* 1991, 7 and 9:30,p.m, May 1-2 and 4
. and 7.pam. M

Ourt aoynolds is among Nollywaod notables thol make cameo
nppcnmnces in Robert Allmnn s “The Flnyur *o

SCREEN SCENE ~© —

Tnkhu; jabs at the’ cn.unm of

" Hollywood has always been’ like -
shootlng flsh In 2 barrel. Ever since -

Columbla’s Harry Cohn in the 19303,
the studio mogu) has been typlfied as
a clgar-chomping dictator with abso-

. lulely no taste or integrity. o
! .the JJatest’ from;
Robert Altman, brilllantly updates

“The Player,"

the Tinscltown - story. Here, Tim,

- Rebblas plays Griffin Mill, a senlor |
vice president of froductlon at a ma- .

Jor studlo. Tall, slightty boylah in his’
expensive tajlored sults, he ks wise to
all the angles, inchiding rumors thnt

- someone Is alter hls Job.

-To make matters worse, 8 dis--

gruntied . wrltes has been sending

threatentng postcards to MI). Sifting

*. through records of the hundreds of :

writers he brushies off ‘every month,.

- he narrows the names down 10 one’
and cagily confronts him at a scrz-cm .
. lnp, of "The Bicycle Thief.” y

Frorn here, “The Player™ takes an

'-:ludlcnct on  so. many surprising

twists and torns that it would be a*
sin 1o reveal much more. about the -
plot. "1t opens this weekend at the
Maple, although word is alrcady out
following a ‘nearly.sold-out’ benefit
screening at tie Mlchlgnn 'I'neau'e In

L Ann Arber.

* IS certainly- 10 secret Lhnt counlx

‘Jess big-name actors’ and actresses
_have walk-ons (n the Hlm. They.
practically stood én line 10 work with’

Altman_ when they heard that his

_next. project \\nu]ﬂ tackle the atu.
di

K M r-:slaur.mu partics, ban and |
studin offices, you'll see sich famit:
‘Jar- faces as Susan Sarandon, Cher,
. Nick Nolle,” Anfelica’ Huston, Brice
Willls, Jack Lemmen, ‘Peter. Falk, .

Lily Tomlén, John Cusack, Harry Be-

lajonte-and Julla. Roberts, )ust to *
nnmen!w

\!ORE THAN ]usl name-dropping..
they provide a reatistic element that

“ .1akes you s6 close 1o the business of
making movies that you'll cumplete-

truit Instilute of Arts, 5200 Wood-
e Detrolt. Call 4322730 lur

. inforination. ($3)

“A Woman's.Tale” (Australla

From' Paul Cox;

the direclo

- 9.Incusad)|

storyof an aging I
f\mll) mmm;; Lo grips v.llh hcr ill- .

“laver at. Geitts Gel, 19}
- Ponlsae
v Sh-ﬂ‘ﬁd :

‘Saturday, May 2

M
omes this well-acted
woman_and her

and “Vincen

neas

NENRY FORD CENTENNIAL
LIBRARRY, 16301 .Michigan Ave.,
Dearborn Call 9432037 for | lnIorma

April 27. Margarel O'Brien and Wal-
ter Hrennan star’in the story of a
woman who trles her best to'tealn
ter horse Glory for a big race.

MAGIC BAG THEATRE CAFE
22918 Woodward Ave., ' Ferndale,

Call $44:3030 for information. (§6)
"Spike and Mike's Festival of Anl-
mation

through May 2:{call. for
0s); From the crazed Cali-

“fornia tewim of Spike and Mike, a col-

lvclmn nr olfbeat cunltm;mrary anie
Highllghts jnclude “Street

'_JN CONCERT

DETROIT FILM THEATRE, De- ©

(USA - 19561 7 pm.,

Mona Lisa’ Descending .
a’Staircase™ and this year's Acades’
+ y Award winner \l:nlpuhuun

mation,”™ 9:3¢
- 2. A wicked collection of some of the
“sickest cartoon shorts ever created.

