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7Commun1ty splrlt pays off
W

. days last week, the peaple built the play)

food for the workers — -maybe

. by 13 builders, are on !ll\l)!ll) l'mu-& rnm.e from

- single:fumily subdivision in Deteoit in 30

Worth pra smg

ith spirit tike this, ordinary pcoph.
built America, With spirit like this,
miayhe they conld take i it buck some-
_day.

‘There wits 1t nassive outpouring ufcnrmnumv
ty spirit-shown recehitly in the constractionof . |
that state-of~the-urt playground next to Gill-El-
ementary S¢ vol-in Farmington Hills,
just n playground in the southern

ol of the Furmington District. [t's swings and
siind and pea gravel and old tires and \\m)den B
things to plu)' on. Bigdeal. "

You éan’t even see it from Gill Rond. Fuum-
wenerations of youngsters pmlmhly will nllm;,
und take it for grantel.

But they shotildn’t. There should be some .
Luml of 1 plaque at the playgraund éntrance so
“falks don't forget June 1902 when something
spocial b ened in South F on. It was -
something worth ro:neml)ermp somulung "
worth praising, : .
" People, hundreds uflhvm came tagethier to’ .

“work hagd for the connmon good. Over five hccllc T h\:y did it fur themselv
rount ‘Aren Rr.-nllnr% ghould be pu:klm,
in the obd-fa; unuwl Imrn runun;, a\yk used i in ¢ sk Southi Farmi:
pioneer dnys,” - - . “the Gilt School area, hnn I rén slmwn a8 1 gre
Consideting the I.'n(lN.' ion ~ the / ]IlnCL‘l(ll . :

ground, e
Arnidd that's rr.-nll) mmuhnm get that”
many suburbunites — denizens of the Me Gen-.
eration, after ull — to come together and coop-
erate and work nlmost noti-stop for the good of
. the area’s chilidren . . Jves, lhnl. is Teally nome-
thing. -
1t's nat that South l‘urmlnman was in-dire
need of o playground, ln fngct. same'of the ex-
pensive homes in the western ond of the Gill
School arca are luxury playgroumnds for th
\wulthy owners and their fumilics, N .
But the people ~ many from those hig humc-
es-and athers fmm more madest dwellings —
Thoy saw 2 playground
d out by .a school renovation, The
to buitd a new p!uy;:muml ote

partly w
saw n ¢ha

worth having
So tliey rollu«l np th
work, many Ienmm;, to opernte power uimp-

ment they'd never evien seen before, They did i

r their kids, They did it for their tcmnnumly

SON, YE HAVE TOTAKE THAT SUPER
*DOOPER Al

5% IRT GUN BECAUSE 1T 1S
HARMEUL. OH, ANDBY THE VIRLNOU
W‘IlzLL TRY TO BE CAREFUL VILTH THAT

ENL HANDGUN YOUVE GOT,..‘OKI\Y'

planning, the Tund: mmim,‘ the actual hxnldlng
the day care for. the youngsters, the seeurity, the' [
mai’ty as 1,000
were invelved in™ ‘mmm, " that piny-

Sy

\\mnlurful pln\ m\lml ImLk [

;Core 01t1es reborn Wlth models

N Vlclotla Park, the ﬁvst new sln- :

“hanks, (!Lu!upur DI.'U'OIV. needs lhul
1l sudlo the development-wenry resis
*dents nfOnklnml and. western \Vnync
counties,
We'retalking nlnon\ Homearuma Detroit, e’
hotne show that displays the fuhulnm (and fab-
ulnusly expensive) palaces.
Humearamg Detroit is taking place through
June 21 ina rehorn xwu.hlmrhuml vt the lower
vast sirle of the city. More thun 20 mode) homes,

.gle- family subdlvision in Detrolt In
30 years and the'site ofa curront”
: Homearama, Is one small step in,

the rlght dlrection . )

ethic diversity,

I builders provide mnuhle Imu-lru. in an ac.
ceptable setting many refogees from the blight
:\\ill n:un‘n flupufull s the |)cupl_|- TCLUTIE S0

SO,000 to 15,000,
In our apinion,

ictoria l’mk lhc Arst Hew

and the .
small steprin the right direction'— away from. = -
“the umlv.wlnpui \\nmh nnd muuluu tands.to tl
north and we, .

