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Festival time

Historical flavor is back

EY, HEY, what do you say . . . the
Founders Featival is coming our way.
OK., so we didn't ace Poctry 101, but
we're still exeited about the big event
of the Farmington-aren summer — the Foun-
ders Festival,

The 1992 edition of the Farmington Founders
Festival — that old standby of small-town iner-
rymaking — will be held Tuesday-Suturday,
July 7-12, in the Farmington arca with many of
the main events scheduled for downtown Farm-
ington.

For almost one frantic week, the featival will
ragee through th strecta and parking lots of
downtown Farmington.

From parades to pageants, from crafters to
Cunvy dogs, the Furmington Founders Festival
lus just about cverything a small-town shindipg
should have — except perhaps an excess of
parking spaces,

Naow, before any of our merchant or festival
poobalhs start making our telephones ring with
complaints, Jet us emphasize that we don’t
mean to be facetious nbout our festival. The
event was o great idea when it was inaugurated
in 1964, It’s still a fine idea in 1992,

The festival was — and is — an attempt to
graft an cconumic event onto a strong sense of
community.

Hopefully, the state-of-the-art cash registers

in the stores and tents will be chirping and
beeping as hoards of spenders invade normally
placid downtown Farmington.

1t seems that the “founders” aspect of this
28th-annuat festival won't be as vugue as in for-
mer years,

This year's festival theme — " Farmington
Celebrates 126 years of Friends, Family & Com-
munity” — dovetails nicely into this year-long
celebration of Farmington’s incorporation as a
village o century and a quarter ago.

Floata on parade Saturday, July 11, will re-
flect the historical theme,

And that’s the way it should be. After all, the
ariginal intent was to honot the community's
storied past 8s Michigan's first Quaker sottlo-
ment, Many would say that the historical lavor
hos faded in recent years.

It shouldn't be forgotten that Fi has
an excellent little muscum with lots of local his-
tory, It's formally called the Gov. Waener Man-
sion, Guided tours will be held 1.8 prm. Friday,
July 10, and 1-5 p.m. Saturday, July 11.

We're happy to see that this year the festivi-
tics will reach beyond the downtwon aren. At-
tractions are planned at Muirwood Square to
the west and at the Orchard/12 Plaza to the

P

north,
Looks like the good old Founders Festival
may have changed a bit for the better.

G manship
hanme on state legislutors for waiting un.
g til the zero hour to nct en the state edus
cation act, Fduentors never have been
satisfied that they were getting their full share
of the general budget, but ot least in years past
they knew what to expeet far enough in advance
1o settle their own finances
That wasn't the case this year, Like it or not,
the state Senate acted promptly i April to
come up with something which school districts
could use in hudget deliberations, and on which
stalf layoffs were bused, However, action on the
cducation bill stalled until the Tuesday House
vote, when legislators could only vote the con-
ference committee netion up or down,
Insiders suy the delay was designed to ram

hurts education

B Voters ought to take the state
Legislature to task and hold Gov.

John Engler responsible for show-
ing such a lack of leadership.

anything,"” Garden City Superintendent Mi.
chael Wilmot quipped in a March interview.

Indeed, legislators representing rich out-of-
formula und poor in-formmla districts from
thiroughout Observer & Eccentric cammunitivs
opposed the proposal. That ought to tell prople
that something wrong happened during the ma.
chinations of the joint House/Senate conference
¢ b

provisions of the hill through without thought-
ful discussions liy thuse we've clected to repre-
sent us, One wonderes why legislators seem so
willing to put up with these politieal games,

The delay nlso may have been an attempt to
helpr balance the state’s budget by delaying
state aid payments until October, forcing dis
tricts to borrow meney o begin the school yeae,

“We'll be perpetually behind and horrowing
2o stay afloat,” explained Redford Union Super-
intendent Ken Erickson.

That's no way to run a school district; it's
also no way to run the state. And voters ought
to take the state L ature to task and hold
Gov. John Engler responsible for showing such
 lock of leadeeship.

Maybe the wait woultt be understandable if

1he Legislature hal come up with a renlly cre-
bieants

‘The bill, which was approved to the dismay of
most suburban school districts, will limit aid
for sdult ederation programs, base Social Se-
carity s on 1| and 1 tax
base sharing payments.

“It dtoes not look geod fur us,” snid Rochester
Schools Superintendent John Schultz. Roches.
ter expects to lose $3.1 million, Other Oakland
County losers include Farmington witha

hing $7.6 milliun, Birmingham at $5.4
millian and Troy at $4.8 million.

