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Ed Harrls (lclt) h Frank| Flnnnury oand Joo Vllelelll is.Borelll in dlrccla( Phll Jounan s nunn- . o

.\!cr lnle “*State of Gracc.

_Fllm is ambltlous but scrlpt
falls from ‘State of Grace

Nou can take thé buy out u{ feli's
" Kitchen but you can't take ‘Jlell’s .

Kuchen'out of the bo) seems to.be .

-the'pre vmav ol director Phil Joanou's
¢ “State of Grace.” |

iy -from the ‘west-end, New York
neighborhood who suddenly re-ap-
pears alter dropping out of sight for

a few years. After connecting with .

nn ald ‘buddy, played by Gary Old-
"Penn. starts worklng for the
an Irish gang based in Hell's

s ins for returnlng.and
linking up

learer. - as ~the
t Just never veally be-

¢ boltle never out of reach,
a popullst ‘eriminal.-He

Bnes redevelopment.
The yuppies are’ thicker lhan
* he coinplains, to Petin.

his living strong arming pro-

wction money and kickbacks lrom‘-

U hueal Trish business owners.

r brother, played by
whase goal is to become n

-r. Harris has moved
turb in New Jersey

haired Sean Penn playsa’.,

ith the Westies Js initial- .
. l) a llllh: .murky. The Situation beé-
3 story -

Irly halr and |

st the Irish being. pushed | -
‘ncighborhood as It undeb o

entiments from.a man wha

1IE Tocal gnngslcnl:'

" dolfar
“adyertising in-the

4 LeAnne Rogers

N« pass the popcorn

and is allempting to put a rLspch-
able'vencer on his life..
When Harrls tries te conncct

matter of tinie before his out-of-con-
trol  brother will become a serious

obsticle on-his road-to upuard mo-.

billty,

of the {iIm, his story.being one of at-
tempting to find the state of grace
from the title. He just.isn't terribly
essiul in creatlng thls ch A
largely duc to the'seripl, | suspect.

who are more memorable. Gldman
s very good being devoted to. his
triends to the point of extreme vlo-
-lence: ‘Ile's not especially’ Mkeable

¢venin his better. moments tut al-. -
ways compelling. -As always, Old-~

man,’a Brilish actop, meshes seam-

lessly with the Ameriean cast m\:m-,_

bers, -
Warrisis a raugh violent man, des-
peralely. teying to make the transl:
tion to-a gapper don. A targe part of
the prablem is that‘we gel very Jittle
insight lnlu ‘the dl.amcteﬁ. some-

’ Ynu wanl hrcnl ru,ulls

for your .ulvurlmn;,
plncu your |

Observer & Eccentri¢
Nn:\vspnpur» Ci

o Wa yne Counly w‘)l 2300 -

Onk nnd Cmml) luvll ll(l(l

-
. rival Italiap, gangsters, it's only a’

Penn s Suppoﬁcd to be thc :tnlcr .
-vnough on the level of an action ple-

In the end, it's Oldman and Harris
“Alle refatlonship with_ thelr Ttallan.’
* counterparts. And ‘really, the film’
. moves ahcad toward an end that'Is

lhlng uml Is mosl noll‘c‘table‘aboul‘

Penn’ whose actlons start the chaln
of evenls moving. The characters
played by Oldman-and fHarrls are’

.+ better focused and developed, maybe

becalse ‘we see, more o! lhcm in,
their element. .

TIIL FILM moves nlong well- -
.ture though some scenes, particular:

Iy toward: the end, are excessively’
violent and unrealistle,

It's interesting to-see the dynams .

les.of Irish gangsters and their hos-

atmost.a lﬂrq,nnc cont]usion in the
genre.

The film is amhluou:. Irylng 0
look at ideas of right and wrong and
how 1hat can‘get skewered by divid.
ed loyalties. *“Unfortunately, _the.

Script isn't able to mtel (hc "hﬂ]v .
- lcnbe it sets for Liself,

: i.mnAm(

You can walk out of som@ movies

and never think about them agaln,

you' cmotlonally- exhausted,’ yei
pondering the directlons you 've been
taken. - -

"Tota Le Heros,”. a new French
import ‘playlng at the Maple and
other local iheaters, falls flemly Into

the latter category. This bold, siyl-
Iz0d look at one inan's tragedy-filled
. life Is both depressing and oddly

- compelling at the same me.