* Builders
are finaldy de ng what we've
and years: Go hick and rebuild llu.- core citivs

i over, mcr\l]um, from Redfoid to
Ann Arbir and from Ferncdale to Flint,

Anyone who thinks that's farfetched shouhl
have listened td the radia commercials that a
apo tonted southern Gene:
tegnunty seat, Flinthax a wonderful residencee for
prople whe worked in Oakland County.
bedilficult for o dedicated suburban-

velnpment: they lI u-ll m., w||l continue to
:-:|m:n|l to the norsh anid west, and Detfpit will.
continte to deterisrate, Téthen, iU's sone sort
af manifest destin Lo B
We'd have to disag ith those sentiments,
To'bé snre, it took a hefty Detroit subsidy to
ensure the suveess of Victoria Park. The city
soll the bots tn the huilders for §1 encky and pisd
for things like the linuse foundations, security
quuu. und sewer and water llm- work. [’ ho vity

Nuch commitment l. and by Jemd-
ustitutions lik r rnl, which is
1 -+ <honld be praised, not ridi-
L i small way, alevelopment ix
Dreing put whete it's neederd.

At It the next Homenrama will be held in

Sterfing Heights, 16 basck to the ~uhurl)\.

at least Jor now,

~ (the first phase is 0 near sellont!)
e Detenit proves that.

Ouer the pastapuarter century, maay thou
il ol greople have left ling Detrait for
the suburbs Notall hoave wanted 1o go, many
peeterring the nurbisa difeatyle with its racial and

QUESTION:

What are you
doing tar Fa-.
ther's Day?

e asked thus
question at Her
Hage Patkin
Fatmmnigton
Hilis

*Most hikcly we'll
just o cul to eat,
take the kds, re

' poing to my
sisterandaw's for
abamecue. The

‘Beats me. I'll
probably by lvm a
caed.”

“I'm a single por-
+ entand| got pre-
sents on hoth

Mother's Dayanag @ fax | ks mage gitts for Jooy Sachs
Falner's Dag.” . MimBansil | then dad.”
Laurio Grogory . and dnughter © Michole Boravoy
and dougthter ¢ Maohak and children
Kato ' ! Brandon

and Danlalle .

@Iw%mﬁngmn ®bgerver
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“than voters tlo, Net
. \\hun ‘wnitrenched g

'~ . Perhups my.

i sevéeal of the wmmumu

Tata

uuuudc AR umc(ly llm renson

that ‘others:supportéd me. “The Oakland Press
; “Wiser'challenges nssumptions nml |:oly
an vxtn:nwly valuable'rolé,” i
The Spinat Column -.-m!or«n.d me for * ncr_migﬁ-
xperience:” Voters seemed to

ved the highest vote .
wlu-n: your news-

he- |mnrll 0C

per ix llhlnhulul

T'das ot CX[icCt DLW u|ln))|.t1 ta agree nny mun:
‘i 'rlllL‘lL‘ﬁﬁ, in this-period "
rament is un(ll.r ;m.-ni

i mu,h!. hve
the \'n[nu n[elnctud nfﬁ

papérto
18 who don’

]lmwnn XC Iumuorkmgnlnhonxh pwnlh

i tae Cuprent b 7d and with Dr. Patsy Fulton’s
- administratic

Jue T still ask questions and”

