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Agents turn to computers for jump on competition

By Doug Funke
statt writer

Information s power ln real es-:
tate transactions.

And. access o up-to-the-minute
data, llstings of specific houses new
to the market just might make a dlf-

ference in how quickiy a buyer and *

seller get together,

Anneite Foland, a Realtor with
four years experlence, and Steve'
Hofman, a compuler programmer
who lives In Beverly Hills, have col-
Inborated on Infotel-Real  Estate

System, &
software package,

Thelr ‘product cmblm real esiate
professlonals to tap Into Multl List-
ing. S¢rvlco computers ‘with tele-.

T want to hny & second vacation
condomlninm in tbe Los 'Angeles
area but am concerned about the

real estate climate and whelber the -

laws are
different from Michigan,
Get yoursclf an expmenced .and
recommended broker in Callfornla
who represents your Interests to try
{0 find the right property for you and

. "to analyze the market condltions in
the arca n which you wish to live. In *

general, real estate In Los Angeles
has reacted much like the rest of the
country recently but Is stitl relative-
fy strong.

Condomlnlums are highly rcxulnl-
ed tn California by both state admln-

stratlve agencles. and laws. There .

phonu using personal computers,
store (he informatlon, then display
the data for clienta outside of tradl-
tanal office settings.

“To buyers, it means you bave in-
formation with you at all times,”
1ald Foland, a Realtor with Century
21 Northwwd In Royal Oak. “If they
call you'at hame, you have Informa-
tion mgurdlm o{ what umc of day
itls”

MLS books are -!waya two weeks

behlnd; Foland sald,.and efforts to
reach mainframe computers for .
MLS data can be difflcult at certaln,
tmes of the day witk hundreds of .
agents having access.

the last ﬂve years, they could dial a
central locatlon -and_ get into the
main computer, Many now don' t use
that because they'ra older and com-'
puter llliterate.

“As more_people come ¢ Into lhc
business and’get on lne, the syai

wlll bog down,” he sald, “It (lnlnleb .

REMS) 15 another blg tool glving
agents a little more of an edge. As
the price for laptop computers keeps
drupplnz. this program | wul be more

lnlolel 1 priced at $495 phu a slo
monthly maintenance charge. Aboul

a dozen have been 30ld slnce pmmo- '

. ton'started urller lhls year, Foland

“BEI?ORE REALTORS ha
use MIS books.” Hofman nld. “In'

A3 Melsner

and condominium laws there than Lo

* Michigan, so you are advised t6 con-
sult with a competent condominlum
lawyer belore you consldcr buying
there.

Why bave so mlny mmgemcnl .
companles told me (hat they can de-
liver free legal advice with thelr ser- -
vices when 1, a3 a practiciog attore
ney oo 'R coadomlnlnm hoard, hww

, thisls Please

arc also many more court d

sald.
“A 16t of 138 Just getting people u:

California hlghly regulated

There olten I3 a thin iine between

'the giving of management advlce

and that of legal advice, particularly’
In the arca of Interpreting condomi-
nlum documents or pursulng & con-
struction defect claim agalnst a de-
veloper, Management companles, if

. they are good, will limit thelr actlvi-

Ues (o that of strictly glving man-

agement_ advice — how to, imple-

menl the zulrlcuon o( the bylaws.”

Lawycrlnn shonlrl be left to the ex- '

perienced attorney who [s trained in
lntcrprcuru the bylaws. While the
lawyer and the management compa-
ny must work together, thelr respec.

-tive dutles should be duly‘delineated .
based upon lhcir u'spccdvo expcrl- o

cnce.

know about §t,” she sald. “I've got

.several agents using this) top pro-

ducers, When people see they can

.make money aff this, then they'll

say, ‘Thisis what I need A

Foland sces o couple of situations
— dolng a market analyals on the
spot for o prespective seller’and re-
sponding to an [nquiry from a buyer .
about a ndw listing — where Infotel *
could be especially handy.

PMJL BALOGH, who works for.
! Realtors
hlll been using Infotel for a ccuplu of
months,

“It provides me constant’ ncoul ta.
MLS systems whenever 'I'm ‘on"the

- road, In a'cllent's office or cold pros-

pcdlng." he sald "We're nn nud'_‘

rnnnlng We never have to come
back to the office.”

Balogh sald ho updates through
MLS computers evéry night.

“Any too] that can give yon that
kind of flexlbllity ls worth the cost.”
he sald. “1'd'like Lo keep it a secret
as much a3 Ican™*

Keith  Weber, o~ colleague of
Foland's at Cesitury 21 Northwood,

also endorses the product.

“I( cuts down on Uma." he sald. “It
allows me to be quicker in glving an-
awers. Il makes me look more pro- *

- fesslona], more aggressive, more

mn(emponry. Cuswmm are lm-'
prmcd

- Joe Durso owncr of RcMu Wa(, .
in Livonla, also I.llmd Infotel during a .
trial run. |

“It's an cxcellent tool. You can
take Information with you atl all
ttmes and be current,” he 2aid, “The
problem Is, 50 many different things
are hlppcnlng now. Each one cosis
-$300, $400, $500. Thal's why 1I'm

walting, to sce what clse comes on

the market.” -

Other software programa, Includ-
'ing PC Portable Llsting System,
have been avallable for & couple of

years and more are expcclcd inthe .
-ycars ahead.

“Two lundamcnml lhinu are

working here now,” safd Rob Reld, a .

spokesman for Boris Sysiems of
East Lansing. "The price of PCa are
coming down and people are uslng
lhcm cvcry day dolng buzlnm B

{AP)"— When you buy real estate, such u a hou.se or
a plot of land, the seller gives you a deed as proof that
you own the property. Although It is essentlal to have
your lawyer revlew:a deed before you slgn:il, JI's a
good Idea.for you to also understand it,

The seller 13 referved to as the granlnr‘ .

* You {the buyer) are referred to as the grantee.

- In detdll. The description 13 n!unlly ln u:chnlcnl tan-
guage, .

" For exnmple ‘parcel lles 124 dema nonherly al
Main Street, bound 90 degrees easterly by Fox Lane."
Be surg;to fead this description’ carefully agalnst the

. most recent survey of the land. Once you accept lhc-
deed, you own exacuy wlull It says: and unu:lng more.

.. BARGAIN- AND-SALE DEEDS glvo you compl:le'
uwncnhlp of tlle land. Watch ouL if you are oﬂm:d a

Review land deed’s language -

*, owneishlp.

" “Any land belng sold or conveyed must be dacdbed"

quitclaim dccd This lypc aof deed entitles you to no
more than what the uller owned — nﬂcn Im than fult

For exnmp!e. the mle may bave med a claim
against the property because the seller neglected to

y property taxes. In'thal case, you. would own the |
property only n(ler you paid the back unu {from your
own pocket,

One way to be sure mll ihe leller glva yuu comp]cl-
ownership-of the'land is to-check into the history of

‘ownership, also referred to'as the chaln af title, Make |
* sure ‘your lawyer does a.tltle search 'to uncover, any |-

‘exlsting or patentlal problems. -
After you have cheeked out the deed nnd Iecl mnll
dent that it is accvrale, you arc ready to have it signed.

-+ The seller slgns and dates the deed. Some states require |
witnesses to ensure thal the seller is nol being forced tn -
B g[vc u p the property. . R ‘
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