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Picture worth 1,000 words — even on an empty wall |

(AP} = Walls without pletures are
not merely empty, they're sterile
and sad. But only slightly more 8o
than a wall with just one plcture.

Indeed, it takes o group of pletuces
to add vitallty to -a- room, -sald
Stephanie Hoppen, author of “Deco-
rating With Plctures” (Clarkson
Potter, 1991, $40).

Any wall is good, she sald. Use
large pleces of furniture such as a
sofa or a long, low cablnet as an-
chors for a grouping. An

lnl‘u a better relatlonship with the

rest of the room by hanglog a group
of small plctures. Add-interest to
stafrwells and long hallways by turn-
ing them Into a gallery setting. .

11 you're stumped for ideas, com-
bine diffcrent versions of the same
subject. “It could be roses, views of
Venlce, cats, photographs of your
children,” Hoppen sald. .

Arl photographs, botanlcal prints,

archltecturat drawings, antique and
modern and fllustra-

al element such as a mantelplece
also works. Bring an empty comner

Kitchen facelifts worth the time

AP — Sprcing up shabby kitchen
cablnets 13 a fas{ way to glve your
whole kitchen a’ facellit. Here are
Some Ways you can revive your cabl-

» nets; R
® Painting is the simplest and

appearance of cabinets. A first-rate
paint Job on cabinets is not difflcult,
but it Is time-consuming.. - = -

To paint Inteciors and shelves,
empty the cablnets and serub them
out with a heavy duty detergent to
remove grease and grime. ‘Lightly
sand all surfaces, Apply twa coats of
glossy or semigloss paint. .

To paint cabinet exteriors, remove
the doors and save the hardware to
scrub and polish separately. Scrub
all exterjor surfaces with heavy duty

detergent. FIll any holes and gouges -

with wood flller. Allow to dry, then
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Nodel a1 1670 Mariowe, Southat
Ford Road. Detmsen Moxton Taylor
4 Sheidon Road (Enter liom Satz) .

least expenslve way (o improve the "
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IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY.
ONLY 2 LEFT

‘New - brick-aluminim. 3 bedroom, 1%.
bath colonial. 2 car attached garage, full
basement, large wooded lots plus more,

tions, fashlon plates, pictures of pets,

caricatures -and plates arc among’

sand smooth, Sand all cablnet exteri-
or surfaces to glve the new palat ad-
ditional blie. .
Apply two coats of gloss or semj-
gloss palnt. Paint the cablnet frame
edges first, then the frame surfaces,

-then the exposed sldes of the cablnet.

Work from top to bottom.

1y the doors on a large work aur-
{ace,” ralsed ‘up on strip of scrap
wood. Paint around all edges first
Next, -paint the door surfaces, back
sldes first. -

When the paint drles, turn "(he

"doors aver and do the {ront sides. On

ralséd-pane} doors, palnt the ceater
panels {lrst, then the door cdges,
then the framing around the center
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her suggestions for wall ornaments.
Hoppen clatms no special trainlng

in the art of putting plctures togeth-

cr. She said none is needed. .

SHE STARTED AS a dealer in
maps and artworks on paper in Eng-
land and branched out to framing.
She now In

right the firat time, If 1 could learn,
S0 can others.” .

Still, there are some (ricks of tho
trade: © .. .

® Look for wood or plaster archi-
teclural ornaments such as roscttes
or {infols which can add dimension
to a wall of framed art works.

LR objects such as

n
London, Toronta and New York.

“1 learned framing as I went
along, ‘and 1 wasn't particularly
adept,” she sald. “Even today, the
plctures I'put up aren’t necessarily

panels. Repeat steps for second coat.

Rehang doars with the 'old hard-
ware, scrubbed and pollshed, or with
new hardware chosen to complete
the facelitt.

® Stripping and refinishing ls an-
other fnexpensive optlon. Stripplog
Ls messy, but new products make it
safer than It used Lo be. Refinishing
has some limitatlons:

Don't try golng from a dark stajn

to a light one; you may get a blotchy-

looking surface.

Be wary of caobinets that have
been painted; palnt often covers
ugattractive wood. .

wall sconces, mlirors, wood carv.
Ings and plaster plaques to create o
more vivid setting,

® Hang a dlmensional ornament
above a series of paintinga as a flal-
al, It's a {inishing touch that often
produces a mare Inicresting effect.

® Work on the floor (o create an
arrangement.- Step back and lock.
Try different patterns untll you find
ane you like. .

o IU's more difflcult to hang ple-
tures in a straight line than to create
an asymmetrical arrangement.
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etf you have a scrles of pletures
{gentlcally framed, siring & length of
tlbbon from one (o the other, Each

framed work ls actvally hung sepa- -

tately, but the Mllusion that all are
attached to a slngle ribbon creates a
plcasing visual whole.

‘e Tolend Interest to a wall foll of
books, include a few small framed
pleces of art. An even more dramat-

¢ effect Is created by hanglng a pic-

ture across the front of a shelf, “You

could hide all your paperbacks be- -

hind the picture,” sho said. .

o Look for ncw places to hang
pictures, such as closet doors, If the
door will be opened [Irequently,
choose small, almost weightless,
pleces.. : .

®.1f a mirrored wall or door no
longer delights you, cover part of the
surface with framed art. Call a pro-
fesslonal glass instalier to affix the

www
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art to a mlrrored wall.

® Since custom {raming Is so prl.
cey, consider hanging oll paintings
without frames. .

Face the fact that good framlng
Involves hand work, which is éxpen-
sive, Hoppen sald. The more intri-
cate the.frame and mat, the more *
costly the job. This applies to custom

~work as well as ready-made mold-

ings_which have hand-rubbed fin-
ishes and intricate carving.

While ‘a well-chosen frame pro.
tects agalnst dirt, dust, fingerprints,
accidents and moisture, It also en-
hances the art work and contributes

-to the room's decor.

When shopplng for {rames, pay |
close attentlon to the work on dis.
play and choose a -framer whose
work:you admlre. If there is no dis-
play, ask to sec samples of his or her

.work. B
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