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OLE Thuraday, March 28, 1002

Shooting claims life

of ex-Shamrock star

cunllnuod Irom Py o 1

A:mn was rai.wd by hI: grand-
mother Velmore V. Roberts, who
was killed two, years ago In a rob-
be

ry.. ..
“He came here (to CC) from the

.- Monroe School for Boys,” CC coach

Tom Mach said. "His grandmother
and aunt wanted him to have diree-
tion. They wanted him (n a parochial |
school.”

So Roberts enrolled at the camptis
on Breakfast Drive, a school which-
preached the motto: “Teach me
goodness, disciptine and knowledge,”

Roberts not only was molded as a
person, but also into the No. 1 col-

" Tege football recrult from this state

durlng his senlor year {1980-81).
. Arguably the greatest back ‘ever
to come out of Observerland, Rob-

- erts helped CC fo its first state Class
: A chnmplnmhlp as 2 junlor in IH?D

' IN TWO SEASONS he rushed for
2,335 yards and scored 24 touch-

downs,

“}Ie had puwedul thighs, but be-
Tow the knces there was not much
there,”- Mach recalls. “He was a

+ great' high school runner who com-

bined power. and speed. He was a .
.game-breaking runner, nevcr caught

. from behlnd.

“He was well-Uked by nvnrybvdy
during the time he was at CC. We

- counted on Aaron a great deal.”

. Roberts averaged 6.7 yarda per

. _carry and galned 1,330 yards hls sen-

for year, He also excelled in track.

‘The " 8-fool-1,” 180-pound runner
was sought n(lcr by several blg-
name schools Including Michlgan,
Notre Dame, Ohlo Siate, Miaml of
Florida and Oklahoma.

Continuod from Page 1

“If I foel I can't play I won't,” she
said. “I'm not golng to put myself In
that much danger, TI'd rather live
than play, but it's different now. I'lt
prohably push myself more.”

. Emmett was dlagnosed as having
aplastlc: anemla last year, but lha
learned fust before Christmas

: _what she actually had was myelod]p-

plastic syndrome, also known as di-~

. ‘plesla — an carly form of leukemla,

~The Emmetts had hoped Jenny’s
tself

" Immune system would correct

and rid her of the discase, or at best
‘remain stable and allow her play
soccer this year. But the new medi-
cal discovery and a colneiding drop -
in her blood count precipitated the.
need for a trapsplant,

However, uw speclallst tending to
Emmett’s medical needs sald It was.
passible to wait until after she grad-

Michigan and ND appeared to bo

the front-runners, but in an 11th hour
declslon, Roberts stunned even his
own coaches ‘at CC by aigning a na.
Ucnal letter-of-intent with Michigan
State following a last-minute pitch
by head coach Muddy Waters. (Rob-
crts apparenily got scared off going

tans in rushlng with 481 total yards

In 94 carries (49 average) He
rushed for 135 yards on Oct. 3l ina
26-3 victory at Indiana,

In the spring game of 1982, Rob-
erts shared offensive Green Team
MVP honors, but a leg Injury and a
29 MSU record during the fall

to" Michlgan after the
slgned Wayne Memorial’s Rick Rog-
ers and Clncinnatd native Brian Mer-
‘. eer)
Ed Pobur Sr.;:a Livonia car sales-
man whose son Ed Jr, was a team-
mate and close friend of Roberts at

. CC and later at MSU, helped set up-

the meetlng with Waters, *

“AARON WAS just like one'of my
sons,” E4 Sr. sald. “He was a good

kid, nml 1t Jjust goea to show you all’

Ahe senséless bull . ., that goes on

with guns. IUs too bad, hawulgood“-‘

tman and a helluva football player.”

Roberts’ promising football carcer

at MsU sullcd belore it even ;ul
. staried.
"In the 1981 season opcner on a
hot

agalnst llllnuls Roberts was jarred

on his first colleynle carry by llilnl

linebacker Kelvin Atkins, loslns seve.

-eral teeth,

. "I was a senlor whtn hé vns a
ireshman,” recalled Jeff Wiska, a
former CC standout and startlng of-

ferislve lineman- at the time for the *

Spartans.-“Aaron was very soft-spo-
ken and well-mannered.

