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. 'l'hcrc were p,ucsl h C
- permanent’ guest h e exs
permancent guest hnsts. Johnny was *
off on Mondays, he was off on
Tuesdays, and about hal{ the time. .
- he was off on vacatlon. Then there
. were his wives, who were known lo -
divorce him, Surely he wonld have . -

B)’Su:nnne Gill’ Lot
It was lncdtable and we knew it,
Someday Johnoy Carson, like Jack
- Parr, Steve Allen and others less *
. memorable belore him, would retire
as host of “The Tonight Show." In
. May 1991, Carson.caught the .
. detwork by surprise when he
announced that ke considered this .
tis final season. On Friday, May 2 22

"-alimony payments.
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1o keep working Just tomeet his, .-
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.-mnl ulhm on the sho
for 15 years, For a comedian, a
minule shot on “The Tonight Sho .
‘is both a rite of passage’and a .
laum}uns. pad te fame, McCawley . ¢
" has arranged first “Tonight Show™,
Iuml.ings fdr Eddic Murphy,

" Gallagher, Garry shandling, - .
Ito\uanne Bar, Sam Kinison, Paul.
Heiser and Keenen Tv ory Wayans.

. “The very first call T made was to -
vid Letterman,” McCawley
b Letlerman, who had

_The show busi
~. panie set in shoftiy after the -
beginning of the new.year. Trm'
- when the phone started ringing with |
. requests fram the' famous and the -
wannahes e make a date to visit
Johnny, whether for the first time .
or the last. Carson added four .
| Tuesday appearances 10 his .
‘schedule, but seating on the Carson
.~ eouch s limited; bookings were full
° morethanamonthage,, . -
" “Itisn't just Johnny Carson uho :

he will sit behind the desk as host
lor he Inst time. :

- Carson’s retirement isn't as
serlous an-everit as many he has
helped us mark:. the first moon
landing, the palnful bate '60s, lhc !a]l
‘ol ¢ [sm ant hi
" presidential campaign seasons, It’s

- a mitestone nonctheless, and his

* three decades’ tenure Js an

“achievement not likely to be’

-matched in television. The fester”

" who first sat on the throne on Oct.

1962 (he was introduced by Grouc
. ‘Marx), can rxghllully claim the

erown,

' For years, this reurcmcm

* business scemed §ike a game. I.nch

" autumn, there has beenan - .

anniversary show: 23 years, 27 .
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" Friday. Sidekick Ed MeMahon, who
has been Taughing a1 Johnny's jokes, -
since the beginning, dnd bandleal dcr
and sartorlal scapegoat Doc -
Severinsen (along with the I).md}

. willdisappear as wel). Behind the -

" scenes, a score of Carson'statfers,

- who have produced the show for

al a turning paint.

S Last, yehs. more. Ahan S
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‘addition to musical performances by’
*Waylon Jennings,
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.+ pride even then, had already

“leaves “The Tonight Show™ op © .-

" channel
comedian for “Tanight"* -

over a decade, also find lhuxmclws "

Fora Iubllnlinn sonc can brag about, -

Friday, May 15, for Sea Wortd's,
AllStar, ‘Lone Suar Celcbration, the -
first of six Sca World specials aitingon -
The Family Channel this year. Patrick
Dufly and Marie Qsmond aze the hosts .
of this tribute 10 Texas: heritage that
highlights many famous lotations, In.

A Fabian, Grarge *

.Sait, Gloria Laring, Restless Hean' .

and Natalie Cole, you'll hear anecdotes .

by famous Texans Harbara-Maadrell,

John Hillerman, Margan’ Fairchild, .
d,

9 Read Then Recycie. :

auditioned six times and woildn't.
. subunit :ngim “CC-IW'L)' v.m-ly <nid
l

" regular al comedy clubs, v\.hcrcho N

‘offers pointers even when he tsn't'.
-reidy tnexiend the coveted - |, -

. booktng, Be's walched some comies.
‘work 10 years to gel ready for late- .
. night. Others haye fever worked”

oat, and McCawley cites the mzmdt
franch of “"certain cable " B
Is™ for spoiling many a mun;,

“Wearé the last bastionol *
. standards of },mnll.lsll!a‘lnll deceney |, -
m hroadm\unp. in the comedy. .
world. And Jay {Leno) will conti
that traditi (autc l:(- shares
thosirvialy
Iiven when:Auni Blihby, Carnac .
and the Mighty Carson Art !‘h)ors -
have h-ft lhc' sag: L
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