously accepted our
advertising dollars ‘over these past
{our years. How short our memories
are as we all get older.

Anyhow, we wish our fellow busl.
ness cotleagues the best of suceess as
.they -organlze along: the Orchard
Lake corrldor. We do suggest, how-
ever, that they selccl a different
name.

. Joha H.,

our homes, even in winter, Needless
to add, tranqull summer evenings op
the patlo are a dim memory.

WE LIVE three-quarters of a mlle
north of I-696, The intervening land-
scape of {rees, meadows: and resi-
dentlal buildings Is not adequate 10
suppress this on-going nulsance,

Ohbviously then, thls nofsy swath of*
disturance atfects many people, and
lots of (axpayer moncy has been ap--,
plicd to the problem in the form of
sound barrlers adjacent Lo the free-
ways, with some minimal effect.

In spite of theac efforts, and the
on-going general discourse on safely,

DVM,
dlrcclnr. Uplown

poltution, encrgy con-
and deterlora-

Business Asiociation

Enforce the.
speed Iaws

To the cdltor:
* Thislsin rupomc to um Observer

editorial on March .12'in which the

paper criticlzes the $5 Umlt on 1-275
and 1-698, and tries (0. lampoon the
‘speed _cenforcement efforts of the
varlous communltles through which
‘these traffic arterles pass, - .

‘The ratlonale for nnlamlng the 55
speed Ilmlt through. the suburbs is
clear and understandable. Loss clear
is the unenthusiastic enforcement ef-
fort of our own-clty of Farmington
1llls, especlalty since such an effort

. would be largely self-fnancing.

Durlng periods of high dmlly
rush-hour trafflc, we hur this dln in

N e @hm:ruer & ﬁtcnntrtt Nzwﬁpapm

*" Suburban Communications Corp.
- Phllip Power chairman ot the board
Richard Aglril:n presideny

tion, all fail to overcome the com- |
muter's need for the stimulation,”

{freedom from boredom) assoclated

with speed. {A forly mile commuie
at 65 MPH versus 55 saves less thao
seven minutes.) And after all, the of:
fending traffic i passing through.
someanc elses” neighborhood.
And that Is 'why we have speed en-
on. ‘the p ¥,

sometlmes,* X !
. Regloald S, Trotter,!
Farmington Hills|

Opinions are

‘to be shared
Letters should bo malled 1o:

the edilor,” Tha Farmingion

. Obsarver, 21898 Farmingion
Road, Fﬂ'lmlnglon 48338.

:
i
i

But it hasn't been glven a fair ¢ chnnce. This is
the time to give it that chance.

Mark Lewls direclor ol advertising

RIGHT NOW, SMART can transport passen- Fred Wright director of crculation