AN I remember (of that play)ls’

secing him laylng on-tbe fleld and It
looked tlke a bunch of popcorn ker-
nels laying around. We didn't realize
at the Ume that It was his teeth.”.
Roberts, however, returned to the

. ’s\:mlng tineup and Ied the 54 Spar-

‘Salem goalkeeper will play

.uutu June 5 to perIorm tha trans-

ant.

‘Thlnu arc In place now 80 we
will.be able to move any time,” sald
Emmett’s mother,-Linda. “But the
‘desirable thing s to let her walk

raugh graduatlon with her class-

AND IN THE meantime, Emmott
will continue her passlunnle purult.
which s playing soccer.

" Emmett, twice.an all-state goal-
keeper, was overjoyed at belng al-
Towed to play as a senlor, especlally
since the Rocks have a talented
{cam that aspires Lo great things.

. “We're Just awcsome this year,”
she sald. “If there is a year for us to
dollt, it's this year,” :

Salem ‘coach: Ren Johnson, who.

coached Lhe Salem glrls Lo the Class

A tltte In 1987, sald Emmett belng
allowed to play was good news. - °
““With nine :e!umlng starters and
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(Summary)

OCEEDINGS *
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A regular meeting of the Plrm.lnm Mnd]-nnlledlourdubfym

.+ Pro Tem Campbel) lllozpm.mhhmll. 1992, In Council Chambers, 33800

Libesty Street, Farmington, Michigan, Nnuee of the meeling was poated in com-
. plllmv with Public Act 267-1978.
'RESENT Campbell, McShane, Richardson, T“PW

JERS PRESENT: City Manager Deadman, Director Laubotf, Director Bill-
Ing, Adm. Assistant S:hulu.. ACIIM Clty Clerk Murphy.
Minutes of the previous meeting of March 2, li!ﬂ, were approved as written
Minutes of other boards wers recelved and/or
Council approved the cloalng of Grlnd River Iﬂl’ the annual Founders Festlval
R Flrldu onJuly 11,1992,
uncil issued a proclamation designating Mln;h 9 thxwl!s April 4, 1”1 as
MICI[IGAN TORNADO SAFETY WEEK.,
Council autharized the lnl}ovhl contractor paymenu a5d Change Order for the
Sewer Improvement
'osen Construetion: uungc Order No. 11, $20,000.00 and Payment No,
$175,962.23, Contract No. I;
Jan's Excaval uu.lnc_.l’nymml No. 18, $97,602.39, Contract No, 2;
lack and Veatch, $24,661.63.
Council approved the Resource Recovery and Recycling Authority of Southwest
©Oakland County, FY 199201 et, .
Council' direcied thal'a resolution objectiag 1o the MDNR closed borders for
solid waste policy be sent to the Governor, State Senater and Representative,
and the MDNR Director,
Public comments and Councll heard,
Council n-cie'x::-d the Public s.m, Deplx‘tmeal Ananal Operations Report for

Manm!y blils were lwwtd for paymcnl.
tcda( udjourned at 9;

ARNOLD T. CAMPBELL, M‘yor!’ro-'l'a .

;\wmq.nuum CAROL A. MURPHY, Acting City Clerk

'WE THINK YOU'LL

clouded hi: year.

WATERS was fired duricg the
winter of '83 and replaced by George
Perles, who declded to go with JC
transfer Carl Butler and Belleville's
Kelth Gates ahead of Roberts.

Roberts saw 1 time as a
]unlvr and tolled behind MSU's all-

- time’leading rusher Lorcnzo White

during hla sealor year (1984).

-“Aaron was a very, very friendly,
outgoing, unwavering -type of guy,
even though ke wasn't getting, In hls
eyes, a falr shake [n foothall” sald
Livonlan Art Durlvage, a former
‘classmate of Roberta at MSU. “He
malntalned- a-real consistent, posi-
tlve attitude. It was a real pleasure
to be friends with him"

Ed Pobur, Jr., who lettered 1n 62

as a lncbacker. with the- Spartans, '

sald the bit Reberta took during the
‘Nilnols game’ (his - freshman year)

. had a lingering effect.

“After Aaron got whacked I don't
think he was ever thé same, It statied"
him tremendousty,” he sald, “He ran
behind o decent line at CC-and -got
hit, but not the same kind of hits hc

. look in college.