Thomas (s 60 years old and living
In a nursing home. He dreams of es-
caping and murdering an old rlval.

" According 10 hls erystal-clear mem-

ory, & hospital fire Jed 10 a frantic
grabbing of Infants that placed him
in the care of a family much poorer
than the one into which he was born.
As Thomas™ grows -older, he
- watches that other baby, Alfred; live
a tife of luxury and eventually Inher-
i the family buslhess ~ a chain of
successful grocery stores.
‘In a serles of flashbacks; Thomas
recatls minute detalls of his Jife, In-

" cluding the disappearance.of his pl-

lot father and the strong attraction
to his slster Allee, who'of course is
‘ot his sister at all, His neighbor Al-

_“Othérs’ take you on'a.coller coaster. '
ride of twists and turns that leave

. dcslrc by lnlllng In Iavz wlth Mlce as°

 ‘To'to‘ cbmpels depressés

John

B MonasLam i

-

well.
Its pmlscly this kind o( twlst
that makes the film so fasclnatlng.

* The complex narrative of “Toto

Le Heros™ “recalls French “New

- Wave" ‘cinema at its most cxpcﬂ-

+ Four aclors play Thomas in ‘vari-
‘ous stages of llfe, [ncluding French
cinema’ veteran: Michel Bouquet,
whose narratlon is the thread th:l
holds the film jogether, .

Bauqu(:l 's perfofmance |3 perhaps
the screen’s best study ‘of complete: <
and total Thomas' violent -

. mental. But unlike the fi h .
Trutfaut and Godard, first-time dli-

‘rector Jaco Van. Dormacl knows ex-

.The adult Thomas, a la-"Vertigo," .
- loves a woman solely | becatse she re

actly where this film is headed. |

He
cock's red herrings along the way.

““minds bim so much of .Allce.’ Shé

fred -displays the actual Incestuous

" SCREEN SCENE:

looks the same, dresses the same,
even plays.the same musl:nl instrus

menl;

‘The nndlcncc is lcﬂ_wlm ques-

tlons: Does she have the same bleth.

mark.that, Alice:so slyly points out '

cirly in the lllm" Cnuld itin !nc( bc
her?

en tosses In a few of Hitch-,

fantasy life often Jeads him 1o jump
-up during an lrrllatlng situatton and

- bash someonc’s bralns out or force a

h:ndlul of plils 'down a nngglng .
nurse’s gnllcl of mum:, !u n]l a
dream.
‘At other llmu, he ls- lhu ill!c
. avenglng Toto, & hard: bolled'detee.’
tive who single-] h:mdculy guns down |
a roomfut -of villalns wlm have ab-,
ducted his parents,
‘Thomas' string of ollcn nvol\hblc
tragedics are. difflcult, to. watch, so
“the best part of “Toto Le Meros
.may come long-after the lights go
up. Few recent films hnvu had'such
: nsdngfng resonance,. .

' DETROIT FILM THEATRE,.Dé-

trolt Jnstitute of. Arts, 5200 Wood-

ward, Detroit. Call 832-2730 for.in-

* formatlon. 8 .
“Where Angels Fear “T¢’ ‘l‘read"
(Britain - 1991}, 7, 9:30°p.m. Apell 17

=18 4,7 pm. Aprll 19. From the pen

Lofthe greal EM. Forster comes this

' romantic’ story” about an-attragtlve
+ widow (Helen Mirren) who is packed”

olf ta Italy to (unsucccs:lully) "kecp .

her out of mlxchld

A[ENRY “FORD cr.mathAl.

tion. (Free) - -
“'The Sjtent Wlmcs:" (USA xn‘m)

*7 pm. April 13, Uslag modern sclen-

tific *techniques, - sclentlsts jnvesti-

»gate the authentlclily of the Shroud

: 16301° Michigan Ave,’
Dearborn. Call 943 2037 iorinlom\a~

“les™ was ‘produced by Renalssance ©
-, $lekest cartoon shorts ever created,

of, Turin -as being Christ's . burial

_cloth. This documentary also traces.

