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Smarﬁ homes

:New concepts make houses
safer more energy eff|0|ent

. CN\'!RDI\ME\'TAL TOXINS are .
+* an invisible but very real hazard to

ny A1Inun Ashlon’
spociat wilter

' OMES ARE more, than an
attractive way to shelter’
us from the outsids world,

=7 Smart homes, are’ sale,
toxinifrec and encrgy efflcient.
Small improvements around -the

* house can make your home all three.” .

. A Smart Housc |s featured at thls
* spring's Iomearama Spring 1992 at

the Mcadows al Oakland Farms Sub:

.dlvision; Gunn Ruad west of Roches:
ter Road'in Oakland Township, May

+7-25. The house was built by Wake:

Pratt Consiruction Co. .
“ Many safety profects are easy for,
the do-it-yourselfer; contractors can

help with bigger projects. N
Fire .safcty should - top wcry‘
: hemcowner's ‘checklist. Install”
smoke'd and fire

your home, Dizziness, as well as per-
sistent _sinus. and respiratory all--
ments, ‘are a ‘clue thatl your hnmn

_may be emitilng a toxie element.”

warrant Im(lng any lmu;c you,are
consldering buylng. Treatlng a radon
problem can be as simple a3 caulk-
ing cracks in the basement or as -
complex as Installing a subslnh ven-’
tilatlon system. .

Mone; hnvlng .-my

Causes include poor
cxcess moisture, poor.water, formal-
dehyde, lead paint, asbestos, pestls
cides, radon and toxle waste. Newly
discovered threats include ‘clectro- »
magneilc fields emitted from huusc
hold appliances.

Most ¢nvironmental threats can

‘he dealt with, however, especially If

you- contact someonc. qualified to”
treat envi ronmen tal hazards.
A for. . instance,
harmiul It It's undamaged. If, how-:

1 ever, you think there's a problem,

don't iry to remove It by vacuuming, -

,breaking, sawing or drilling mnlcrl~

als

il
eors {especlally in the kitchen), and
Inspeet them regularly. -
Accordlng to the US. Consumer
Product Safety - Commission, there

‘should be at léast one smoke defece

« tor on every floor, Detectors should

+ nol be installed within slx inches of
where walls and cellings- meet or
near heatlng and cooling ducts. .

* Eleetrical currents also posc-a

~_bazard, particolarly. In the kitchen -

and bathroom, where appllances can

get-wer, Ground fault interrupters. |

installed In plugs will.cut off the
clectricity If the appliance gets wet.’

Avoid potentlal accidents by re-’

oving throw rugs and small pleces
of furniture that are casy to trip
-over. Htalrways, should be ‘well-lit:
put ant.-skid s(dps -in bathtubs and
shawcn :

Adequate vcnulnllnn is important
for keeping-the alr fresh in the house
and -dissipailng  excess moisture,
which can damage the house itself,
as v\cll as your family’s hnallh An.

t-fan system and &
usmlu solve the problem.
-Formaldchyde Is a ‘problem’ that

+ usually effects houses butlt since the

*60s. It's usually found [n particle:,
board ‘subflooring and lnsulatlon. -
There are sealants avallable 1o re--
duce lormn!deh}dc Lmlsslms

LEAD PAINT Is \Lsunlly tound in
houses built before the *40s, Cracked
or peellng paint should be.covered
by wallpaper or drywall.or com-
plctely stripped by a professional.

Cancer-causing radon Is enough.of

. 4
house fuily inspected by a‘quallfled
‘appralser for lox!c llm'nu bc(urc

" time to give the house a tune-up. Not. -

" alsa in tunc with eavironment.

Is pot.:

b pa!rnny lcaking (nuccu

heater conscrves eriergy. Also exper.

;heat.

purchasing.” .
Does your uullly bifl make- you
scream cach. month? It could be

only docs an' energy-efficlent house .
save money for Its owner, but It's”

. Start-by conserving water. Install’
low-flow shower heads and low-flush
tollets (an lnvestment of less than

$200'that can save as much as $75a° . -
year on water and sewer bills, ac- . .
cording to, Consumer, Rnpom) Hc—

" A blanket around your hot-water .

iment with lowering the water heats’
er settlrig; a drop -of 20 ‘degrecs.
means an IB pcrccm savlng of cner-
K}‘ .

llolslcr !nsumclunt ln:ulatlun hx- g
amlnc window, ,a’ major source of
heat loss. Double-glazed  windows
are'. partlcularly’ effective, Adding
storm_ windows offers’ further pro-
tectlon; shuncrs also help mlaln .

THE “]M)OW lrmlmcmx that * *
.cnhance your decor alse are enprgy

o5 n.hq;a:,v{h .

o one,

cfflclent. Shades -and drapes shoutd:
“befitted to n:ducenlr flow.

This s the master bath in the $mn1!_Huuno ot

a problem, says Money magazine, to

Pioase turn to Page 2

buill the'encrgy officient home. oo

. OWWAﬂn[lellﬂwmlogu:f'n :
Homenrnmn 1992, w::ke Pratt Consteuction Co.

YOUKNOW WHATTHEYSAY
WHENBUYINGA HOME

- Bhato by BETHGINGER

Industry tours

Archllocts Sunday on Apvll 26 wlll 1nalum Iouu of mdullry'
. 18,8 Pontlac, deasl; d by tho archi-
. tectural firm.Victor Sarokl & Associatos of Blrmlnghnm
and bulll by Qatos C The
isa Iormur‘ 15208’ movie housa. Tours led by membars of
the architecture and contracling team will be offerod 1-4
p.m. The event is sponsored by the Dotroit chapler of tho
! Institue of Archit: and the 1 and
contracting firms. .

s LOCAIION

LOCATION

W you'se been hatse hunting tor your family, you, hnow how
haid it s 10 tind the perfect house in the perfect neighborbood
Don's compromise. You'll ind what you're Ioalmg forar-
Somerset Horth..

The typicol Sometset Horth buyer has 3.2 childeéa, sin bicyiles

"ond extremely good foste. Somersel Hoith features beautdul,
lout- bedtoom fiomes, on spacious lots with spectaculer
landscoping. 8est ol all, it has the highest quabty schoots for
your ¢hidren ond some of the best xhoppmg in ihe state for
your whoIe fomily. * .

.+ been looking for. Hew models are open now.

Stop by Somerset Wotth todoy and dmavel the Mcm‘le you'se |

 Homés starling o1 $260,000 = 1 1/2- and ?tory biick
extorior homes ® 2,800 1o 3,800 5q. 1. ® 4 bedtooms . -
*21/2 batfraoms full basements * lieplace ® ceromic g
» sl ennnn(c gorage @ tity srdcxku'l s® wwdcd swes .-

Homes nllmd hyr .
Qlympia Homes, 1nr(3l3]362 0020

- Americon Home Corp. {313} 362-0479

“Seowell Homes, Ine. (313) 362-4788 -

L Homes, Inc. (313) 362-2272

Encote Cuslom Homes L1d. {313) 362-3070
Diving Home Assoc: {313) 637-3155

.’Mdch“opa_n daily 1- 6 pm (closed Thuisdays.)
Over 100 lots ovaioble. Biokess welcome.

Somerset

North

(cothe Rood -
“just Houth of Big Beaver
" Troy, Kichigen

.‘7
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