“But as a-high schoo) player ho-
probably showed more talent, speed

Forﬁwr Catholic Cantral running back -Aaron
Roborls charges lhrnunh the line during the

separate ways.
" “But the thing I always remember
about Aaron is that he never com-

. plained about anything. Hard work

never bothered him, He was alwny:
wllllng to work out."

ROBERTS had a brief ‘tryout be-’

. fore getting cut by the Denver Bron-

and quickness than anybody I'vcu

_ever seen. He bad explosive speed.

“Aaron to spend the night at
my- home before games, We were
close then, but we ldnd of went our

an all-state goalle behlnd them, :hn
could .be the key, ink' in_th
chalp,” -he sald, “In b[g gnma, we

.mlghl nced a big save whll:h Jenny

might give us.

“T heard some of the slru ulldng
amongst' themselves, saylng ‘I ‘we
have Jenny, -we could go ull the
wny."

‘When she. plnyw. Emmett. will |

wear a “stupid” belmet that resem-
bles hockey headgear, extra padding

in her jerscy, long pants and knee

pads, . .
*{Her teammates) kiss the helmet
for good luck before we go on Lhe
field,” -she sald, “(Opposing indoor
players) look- at. me lke ‘Is’there
something wrong with her' I ]\ul
‘look at them and smile. .

“POR THE Canton game nnd. it
we make the atate final, we're golng
to dyc my halr blue and pull it out

« throtigh the holea in the hetmet.""

‘The hielmet and added protection
s necessary lln« Enmetl mu:t

employed by Champs,

cos durtng the summer of "85, Short- .
‘ly after, Roberts began to drift apart -
“from his friends at CC.

He recently, went back to school
with hopes of earnlig a teaching cer.
tificate, aceerdlng to E¢ Pobur Jr.,

* now o lease car manager for a

Farmington Hills car dealer.

berts retusned to Detroll where'
he worked at Cody High. He was also
ps, ‘a_sporting
soods auuct n( Northland Center be-

. gu:ml agalnst colllslons ‘with charg-

.'might not have undgg the clreum-

ing forwards, beciuse bruises or ab- !
rastons could drastically affect her
condltion or even be fatal. "

*. But Emmett still exudes a gung-ho
attltude. The extra protection glves
her the confldence and courage she, -

stances. R .
“Y feel less apt o be. hurt,” she

- sald. "It makes me feel freer, Hke T

can head-butt them. Idon’t feel ke 1
have to be cautlous all the time.” -

Her mother once suggested Em-
mett could. be the manager, but
needless to say that dldn't go.over
wnll with Jenny.

“If drive, wIll nnd deslre - have
anything to do wlih it, she'll play,”
Linda Emmett sald. “She has been
hoplng so Intensely that she can't ac-.,
cepl belng part of the Ienm in. nny
other way.” .

But Emmett still wuﬂ( bea (ull-
Ume player like she was .and. will

. have to watch as sophomore Mesha

Clllwn uku hcr plm:c- In some

SALE

-AIR CONDITIONING

BALE
Your Attie of Farmisgion Jiik, kecated at
$4473 Geant River, Funsiagion [, Wichigan
Aatic e u g ¢ 1013 ot
mnu-muymu.m-.
‘h“—muwhﬂn
IMMI“.I:
Btar Ewearprioes, Ut 19, Offcs Parak
mllllll
 Slarting, Uit I-TA, Momscheld, §213.18,
of Lhase mnits will be svalleble for
ll.lnad'\lll-
bedder. Sale wilt be beld at
Jtilla.

DILL & RETTY FISCHER,

conditioner now.

bills. .
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® Buy a Carrier Tech 2000 high- efﬂclency air
i ® Save upto-50% on your monthly cooltng

Enjoy quiet comfort and rellablllty
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fore taking a job In Fchmury asa
security offlcer at a convalescent
kome in Detrolt,

- The former CC standout was re-
cently married (wife Elalne) and had
& 4%-month old daughter (Arjel).

“It was almost llke we fell out of
touch,” sald Troy insurance agent
Paul Baobblit,. a Sonlhllcld -Lathrup
High grad who was Roberts’ former
roommate- and tcammate at MSU.
“His grandma passed away In the’
latter part of '89'or 80, and that re-
“ally brought hlm down.

