Students Iearn to run
"own mlnl government

By c--ay Hlnl ’
_Slaft writer

Some of the Wworst csimes inélude
‘swearing, same-calling, Upplng over
chalrs “and pushing othera on the
. playground. B

. But In Trudy Danlcy's third grnde
clnssroam ‘at Longacre Elementary,
belng found ‘gullty’ of” those ‘crimes
means judgment by your peers and "
paying a flne.’ It's all part’ of Dan-
.ley's clvic unlt .which: teaches kids
"about . clly. gavernment, ' (he court

- schood rules. .

. DANLEY, BEGAN her soclal stud-
-, 1és program about 15 years ago, af--

- throug

“has'been dlfferent over the years,:

sysu:m civie pride and teamwork. - |

‘1t goes one step beyond role-play-
ing, and brings.in real life problems
¢ klds face in their school day. - .
“I think people would be ‘amazed
o sce how capahle kids are,” Danley
" sald. “They can handlc 3 nll and
. theydot well.” ;

“This" year, .Danely's. students
. namtd their city “Minl Detrolt,” and

‘have elécted a mayor and ety coun: -

. cil-and hlred pollce officers, - loeal
.Judge, clty manager, and other typi-
. cat eity employces. .
-For example, . in“a sludenl court
held each week, student pallce offi-
.ecrs tumn in thelr ticket books and
* students iwho have pleaded not guilty:
to the charges go o trial. Witnesses’
testify, and defendants get a chance’

‘1p's. {helr" cholce ‘whether ‘they |

<~ want to plead gullty and pay the flne
or: go (o trial,"* Danley added. The-
1] mur( .are . actual

faws used fn' th

ter (or{:mlnl.lng and refinlng the ldea

ments are needed in her second and
“third grade classrooms, Each “clty”

and apparently the lumlnx c:pui

. ence is memorable.

. Spea
the Jobis they held,” she :aid ".w w: .

*Vember on electlon day; so students - .

“Former students come back and
k- enthuslastically about it and

knuw 1t works."
* She Klcks-it ‘off each y:nr in No-

-Jearn about that process. They, she
. said, they undérstand how to apply

the concept to thelr own city,

Students 1zarn not only about 'clly .

* government, but how to sotve prob-

* Jems lke n real clty council would, -

and. deal “with things: like. publlc

ipc:l'king skills. As an added bonus,

*-students 3lso particlpate In a sepa-

10 tell thelr story, as well. A Jury.of .

“the student’s “peers’. determines,
whether hc or sheis gumy. or not.2

rate “Mini-Soclety™ program which
teaches them about things like sun-
.aing a buslness,. There, they learn

abaut- chiecklng “accounts, business |

En:uu and sometimes bnnkruptcy

y T!lOUGll MOS‘l‘nl the progruntl s .
cy

As'@ lollow student *admits
lo hia “erime"” on the stand, "
Emily Michalak (le!l) nnd Llnn
Grattan lnuqh .

. sald the Farmington school district’ *

* - saldshe somtﬁmu takes ‘students: -
outside, For example, the ‘owners of -

Colonlal Car. Wash on Nine Mile al

* low the students to come In and par-
ticlpate In all aspects of thelr busi-" .

her. master’s thesls, Siace |
then, shu has made whatever adjust-

ness from iwashing cars to greeting - ¢ -

l:uslomnrm

. A member of a Farmlngmn socla)

sludhs study commlitee, . Danley

“+is trylng to Introduce similar teach-

_ing methods in soclal studics across .-
“the’ district.. She s:ld sho txpcclu

such

N S!bﬂ.bﬁofbs by

Sharon LeMieux

many ol the schnols next year.

Longacre principal Bill Smith sald ’ .
he is pleased - with the real life ap: -

" proach in -the ‘program. “I really

- think lts a- good" instructfonal for- *

' Munalhon Issupposcd to be

mat” he sald. T me, lh:nnheway_ e LT '

pol:ce/flre calls |

Listed brlouhurc some o/ the

« Farmington-area police inci-

dents, fire calls and court cases,
wrepri d dlmna' the p«sl wrck

© REPORTED ABDUCTION __
, - A 22-ycar-old Novi man told po-
" lice he was abducted, but unharmed,
by two unidentitied’ men :as .be
siopped to buy a soda at a gas sto-
tien In Fnrmlnzton Hills abont 2,

several youths banmn; on lhc doar

of a neatby house and asking If any-

one was home. When the youths saw -

" the woman,_they" swore at her and

" Unc of the youths then exposed him-.

\breatened Lo break Inte her house.

self to the-woman, acmrdlng 10. ()m

" report.

‘am. Sunday, according 10 a l-‘arm .