: lhc knuwn history of lhe shrond .
'M»\GIC BAG TIIEATIIE CAFE,

- 22918 - Woodward, - Ferndale,- Call
| 544. aosnlarinlurmnuon (34; 33 st

dents/senlors)
“Life §s Sweet”.(

p.m, April 13 - 15, Dad never !lnlstu

the ‘house projects he starts, the

* feenage twins arc mistlts; while the

mother (Allison Steadman} ‘maln:
talns an unbelicvable sunny disposts
tlon. This story

(“High' Hopes™} won' the. National
Film Crltlcs Awnrd as bm plc(urc
0“!191 .

“Secret Phccs" (Ilrﬂ:nn 1985):7,
9 pm Aprll 18- Se

of_a dysfunctlonal’,
‘family, directed * by Mike Lelgh:

t ln a boarding

- sctioot during-World War 11, this s’

the stary ‘of the. blosmmlng refatlon:

ship between a’lonely, gawky tecn-

age-schoolglrl and a worldly, pretty
German refuged.:. A+ beneflt” for
Health Emergency Assistance of De-

.troit. Tickets $6 In ndv:mcc. 48 .‘lt the

1991}, 8, 10:30 p.m, April 17; 8- pm,

“hand te introduce the film.

 Mapte, Bloemfleld, Call 855-9090 for .
. Information, ($6: $3. 75 twllight show) *

door. -
! unaum A»l.ove Story" (USA

April (18, Flimed' in, Pontlac and
other. Detrolt-atea Jocales, “Lunat-

Plctures, the film company that
once called Ferndale home. In 11,3

struggling poct and ex-mental pa-
tient'{Ted Ralmi) experiences a se-

ries of .wild halluclnations. Director.

Josh Decker and’Raimi will ‘be. on

MAPLE  THEATRE, " 4138 w,

~Antonta ~and’ Jane" (Britain -

1991). A Drliish comicdy -about two -

. women -~ one a'cool beauty, the
“other.a-lost soul — who spend cach

dro:

. “]'olo Le lleros" (France - 1991}
:Thomas has convinced himself that*
60 years .ago”he ‘was _swltched at -

-year- preparing for' thelr annual-re- i
'umon lunr.‘h Directed by Bceban K- .

birth with Alfred, a wealthy super:
market tycoon, He
rival, all the while r_ecalllng the dis-

- appolatments of  his tragedy-filled

_Illc Dcprtsslng nnd engrossing.

 MICHIGAN: TIIEAT“.E " 603 E.
Liberty, Ann: Mbor C.ﬂ! 668 8;97

plots to kilY his -

«for - Information,
.cniors) e
~“La Belte Nolscum" (Frante CRE
.- Through April "19 “(call for

(55 34 swden

. showtlmes.) A fengthy, beautlfu) ac. -’

‘count - of - an arllst’s stépby-step
palotlng of a beautiful model, Dis
rected by Jacques Riveite and stars
irig Michil Piccoli. ~ - e
“8ick and Twlsted Festlval oI Ani |

matlon,* Mldaight -Aprll:, 9:30 .
. p.m.,; midnight . April - 177-18. A"
wicked collection ‘of some of the

1) meet such-of{-
Brcd ch and

a - Along the way, yol
color crealions ax
. “Dag Pite” . .

Frank's Drlvr.-ln \lnvlo ngm B

Two- flims ptus’ intermission clips .

and trallers’ comptled by the Michl--
gan's projectionist,  Frank®’ Uhle.
-~ Starting at 7:30 pm. April 19, In’ .-
cluding “Star Baby" (USA-- 1964) is |
the rarely screened. story of a twist.
- ed family led by Lon Chaney, Jr.,
who.also sings the title’ scmg -Fol
“lowed by “The Mysterfans™ (Japan
1959), an-alica story in wlde screen
trom Inoshiro'Hond hn crnntur of
“Godiilla.”

'REDFORD "THEATRE, 17360
L:Ihsbr Detrojt: Callﬁﬂ-ll:ll forin- .
formation. {$2.50) .
-*“The Robe™ (USA - 1943)
Aprll 17 (organ. overture at. 730
pm.} Richard. Burton ‘stars as. a |
Roman’ soldier charged with over-
seeing Chreist’s ‘exccution. This first
film in CinemaScope also stars Jean *

E.- Simmons nnd Victor Mature. *

-John Morwnhnn .

(nlm;f(‘mr s
“video cassete u: area slur g

exane

TURN . CLASSIFIEDS .