“He really didn't have an immedi-
ate family, 1 really haven't had that

(famlly deaths) affect. me, 50 1 don't .

know how he felt. .
"The only thing I could say is, ‘If

* you need anythlng, don't hesitaie to

give me‘a‘call.' Evyeryone seemed to

senlor‘

gami

“I‘Il deIInlter be a good sport and
cheer everybody on and help lhe
other gualkccpcr fis much as I can,”
Emmett said, “It'was hard geting
used to it, knowlng she was &olng to
plny Insic:ui of me, but I've

saaaaat

BILL IIi\ESLEl’Vl photographer

1979 Claes A chnmpionnhlp game againat Ea-
canaba In the Pontlac Silverdome. .

fose touch wnh hlm, whether It was
a resutt of him trylng to find a dif-

“ferent direction, or the passing of his

grandma affected him to the point
where he didn't want to talk to any-
one.”

Visitation iy 6-9 mmum at the
Northwest ‘Chapel of the Jdmes H.
Cole ‘Funeral hame, 13631 Puritan
Ave, Detroit. A wake will be held 7.8
o Fnduual United Congregational
Christian Church on 19510 W, Chlmao
Road, Detroft, The funeral will be a
16 a.m, Saturday at the church, wm
burial being held at Detroft M
Park on 13 Milc and Ryan roads,

Contributions may be made ‘to ‘a
Sumnil st up for Roberts' daughter: The
Aaron Roberts Memarial’ Fund, c/o
Redford- Catholic Cﬂ:lral 14200 ;
Hrmkhul Dr.; Rnl/c '

year

brothér = for.thic Iujnmplnnl to be .
performed "at  Harper Hospltal.
Mackenzic - was selected since a -
younger sibling of the' same sex in-
creases the chances for success,
Emmeit will have to undergo a .

‘I‘IIE EMMEITS also knnw Il’s a

. calculated risk, first allowing Jenny

to play and secondly putting ‘off the

. tronsplant for three more months.

“When you begln to sec missing
numbers from chromosomes ‘and
cloning on blasts (in the blood), you
know It's the onsel of leukemia,”
Linda Emmett sald. “We don't want
to get to that point. .

“We want to.do it before some-
thing happens that would cause-her
‘to be: transfused. As a’ result, the
‘transplant would be achleved casler
wlthout mmpllnuom or letting I.hu
.blood count get solow.” .

Emmett has two sultable marrow

- donors — her younger sister and
. teammate Mackenzle and an'older

week of

prior to the transplant to eliminate
her own bore marrow and, will be |
hospltallzed for at least a month aft-
crward. She will then be homebound ,
for 5ix months to a.year, puiting her
college plans on hold.

For now ; Emmett can put her’
health concéms on "hold and enjoy
playing soccer and the final months
of her high school days,-

“1t's there; It's reality,” she sald of
the impending t.rnnsplunl “But now
with soecer 1 donl have to Lbinl:

. ‘about It as much."

“Before [ didn't want the season w ,

. come, béeause 1 didn't think 1'd be,

able to play. T would've had to tell
myself 1 was slek. With it, T know- -

. ¥'av slck but T feel like l.-vg:rybody

" CITY OF FARMINGTON '
1992 DOG LICENSES

PLBASE TAKE NOTICE that Tuesday, March 31, 1992, is the Last DQ] U’
obtaln City of Farmingtoa 1992 Dog License Tags without penally
:kxlnn\ng ‘Wednesday, April 1, 1992, License Fees will Increase from $5.00 to

Pet owners must prescnt a Certificate of Rables Vacclnation burlng a currenl
effectlve date a1 the time of application.

Please apply during regular by hours, Monday through Friday from 8:30
0 5:00 pm. at the Farmington City al), 23830 Liberly Streel, Farmington.

Fablisk: Mareh 30 aod Apetl . 1183 JOSEPHINE M. BUSHEY, City Clerk

50% OFF Manufacturers List

30650 Plymouth Rd. e Livol

422-1000

HOURS: 4 ‘500 ang 8had Nours
Mon.-Frl.96 30833 Schoolcraft (Betwoon Merriman and Middlebolt I monday thru saturday 8 a.m. 10 5:45 p.m.
\ -Sat. 9-4 . L‘\}oN'A . 522-1350 ) L sunday 10 a.m. 10.3:45 p.m.