{ngton Hills police report.
* . .’Thie man stopped at 2. Mobi! sta-
~llon, 37810 Grand River, and parked”
. to one side of the station when' two
men approached him and lom.-d him
: lnlo the back seat of hls car,
: The fisen, who talked among lhcm‘

- -Attorney Stephen Markman,
'sclves but not 1o the Novi man,” |

“drove around the Evergreen and Iy |

696 arca:and finally dropped the

‘man off “on_Evergreen, sauth of -

-Schooleralt’ about-4 am. The men
took the ‘car; which was valued at

$2.000. The man'satd the pqlr never
- Southtield pollce found and scized

useda wc:npon

°. ARMED ROBBERY
A total of $326 in cash was stolen
Irom a Farmington gas statldn dur-
ing an armed robbery April 12..
According to a Farmington Do~
. partment of Public Safety report,
. the incident ogcurred at about § p.m.
Sunday at the ‘Mobll gas statlon at-
Grand River ‘and Drakc roads, A
waman approached the cashier, ask-
Ing her for change for $1. When the
cashier opened the drawer, the wom:
an put her hand in a pocket and db
nianded cash “or I'll shoot.™
" The cashier handed over muney._
and the woman leit on lool.

" @ INDECENT EXPOSURE
An unidentified youth -reportedly
exposed himsell 1o a 24-year-old

- Charles Holman 111, who prnsecnlcd.

_®.MAN CONVICTED "

The youths were last mn wallinu-
castbound on Nine Mile. They. told -
_the woman they would be Back. and -

would break into her hnugc

A 3l:yearold Farmingtor. Hills.

man was seatenced to 101 months In .
prison’ following his conviction-on .

fircarrns charges, according to U.S.

Martin Allan Cook a3 schtenced
before U.S. District Judge Robert
DeMascio April 9 on his convictlon
{or *posscsston of - :m unrcgistered
firearm and use of a firearm durlng
adrug teatficking crime.

On' Jun¢ 15, 1990, Livonia and

more than 751 geams of marijuaria

-+ .and a shotgun, which Cook reparied-
1y used to protect the'marijuana, ac-

-cordlng to Assistant US.” Atlorney

the case. '
Soveral months atier the miri-

-~ Juana and [firearm: selzure and be-

. woman on Cora Saturday aficr she .

Icft her house when she heard some-
one hlt her car, according to a Farm-

lu_tt;.u Hills police report.
woman told police ;he saw

fore Mr, Cook could be tried on mar-
ijuana.charges by local prosceators,

federat agents visited the site of-the -
‘marljuana seizure.’ At that Ume, Mr. .
Cook was found In possession of an

umeglslercd firearm, - which Mr,
Cook was ln the process u! convert-
lng intoa mathlnc gun,”

) Cool'l sentence mnxl 3 mnudn-

(ory minlmum - {ive-year sentence
for hls use of a firearm while
sessing marljuana, which he intend-

.. ed to distribute, Markman sald,

The federal Bureau of Alcohot, To:
bacco and Flrearms lnve uxlg.led the
EII'»C

o THEFTS REPORTED,
An amplifier, speakers and CDs

“valued at $500 were reported stolen’
* from a 1983 Toyota on Kingswood

Square, Aprit 6-7. " °
“ A car _phone valued.at $300 was

reported stolen from a 1988 Lincoln,

an Country Dlulf in the Cross Winds
Condominiums, April 10-12.

A'telephone, six cassetie tapes and '
a car boot vatued at.$700, including *

‘$10.4n colns and cash were reported

. stolen from-a 1988 Chrysler at.the
Farminglon Square Condomlniums

on 12" Mile, "April 12. Damage was

*estimated at $1,000 when the robber

tore open the car’s convertible (op.-
Four tires and rims valued at

. 1'$2,000 were reported stolen from a

car at the Bill Cook auto denlcnhlp.
27901 Grand River, April 9-10,

Two .incidenls occurred at the
Mills Products lot. 23106 Eight Mlle

Aptit 10 In"one case; wheel covers -
valued at. $400 were stolen; in the
* other” an .$18,000 four-wheet driver -

Oldsmublle vehicle was taken.

Approximately $140 worth of food '

samps were reported stolen from a
car, parked at .Tops Motet, "5744

*Grand River, April 1113,

A rear window valued at $400 was

.. reported Stolen from a 1990 GMC on
Salem, April 10-12. .

Tools: valued a1 $1.969 were re-

- ported stolen from a xar:gn on Lun

dy, Aprll -12-13.
A bieyele valued at mv was re-

ported stolen from a storage arcaon

Madison Court In the Independence
Creen Apartments al Halsted and

< Grnnd Hiver, April 1-13.
Ilolmnn, :

. DAMAGE REPORTED X
A -brick ‘was thrown onto a car

- parked at Maude's Plzza, 233331

Orchard Lake Road April 13, caus-
ing $250 In damngc

©_ A rtock was thrown lhrnugh a
windshleld at Bob -Dusseau Used .-

Cars, 31625 Grand River, April $-10,
causing $400 in damage.

Thuraday, April 18, 1992 OLE

Longocre Elementary Séhoot
teacher Trudy Danley (above)

- sets up the meck courtroom

80 -that' students can learn
about city governments and
mint aoclioties. Matt Willer
{left) sits on tho wilnoss
atand, giving his defensa, 2s

J  judge Nicole Bugul[a listens
©te hullmnny.
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