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Good Management Services and
HDZ Design have merged to be- |8
come Design Management Aasocin-

Saturn’s fou

& Wally Tauha's dream of devel-
oplmf a full-service electronics
nupﬁ ly firm has become reall-
{y. His entreprencurial style
includes team-bullding among
employees and diversification

tion, partners Gayle Good, of Bir-
mingshm,
Ziclinaki of Rochester Hilla have
announced. The new firm will focun
on the production of quality publi-
cationa, from concept through the
procduction stage.

Otto  MHacasler, vice president
and managing director of The
‘Townwend Hotel in Birmingham,
hos nanounced the appointment of
Donzld J. Kerr, Jr. to the posl.
tivn of directar of sales and market.
ing. .

nounced the appaintment of Jof-
{rey Peteemnn to the position of
director of meclin services.

Bluomfield Hilla resident Rob-
ert L, Nicholls has been promoted
to account supervisor/product mer-
chandising at Intergroup Market.
ing & Promotions (IMP) a wholly.
owned  subsidiary of the D'Arcy
Masius Benton & Bowles ndvertis.
ing ngency,

Jdulle VerHage hns been ap.
pointed director of marketing for
Southfickl-bascd Shicld'n Reatau.
rant Bar & Pizzerin.

and Bonnle Detloff B

John S. Kalan, president of Ko- [
Jon, Bittker & Deamond, Inc. an- R

brief biographical summary along with a blach
white photo, if possible, to: Busincss Editor, Observer

ing arenas.

Tsuha was

neaa,

of product line.

Wally Tauha, owner of Saturn Elec-
trontcs & Engineering [n Rocheater
Hills, has enjoyed tremendoun auccess
since founding hls company (n 1985,

Last year, Saturn doubled sales to
$15 milllon and boosted employment at
ita plant here by nearly twe dozen to
116. Tsuha acquited instant production
capacity in Misslsaippl and Mesico,
low-cost labor locales, by purchasing
Beta Manufacturing.

Saturn, 8 mnjor automotive supplier,
has taken stepa to diverslfy into the
military ond commercial subcontract-

Thone were a few of the reasons that
selocted  Manter
trepreneur of the Year by a pancl took-
ing for excellence in financlal perform.
ance, Innovation and personal commit.
ment to business and community. The
program waa sponsoted by Ermnat &
Young, & professional services firm; Inc.
Magazine; Merrill Lynch; Comerica;
WJR Radio; and Crain’s Detreoit Buai-

“We have a good base of customers,
giving unan

En-

very

ellage

To submit materials to this column, please send a
N

Tsuha snid.

Rervice el

ty to wark on products and prove our-
sclves,” Tauha said,

GM, Chryaler and Ford occount for
about 75 pereent of his company's busi-
nesa now, Tavhn said. “By 1995, we
hope other areas will grow faster than
autamotive so automotive will be shout
50 percent,” he sald.

Saturn currently is working on tank
components with General Dynamics
Land Systems and with IBM eand
Masco on commercial applicationn,

"Our original plan was to be a full.

Ateategy.

supplier, to take an

iden, develop it into a concept, build a
put it into

& Eecentric N
481560,

36251 Sech

k Livonia b ¥
deliver it

to the customer,” he sald.

""We believe we have some of the best
people in Michigon working on our
team," Tauhn sald. “We try to stress
team splrit, team effort. People are very
respenslve to that, We empower them
to make dectsions, come up with ideas.
Because we're a young company, we can
establish that culture.”
and  Tauha, 48, was aclected Minority En-
trepreneur of the Year last year in the

Michigan.

aame program. Judges thia year includ-
ed Willlam Parfet, president of Upjohn
Co.; Rick Inatome, president of InaCom
Corp.; Florine Mark, president of the
W.W. Group; and David Brophy, saso-
clate profeasor mt the Unlverity of

“'We're pretty agressive trying to be a
success,” Touha aald, “I devote a lot of  y
time to projects. We're very team-ot-
ented. We try to spread the cn-
treprencurlal splrit all the way down
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Quallty check: Wally Tsuha, president of Saturn Electronics & Engincering, visits with Wanessa
Wight in the production assembly arca.