. Along the'way, you'll meet such off-

color creations as"In-Bred Jed” and
“Dog Pile,”
;\dmiued

'\I.\I‘Lb TIIEATFU-. 4135 w.

show) .
“'Antonta and Jane”” (Britaln | —

199!) A Britlsh ‘comedy about' two ..

“wuinén - onc a:codl.beauty, the
olher a lost soul — who'spend cach

yuar. preparing for “their annual re- .

.union Tunch. Dlrmcd b) Beeban Kis
dmn N

MICHIGAN flIEATﬂE, 603 .E,
Liberly, Ann Arbor, Call 668- 8397

for information. {35; $4 sludans and °,

senior citizens)

“Stop Making - Sensc” (USA -

" 1984), 9:40 p.m: April 27, Dnvld‘

H)rnu and Tatking Heads captured
live fn_concert. Directed by Acade-

. my Award-winner Jonathan Demme.
"B

Jxealibur (Britain — _1981),- 7

pm Apnl 27. John Boorman's visu..

ally artesting version of the 'King .,

Arthur story should alw:): be seen |
- pnthe big screen,

. Com nued tiom: Pngu

e Pnrl( the Karma
It 21. 2930 Jaca; Ihmlnmﬂ
V7S5-6355

- llnnﬂsl\.b DSS“N!']::} l)ﬂﬂlll

A21-K070

© TheCivillana’ .
With: The_ Burroughs and

Nines of Loving Grace -

Dxetrwng Tackets §7.30 m advance
© 961-MELT . "

. *Soutbgoing 23k

Blindt f‘lu 20648 }lnl 4\rm r\r'-nv

© @ 385:38

- @' 996-8555 '
Latry MeCray
Hiek’ l(il!l' nll(hm(‘h Avm-hbﬂr
[.d 996-77“
Croased Wir
Lil's 21, 79!0 Juced, Humlmmrk

® B75-6555

Faeprt
’*ou(‘unt/] n/jl‘

“the Mind
With K
Louhge, 2030 C.lnl]j off Jos. ('mrlymu
Hamjramek!
® B74:0254
Hllllm(‘ﬁh .
Wih Anterna at 1\h’m

Detrane
- ® 832-2355 -
- Larey MeCray-

. l(lrlech 611 Church, Ann p\'fiof
. 996-27

Stek and Twisted Feitival of Anl. . °
9:10 and 11:30 p.m. May I+

No one‘under'17 will be - "
. R . - April 29, Music by The Who under-

" Maple; Bloomficld. Call 855-3091 for *
infarmation. ($5.75; 3295 tueilight

To . .
Wath . Aeme \uul wut Hamtramiek
It

o‘l-ml.w af Paycheck's

. s, 5736 Cosr, -
*ucrons from Wayne State Tnicersiy,
ndrew's Hall, 431 8 Conpress..

“Camelot”. {USA "~ 1967 T-p.m.

April 28, King Arthur returns, this .

time played by Richard Harris,'in
the, ‘slapdash film version of -the’
Lerner and Lowe stage musical,

“Quadrophenla” {Britain — 1979).'_ )

10:15 -p.m.* April 28 and 8:50 pm.

scores the violent. baitle between

Mods and Rockers in 196¢s London,
* .“Monty "Python and .the' Holy: .
Grail" (Britain'— 1974), 7 p.m. April, -
29-30. The best Titm by the Britlsh °
- comedy troupe I:lku on Uu: King Af

(USA —-

thur legend. -,

“This  Is Splnn] Tap™
1984), 0:50 p.m. April:30 and 9:30
pan. May 1. Rob Reiner directed this
cull favorite about.an atrocious, but
lu\. able, huavy melal h:md

bTATE WA
326-4600 for Information. (32 $1 slu-
dents and senjor cltlzens) ©

. “The Searchers” (USA — 1956)."
April 29-May- 3 {call for ahaw 1lmes).

