Paged

' .o ‘Cable-TV Wecekiy MarchSO April_s m?
L Tlm Matheson has v '.We‘eds.choke.f
' Iong track record ‘A Child’s Garden®.
. : By Chris Carpenter .
Ry Tny!or Mlcbaels Once upon a time, when suprisingly

Q Could you please give me some

lon an Tim- Math ? H
old Is he, is he married or single, what

Is the name of bhis Ixtest movie and how . B
did he get siarfed? —-Bertha Faveeau, -

C hicopee, Mass.
. At The actor was born in Glcndalc.
. Calif,; on Dcc, 31, 1947, e got his
career start during high school with the
. meeting of a- produccr, who 'was the

father of a fricnd. By 1961, he had "

“landed his-first vole, in.the Rabert
Young seties Window on Main Street.
He continued to work steadily, appear-

* ing in episodes of The Twilight Zone,
My Three Sons, The Farmer's Daugh-
ter and Leave it to Heaver. He also:

provided the voices far many Hanna-
Basbera cartoon characiers, including
Jonny Quest. In 1964, the actor made
his film debut in Divorce, American

Style, then, in 1969, after six months in -

Marine Corps Reserves, Matheson

accepted a. fouf-ycar contract - with -

Universal Studios. Dunng that time,

-he hclpcd found the improvisational -

1roupe The Groundlings. In 1978, his
career really ook off when he appeared
in the mega-hit film Animal flouse as

frat leader Eric “Olter” Stratton, After-
* much TV and stage work, he produccd .

* his first feature fitm, Blind Fury, in
-1988. His latest television endeavor is
the Fox serics Charlie Hoover, Helives
in Bel Air, Calif., with his wife, Megan,
and their two daughters, Molly ‘and
Emma.

Q: \ould you (vll ne wlme fo nifte
to Janet Jackson? —Ora Grant, Nash-
viife, Tenn.

A: Write to the singer in cnrc of
Virgin Records, 9247 Alden Drive,
Beverly §ills, Calif., 90210,

Q: 1 beard Jean-Clande Van Damme
has & twin brother, I's this true? —Nick
Lundquist, Hager Clty, Wise.

A: 1 think you're just confusing his
movies with his rea) life. Van Damme

has a sister but no brothers. He played |

twins Alex and Chad in bis Ilatest
movie, Double Impact. :

. Q: Could you give me the ages of the
four Golden Girls ? Are they marvied?
Do they have children? —Marle Feese,
Creston, lowa,

A: Bea Arthur was bom May 13,
1924, She has two sons. Esielle Gely
was born July 25, 1923, As faras |

. know, she has never been married or .

faw

Tim Mathason

had any childsen. Ruc McClanahan
was born Feb, 21, 1934, and Beny

White's birthday was Jan, 17, 1922,

and there are no records of either of
them having any children. Arthur and
McClanaban are dworccd and \thc

s wxaowcd. -

Q e never weitten toan_y magazine

_about a show; { think jou made u big
misteke when you, replaced Frank.

Falson with Clenron Litile as Ron

Freeman on True Colors, There was &

chemistry that Iy now missing. Fren
though I contlnue (0 watch, § feel there

us somuhlnn mluinn. —l). Reld,

Portland, Ore. .

A Well, I'm glad )ou m:kcd me'to
write to. But, as I've said before, [ have
nro contral over the content of televie
1ion. The reasening behind the casting
change was that Fox felt because there
were no “big™ names an the show, it
wasn't gelting the ratings it should.

They felt if they put a benter known * I

actor on the show, the ratings would
improve, (Cleavon Little iswell-known
from his role in Hiazing Saddles)
Perbaps it would also do betler in a

different ime slot. Many people tune .

in just for Marnied ... With Children
and misy Truc Colors. As I've said
before, Fox is belter than the other
nelworks in that it fcis shows stay on
while they arc developing a follawing
rather than yank it off the first time it
gets a low rating. And [ think the
network is more apt 10 listen to
viewers. So, [ would say wrile tu Fox
Breadcasting Company, P.O. Boa 909,
Beverly Hills, Calif., 90213.

TN Gy

few youthlul diversions were powered
by AAA batierics, ‘even a book of
<hildren’s poetry stood the chancc ofa

© good read. -

‘Eager 10 package 1radmoml noclry_
forconsumpnonmlhcvndcoagc,flllo N
presents A Child's Garden of Verses, a
story loosely based an a collcction of
pocms by Robert Louis Stevenson. As
pan of tIHO's Slaobook Musicals

‘kscms, the special premiercs on Friday,
-April 3, and airs. thmughnux lhc
* month.

* Stevenson's chlldhood boul with. -

tuberculosis serves as the siary line's”
flimsy framewark. Depending on an
active imagination for escape, young
Robbic whiles the days away by
wrning ardinary expericnees inlo’ the
extraandinary in his mind,
Unfortunately, the animation. has
little to do wilh 1he pocms, which all

100 often are warbled -in grating,

paraphrased singsangs. When Rob- ..

* bie's condition becomes a nonefactor

and the difference between s1ory, song,
and poctry has been thovoughly'mud—:
dled, the only. thing left 10, wonder is

how many minutes are lefi,

Only when a cartoon Slc\:mun'
nppcars late 1o deliver an crnlnguc will

mast viewers be feminded that A .,

Child's Garden of Verses was first a -

boak; a fertilé field shere i imaginatiun °

ma) ):l blossom.

RIS

Laurence Ollvier won the Oscar
Baat Actorin 1948 for his portreya
Hamlet, Wednasday on Brave.