“BUY.IT.
SELL IT.

feon

i OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC |,

If yotl wanl buyem io nolzce yaur car
- for sale... park it'in classmed' ‘

@hs’emer & Fceentric cirssmm nw:m»mc

8441070 Oahland County -591-0900 Wayne Courty ©

' 052.3222 Roamlarmocnosm Hms -

FIND 1T,

.| Recycle and Savel -

TEATST’ER_-“

- R H
Radisson Plaza Hotél at Town Center
- The Radisson Plaza invites yote to thir

) Euster’ Srwnch Buffet fealiring a spectacular
ymmrh of Enshr mmnrrs k

E dster iy rradisionally
a day for fomilies and fricnds
- 1o join together-and share
a festive dingwer,
. Join‘us and enjoy the huffer
‘selections for this speciaf holiduy,

For your dining pleasure |

we prescit a Tap Round of Beef,
Turkey, Ham, Chicken,

. St.u[oud Dis)

Voier chitdren will enjoy visiting
with owr Easter Bunny.
Complele g 3!
i $10.95
Children ¥ Yesrs and inder $4.98
RAMADA :

Romulus (313) 729.6300
Ramada Inn, 8270 Wickhnm
Servier from 11.0

Southfield.(313) 356-2028
Rawmada Inn 28225 Telegraph
. Service from 126
Please make reservations carly

5 U ot by . e sirore @ treeen pmnan ot

Tresh Fronts and Intereational Cheese Display
' Erésn Vegetable. Crudités
Avray of Salads and Deli Meats
Sedlood Sausages and Paeés
Siobed Whilefich Lake Trautand Salmon
 Bagels dath Crea Cheese, Aborted Brunch Breads
Cheese Bhintzes with Berry Sauce
Apple Crepes wah'Brandy Cinnamon Sauce-
Belgan Waffies and Gourmet Omelettes made to order
Frésh Pasta made to arder, Witd Rice Pilal
$<mmhkd(;_n,s Provengal. Bacon and Sausage .
Green Beans ord \mahruarrs Glared Canrots and Pécans -
! . Chefgan ed Rounds of Beel and Ham
Baked Chicken with Hazelnut Peach Sauce.
*Seafood Newburg Casserofe
Deleciable Desserts, Pqi(ucwnd'mnusws

S

A3 LNI Oy NMOLLV:13.LC

Ieamtiartued n 1) 3 B b Bearratuns auggested
Pl §99 ouibdinn uede: 16 yoans ulage
g stestered Babeg fr gt

Call 827-1382 far feservatlons. 1n hotel. call 646,

[ \A.r('irml
a Hotel ot Town Cen-
v $49,00 e night

By e R P

s bt

Radisson Plaza Hotel

1500 Tuwn Center « Southbield, Michigan 45075

THIS

SPEND YOUR TIME HUNTING
“FOREGGS ... "+

NOT FOR A GREAT. PLACE To
HAVE SUNDAY BRUNCH

n \\hv not’ hnp on (m‘r o' the \Eu-mlun
sotthfietd’s: Easter Lininchin the Great Lakes
Baltroom. fronm 10:00 a.m, 1o 2 pan. You .md, .

EASTER

‘Adults: S1595

SACnildren under g

your family can enjoy a rn.q.,mf ient di
of assorted Trosh fruits, omelette station, “wafiles v
toppings, haked Easter Ham and a.host of. other- lu
cheon deliphits. Best- of-all, visit. our lempling dessert

* station-inclucing a Sundae Bar for tkids of all-ages, Let
“your -childfen enjoy.otr fanious Faster Egg Hunt with'
[ many - prizes,: piclares with thé Easter Bunny, and "

magician o mystify. yous, seases ~and  much more.
Grand Prize Gelaway weekend at the New Sherton,
Suiles Cuynlmm Falls, . Ohio, four’ fickels .to. Sea
Waild, Awrora, Qhio,’ fof winher nf the ]vlly lh-.\n
Contest. We hope you and your - . K
dunily will take this opportunity -

to share this day with us, .
For teservations ¢l |
S5O6500. | c-

Seniar
Children G-10 Sh 05
]

. -S o
Shemton Southﬂeld
HOTEL

lfvmﬂj.L HUDSONDR. » S()U'I'HFIEH). M1 44075 .