“Today, that turns out to he the right

the team,

are, where we're headed.”

Saturn has posted n profit every year
since its inception, Tauha sald. Last
r's amounted to some $750,000, he

ald.

“We ook for improvement in all
areas of operation, not just production,
but finance and accounting.” he said.
“We set quantifiable gonls, what things

Dynamic
duo says
goodbyes

Leo Roddy doesn’t work there
anymore, Far that matter, nejther
does Marilyn Wells,

Both retired last weekend from
Model Wallpaper & Paint in Livo-
nin. Rokly, the manager, had 51
yeark of service with the family-
awned company, Wells, o sales rep
hired by Rokly, had 20,

“When T was 14, my father sent
e ta the wtore to buy a rall of
drywall tape,” recalled Roddy, now
65. “When I went into the atore, the
gentlemnn (owner Carl Schramm)
snicl, Do you want a job? "

Roddy went Uack the next day
and, except for a two-year stint In
the Army, bas worked for Schramm
cver since. Roddy was poicd $5 n
week for helping out nftee school
and on Saturdays.

He has managed the Livonia
store the past 27 yenrs nndd hos
watehed the indpstry evolve — at a
considerable increase in pay.

“There's a lot mare wallpaper
sald,” Roddy salid. “1t dresses up n
room a lot more than a cont of
paint. It Jasts a long time. It gives
yott beauty, gives you a good fecling
loeking at wallpaper rather than a
blank wall.

“Painta {today) hide better, cover
better,” he naid. "They go on easier,
Latex paint now cleans up eaaier.
‘There's no odor to them,”

Wells saught n job ofter her chil-
clren were grown.

“I've probably heiped decorate
half of Livenia," she said. “We have
somo pretty nlee customers. We
know them personally. We were in-
vited out to a lady's house the other
day to see the resulta of our decorat.
Ing. That happena frequently.”

Wallpaper customers today scem
ta prefer contempotary <lesign,
Wells snbd, but traditional has a
atrong fallowlng.

"1 don't think we'll ever lose the
couniry loak because peeple are a0
into antiques,” ahe added.

Both Roddy and Wells kept up to
eate by talking with manufacturers
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Long service: Leo Roddy and Marilyn Wells, colleagucs at
a wallpaper and paint store for some 20 years, retired
last weekend on the same day.

reps. “U've alwaya been good with
calor,” Wells said. “When vou lkn
something, you learn.”

Custamer service in what the
amaller independents use to com.
peto against largo department and
specialty stores, Wells and Roddy
agreed, “It’s personal help,” Roddy
nald. “They (customers) will toll us
what thoy've got and ws'll help
thom.

Roddy {a stopping down now be.
cause ho figures he's of retirement
age and tax laws will take a big blte
of his Soclal Security earnings if he
continues to work. He plana to
apend time finishing a second home
in Knlkaaka,

Wells, who plans to divide time
between Michigan and Florida, sald
she'a no longer physically up to the
rigoen of lNing heavy wallpaper
sample books and palnt cana.

RModdy sald ho never really
thought about getting into another

line of work or working for someone
else,

"It’s nico being able to work by
yourself and with your helpers and
not having anyone to tell you what
to do becsuse you've been lef In
chargo of the whole operation,” he
said.

Schramm, retired for 16 years, re-
members Roddy well,

“I worked at the bomber plant (In
the carly 1940s) and the three of us,
my wife, and him, kind of carried on
during the war, It was a small atore,
a tiny hole in the wall, not much
really,

“Ho was a loyal employee. Ho was
on a level with my chlldren. They
all joined the business as they grew
19," Schramm sald.

“He'a an honest and honorahle
man. I think he will be In and out.
He's not just wiped out. If we need
him, we'll call on him. He Jives the
buslnesa like I did,"” Sch naid,
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