*John Wayne and John Ford teamed .
-up for what may be.thelr tinest film

1n this powerfyl portrait of an Indian

_ hater ‘on_the trail of the tribe that
" kidnapped his nlece. Jcllrny Ilunler

)olru in the seareh.

" "The Three Faces of Eve (USA ~"*

April 29-May 2 (cal) for show

Academy Award for het portrayal of
a schizophrenic:woman with multi-
ple personalities. Lee J.Cobb plays

l)\c puchiaum whn tries to cure

Antenna will bo poﬂormlnu with IIREHOUSE Salurday, May
" at Alvin's, 5758 Cass, Dotrolt. :

[ NE TIIEATHE
- 35310 Michigan Ave, Wayne. Call

). Joanne Woodward copped an. . |3

.— John Monaphan

[ -
+ Bt Juli Codte

Mnm!ay April 27, 19920&

.

Altman stabs Hollywood in his brilliant ‘Pl

ayer

.John’

' L—) “tickets please

Monaghan

ly foriet that you're wnlnhing nnc
Many have the chance to take .
their own pokes at the type of studio.

. executive represented by Mill. Mal:

colm McDawel! carners Mill in a ho-
tel lobby, Burt'Reynolds grects hlm
congenially and then talks about hlm

" behind his back,

_Other characte actors take on
mles, Including Dean Stockwell as

‘one in-a scries of “pushy- writers:

Whoopl Goldberg ls a pollce detec- "
tlve and Fred Ward:is the head of
studio” sccuflty. Recording  artist
Lyle Lovitt makes his flim debut as:

' mysterlous niin who may be o0,

{he'exceutive's trail. .,
Peter Gallagher, the Taithless huse

tand from *'sex; lies, and videotape,”. .
has the best in a string of memora- .-
-ble .lines.. As sthe up-and-coming .

3nung exee hot for MHI's job. he son

ng i a.crowded upscale Lon

“don Testaurant, © the ' well-dressed

* man makes the sign of the eross over -

his eredit card before he hands his
plastic 1o the "waiter. That scene
opeas “The Object of. Beauty' .a

. rather disappolnting soclal commen:
tary directed and wrltten by Mlcluel
) Lind.u -Hogg. "

Jonn ‘\lalkmkh phy: the man

. who' argues that' there must have

been a computer error after his card

"‘is rejected at the restaurant. Most',

likely she perscnal cheek he con-

+ . ‘vinted the rustaurant o take will

founce 1fke a rubber ball. 1t seems .

_Malkovich s financially overexiend-
. Ced allot his money betng tied.up’in *
Z°. cocoa that can'tget-out of Sierra

Leone thanks to-a “Mrike by lncnl
dud.uorkcm

:md his girliriend, played by Andie-
MacDowell, [fom continuing to live,
in_the high style to which they are’
accisstomed. Ensconeed (0 a luzury -
hote} " suite they -can’t afford, .the .

“pair's credo Is "When- it comes to
“food; shoes and sex; money Is no ob-

Jjeet.”,

BUT. \lo\h\ u incrraslngly the
object as the hotel starts discreetly

* pressing lfor. Iis moncy, credit cards

reach ;their limiz and- the, cocoa

. starts ‘getting tossed into the ocean |

by those angry dock wurkrn In Sler
' leane.
The more, obvious courses or ace

-, tlon, Jike cutting expenses or gettlng

 job, never ocerr to this couple. - .

* ‘Instead, - they. focus on 2 ‘small
Sronze Henry Moore statue Mac-
. Dawell ‘received s a gt from her.

Crduny |
o+ =
3229

- their cash flow a jump'start wit

“That ‘hase't slopped \fnl)mvlch .

‘hu‘b:md played’In a muple brief -

i PROH| =

2 Mecmaniter

il

S0 MCI

his wny to an Alcohollu Anonymmu
meetln,
v dlda't knuw you- were an al-

_cohollc.” Mill says.

. "l'm not,”

but. he wrote the. brilliant

novel. He has a perfect ear for Hol
l)\\ood spcnk .