In Wayne County, Livonio and Plymouth
Cnnton Schools are expected to he big losers —
Livonia to the tune of $3.9 million. Poorer d
tricts, like Garden City and Westland, may gain
some under the bifl,

The shame of it all is that 4 good educational
program could help take the chill off of the hard

ntive way to end the inequities in Mi (3
cducational system. But that hasa't happened.
“We nre quickly reaching equity. No one hos

ic times Michigan has heen in. It's going
to be up to the voting public to educate their
state legislators about that,
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Rules regulate behavior

henchmen? I den't think that's fair.
Government has established a st of rules to
regulate the behavior of its people. The purpose

read with Mr. Steve Barnaby's
I editorial {Police role needs changing, May

28, 1992}, and 1 must compliment his con-
Bistency.

He has been spowing forth the same silly,
anti-pollce drivel for as long as [ have been
reading tho Observer & Eccentric Newspapers.

What is most unfortunate {a that Mr, Barna-
by and a number of his readers probably believe
what he is saying.

He is right when he saya Americans would be
mortified if thelr police joined as participants in
civil unrest.

And well thoy should. It is ludicrous to con-
sider that the palico role in an open society such
as ours would parallel that of the organizations
run by repressive regimes, as in China.

The historical basia of our modern police de-
partment is a cadre of civillan officers working
to maintain the public peace. He certainly docs
not give our citizens much credit when he sug-
gests that the best way to guarantee compliance
with the law for an officer to, “drive up and
down the expressway.”

Is that to say that citizens are all basically
dishonest and can only be kept In check while
under the immediate scrutiny of society’s

— to ensure public peace; the polico — toen-
force the rules.

And government has given us a court system,
in part, to interfaco between the rule maker and
the rule breaker. Tho court is empowered to
check abuse of the system as woll as abuse by
the system.

Comeo on, Mr. Barnaby, it Is not the police
role that needs changing. If we didn't need rules
we wouldn't need police. If we didn’t need po-
Tice, wo wouldn't need courts; and if we didn't
need courts, we would be in Utopia.

You know where Utopin is, Mr. Barnaby? It's
in the dictionary between uprising and vacant.

J. Whitcomb, Farmington Hills

Opinlons are to be shared: We welcome your
ldeas, as do your neighbors. That's why we offer
this space on & weehly basls for opinions in your
own words, We will help by editing for clarity. To
assure authenticity, we ask that you sign your
letter and provide a contact telephone number,

Letters should be malled to: Editor, The Farm-
Ington Observer, 21898 Farmington Roao, Farm-
ington 48336,

State protections affirmed

ichigan’s Constitution protects us bet-
ter thon the Bill of Rights in the U.S,
Constitution.

Greater than [ have 1 on
this phenomenon, It's a point not just of schel-
arship but of practical government - a8 we saw
June 17,

The Michigan Supreme Court struck down
our savage drug lifer law, under which we sent
30 drug “mules,” mostly young, to the slammer
for life-without-parole for possessing 23 ounces
of cocaine.

Chief Justice Michael Cavanagh noted that
the Michigan Constitution says “cruel er unu-
sual punishments shall not be inflicted,” while
the Bill of Rights bars “crucl and unusual pun-
ishment." He called the difference important
and deliberate on the part of the state constitu-
tion’s framers.

Michigan case law calls for testing (1) the
gravity of the offenne with the harshness of the
penalty, (2) the sentence imposed for cocaine

i d to the for ather

two years ago when the court sent back down a

dozen harsh sentences that violated sentencing

guidclines. Women really do seem to be tougher

on crime. Further note: Riley and Mallett are

up for re-clection this year,
(Incid.

\ly, in all the ial breast-
beating over the drug decision, the law-and-or-
der types neglected to notice that the caurt

i ly rei d the lons based

crimesand (3) a comparison to sentences in
other jurisdicti he sald, Tucli

“The penalty in this casc is so unduly dispro-
partionate as to be cruel orunuaal . . . compa-
rable oiily to the penalty for first-degree murder
. . . noother stato imposes'a penalty even re-
motely as severe.”

1t was 4 4-3 deciaion, liberals Cavanagh and
Charles Levin, moderate James Brickley and
conservative Robert Griffin forming the majori-
ty. And 20 a law was atruck down for vlclating
ichigan" i Ithough it had
passed mustor for not violating the U.S. Consti.
tution.

Dinsenting were Dorothy Comstock Riley, Pa-
tricia Boyle and Conrad Mallett Jr. Note: Riley
and Boyle also dissented in the Milbourn case

on sutomobile searches. This is not a nnmby-
pamby court.)

The high court, upholding the ban on state-
funded aborti read the Michigan Constit
tion again but decided the “equatl benefit”
phrase didn't apply to that service. Yet it's
noteworthy the Court of Appents favored ntate-
funded abortiona for state itutional rea-
sons,

Michigan’s Declaration of Righta also pro-
tects student speech and writing, guards our
right to keep and bear arma for self-defense, and
limita governmental aid to churches far more
clearly than the U.S. Constitution,

But more on those topics another tme,

Tim Richard reports regulariy on the locol im-
pications of state and regional cvents.