\uu- my conseiénce’= u-c 1 assume you s wnultl

_' g _Opinlons 416 16 b shafo

leumml lhu Ten Cummumlm\.nu asa.
* child. Two of thém are: Thou shalt not k!"
and 'I‘huu shalt 'lmL commit ndaltery, .
Wonen do niot liwve'the right t6 do cither of
. these, If women 2o.by these rules ofln’e there - *
should be no need for shortion. 1f llu donot
commit adultery, they:will not coriceive, Thea .~
they wnll not-ticed to kill their fetus lmmuw
they ure unable to core forit,. .
1 always llmn;.)u. this was tao obvivus to have |
to write it doiwn : R

We'welcome yoir

ideas, as do your nelghtbo,
1his, space on a w jeekly basis for oplnlons in your
- OWR WORLS.. e will help by editing for clanly Ta
assure authentici ty, we ask that you sign your. *
fettor.and provide' a contact’ telephione number,
Letters should be mailed la Editor, The famm- !
3 lnglon abscwel 21598 amnngmn Road me-
ington 48336.. - -+

| Cost results ki

he ivsue on last wuk\ lmllm was unuu;,h
T . to make political »Iu;_unwrwlnml
. schwuls ol dmnu .

The phrase conjures up the currently papular
antion Uit il it takes to fix the workings of
srnntent is nne easystu-enact *fundamental”™
policy change: the silver bullet — a miracele cure

simple, papulnr, low in cost, quick to work.-

“The iddea bebind choice is simple: Public
~chools are incompetent becuuse they ate mo-
napalies, cuzable by the rigees ufcumqwllum\
when parents are allowed 1o chooke v&lmh
wehnat their kirls attenl,
he Leginlature duly enacted xchnuls of
cheice as stote poliey, 1t also required, however,
that sehaol distriets provide free transportation
15 who want to switch schools.
uring that the Legislature never would pay
for the busing it renuired, o pumber of school
districts ot an item un the baklot requesting
voler spprnal to ignore the state Tutle.

Results were unanimons and murwlwlmml.,

District, nfter distriet - Livonia, Rochester, *
Howid), Brighton, Plymonthi-Canton — voted
agoinst heing loreed 1o pay 1o bus Kids to .
sehouls of chiee. Results were nwmiulumu.lv
ngninst.

Why?

& Cast. Howell figired it wonld cost sm)()(m
a sear 10 pay for extra husing, Plymouth-Can-
ton estimated n new hus feet would be required
TOD,000 cost, [n that badget-squeezed dis-
erict where fi8 tenching jobs have been ediminat-
el i you have excess funds, it inight be fun to
ry as an experiment,” said spokesman Richard

Fgli.

® Redundancy. I'lymouth Canton, for exam-
e, alecanly nllows kids to change sehools, but
only fur educationnl reasons, Parents must pro.
vide the transit, though, and that moy put off
soane use. The district estimates fewer than 20
ol its 15,000 students actunlly ga to schools of

o

® Uncertain resnlts, In Brighton, which has
find schools of choive for neaely 20 years, di
trict s Marilyn Gaod

s,

11 ch01ce plans

Vaenrby. For the most past, peaple are very
wal to their lome sehinols,”

That Ias past about hume schools is import -
it .

Originally, Americun schoals grew up serving
kids tn the neighborbood, Kids could walk to
schwal und back hume. The school served as a
kind of community center.for the neighborhoud,
triggering oll Kind nf services aml mu\'unm
| which went well beyond vdueation,
lllu neighbuehood sehools is much mose than
aric myth, 1t is a functioning, peactical
v a building block 1o

| renlity. An last
ngthie neighbuor.
lwod kchuiol an l!w ullur uh-\'lum] ceform choice
idfeolopgy in xomething mast peaple don't want to
do. ' .

What they o want is schools that wark het -
ter, that prepare kids for the'world of work and
u life of respousibllity, where kids perform at
th Jevel el ourinternational competitors,

Hy hireaking monopulies, the schiools of choice
theory moy bé o good ane. But the way it was
nctunlly piresented to folks in Michigan — a
weak, unfunded pretense at reform —- wag little
nore than another attempt by politicinnn 1o
find the silver bulket.

Phil Power is chatrman of the company that

awens this newspaper.