. TOLKIN Was' dct:rmlntd nol 19
deliver yet another sto

writer struggling to hold onto his In--

tegrity In the studio ‘system (sce

“Barton Fink™ and “City of Angels”).

. The plc!un: he painu 1s.full u1 g3y,

" aveus,

"+ he can be Nxable desplte all the cut.
* throat wheellng and deallng.

of"a'young

ing . 341}
who hay at least lwo moments wher

Director Aliman, meanwhlic, adds
clever homages to films' past. The: |

", opening’Scene, which lasts several

minutes in orie contlouous shat, re-

“ calls .Orson' Welles' opening “from: -

“Touch of Eyll"* Une of the characs: -

* ters even makes a reference 1o it.

- When the plot thickens and you. .
don't' know- who s “aftec Mill, the

“camera’ lingers on a photograph of -
* Alfred Hitchcock.
the young yhyer re .
plies. “But that's where all the best .
. deals are geiting made lately.”
.. Perhaps the blggest star in The.
Player” Is Michael Tolkin. You may
not sucognlze hls cameo as a young
_writer with yet another pitch “for
ML
_screenplay for this (itm, based on his

‘Stnce ', his early successes mlh

Jove-hate relationship with “Holly-

.wood. His fiims have been made out-

side'the studio sysiem whenever pos-
sible, and, -vatil now, have failed tn

attrapt wide audiences.

“The Player" has the potcnual to

‘m'zke mor¢ moncy than all of his -

other films put together. It'will ap-
peal ta both fans of the dircctor’s’
wark and those hocked on the Inside™
scoop ‘dished out nightly on “Enter:
talnment Tonight, Vhatever: cate-
gory you fail into, se¢.this film soon-
before ybu.hear too much mar:

.about it

;‘Object sdlsappomtment

M

pass the popcorn

LeAnne Rogers

3 sm:ncs by Peter Rlegen \{acDowe!l

SURgests stashing ber statve wlth'a®
friend and reporiing Iy stolen, glving

insurance settlement.

Malkovich proposes selling. the’

“rObject ot Beauty™ to ratse some
money but MacDowell doesn't want
to part with it. When the statue mys-

terlously disappears, lhl:cunph: sur\ .

suspectlng cach other, -

hufnorous moments, -most supplied

' by Dil}- Paterson gs the hotel detees"
tive trying to -locate the statue, -
Thete are a few- glimpses that Mal. -
ku\lrh's character- reallm hL! (0w ;

:As a comedy, the {iim has l fcw .

+ THE FlL\i really du:sn( work at -
all as a myslery since it Immediates -
iy clear who took the statue’ and
why. The most genuine character
and performance comes from Rudi
Davles, a pale sad-faced deai. mute- |
who' works at the hotel as a maid.
She lives in 3 small run-down flat -

s-with-a brother. Perhaps the only

comment Lindsay-Hogg successfully
makes with the film {2 on the lrue
value of beauty and art.

* Malkovich -sees: the statue as a - .

source of cash; MacDowel) has asen- |
timeatal attachment, - The brother,

and’ his small time criminal cronles
don't see any value in the work until

and-the
" of his llle, bul it's nev: er rnzlly devel-
“oped.

The coup!c is unrcmlltcnuy sell

. centered and manipulative, even'to. .

the point.of Malkovich.romancing
"MacDowell's .best [riend after .he,
ks she h:ns hlddm the statue.

company” of{ers a

:As ‘for the maid, her. rc:mmm

speaks to the us.scnll.ll quamy ofart
. and beauty. :

T spekc to me,”

she says of the
‘statue.” - !

DINING & ENTERTAINMENY

newspaper:

|| PERSOIA

Try our new personal column—.
coming May 4% in your hometown

. YOUR PERSONAL PEQPLE CONNECTION *

T0 PLAGE YOUR AD, CALL §91-8300|

<"\lASlI" and “Nashvlile” in the: -
* 1970s,” Robert Altman has had .a




