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Blindness doesn’t hinder her vision as an author

By Buk Buck
STAFF WITER

Jean Littlo says that she never
has to go looking for now characters
in her books,

“They come up and tap mo on the
shoulder and say, ‘Write about me.
Write about me,’” Little sald fol-
lowing a wpecch at the Farmington
Hills Community Library recently.

Llttle, who is bllnd, was eccom.
panied by Rltz, a black Labrador
retriever, her seclng eye dog.

Little ln an internatlonally re-
nowned children's author. In 1962,
ahe received the Canadlan Chil.
dren's Book Award, a joint award of

< the American end Canadlan
Uranches of Little, Brown & Co for
hee firat book “Mine for Keeps." In
1985, she carned the Canadian Ll
brary Associatlon’s Children's Book
Award for “Mams's Golng to Buy
You a Mockingbind,”

A resident of Guelph, Ontario,
Little reccived her undergraduate
Jegree from Victorla Collegs at the
University of Toronto in 1955. She
1aught children with motor handl-
caps for several years befare she
sarted to write full time. She also
was & summer camp dlrector and
leader of church youth groupa.

“1 could see the big E on the
chart, but was still legally blind,"”
Little soid of her early days. “I
could atll] crons strects {without aa-
sistance).”

Little heki printed material close
to her face — 3o clase that she got
ink on her nose,

“Fifteen years ago, my vision got
much worse. Thirty ycars ago my
left cyo waa removed,” Little sald.

She's already retired another lead
dog, Zephyr, who also lost his vi-
siun, has arthritle and is now living
on afarm,

Little's right eye can't seo to read
ar anything, she said. “1f I sco the
20en coming, it's too late,” Little
antd.

Little uses a talking computer to
write.

A novel takes her 18 months to
two yeats to write. It took her seven
years to write “Mama's Going to
Ruy You n Mockingbird.”

B ‘They (new charac-
ters In her books)
come up and tap me
on the shoulder and
say, ‘Write about me.
Write ahout me.’’

Jean Little

“1 wrote [t just an I was losing my
vislon and { couldn’t quite figure
out how to do It, {write [t} Little
said.

There's money to help buy com-
puters for the blind, Little aald, ‘In
Canada I had & lot of help from the
Llons Club and the (Canadian) gov-
ernment. 1'm on my fourth comput-
erin eight years,” ahic said.

Little wilk continue to travel. In
August, she will teach a class in in
England.

“Children aak me what they can
do to become writers,” Littlo sald.
“I tell them there are three things:
Flrat, you have to have talent. You
can't do anything about that. What
you can do s read a lot and start
writing and keep on writing. Don't
expect to be published right away."

Little urges parents not to push
to have thelr children’s work pub-
lished, “It's very seldam good
enough to be published,” she sald.

Likewlse, Little advines children:
“The best placa for your noso is in-
alde & book."

Little's written two sutoblo.
graphlcal novels, She's written 20
books In 30 years.

She likea the autohlographlcal
books best because “‘they take my
life and keep it for me, The books
are “Littlo by Little” and “Stars
Como Out Within," which deals
with her loss of vislon.

When the achool was new, Little
was asked to provide her philoso-
phy of life in 16 words for & bronze
plaque that now hangs in the
schoal.

After much thought and effort,
Little settled on a simple sentance:
“A good book reaches deep insmle
and shakes your heart awake.”

A wel d sight: The Far

experiences as a blind writer.

reader-friendly to the blind.

Library offers services
to the visually impaired

By Suk Buck
STAFF WHITER

Joy Schmidt, owner of Joy
Schmidt and Associates In South-
field, was 35 years old when she
leamed she was partially blind with
aretinal problem.

. She knew hee business was fail-
ing, Lut she wondered why.

After consulting several doctors,
Schmidt learncd she had ""holes™ in
her eyes through which she could
sve. Schmidt fmd  successfuly
adapted to her low vislon without
knowing it.

“1 could see four o flive charac:
ters at one time, which was enough
to get me through testa in school,”
Schmidt said. "1 was a whiz at es-
gy queations.”™

She leamed how to get thropgh
testa by keying Into specific words,
Doctors told her that her 1G is high.
She wouldn't have been able to
odapt otherwise,

*They forgot to tell me I'm blind,
ae | forgot to leamn how (to be
Iind),” Schmidt said with a laugh.

Schimidt uses a volce synthealzer
on hee computer. She types into the
computer and the computer then
reads hack what ahe'a typed.

For reading material and ather re-
scarch needs, Schmidt regularly
visita the Oakland County Library
for the Blind and Physically Handi-
capped, which s housed in the
Farmington Community Libraty on
12 Mile Road in Farmingten Hilla.

“] yse the llbrary al) of the time,"
Schmiilt said. *I probably read sev.
en to 10 books & month. I'm In and
ovut of here constantly.”

Free scrvices

The Telking Book Library is just
une avallable service. I's a frea na-
tlonal program for visuslly end
physically hendicapped readers,
nvailable to resfdenta in thelr homo
counties. A certificate of ellgibility
must be aigned by a competent au-

M ‘{use the library all of the time. | probably
read seven to 10 books a month. I'mIn and out

of here constantly.'

Joy Schmidt

tains more than 55,000 titles and
subscriptions to mare than 75 mag-
azines. About 2,500 new titles are
edded ennuelly to a readership of
maore than 700,000 readers,

Cassette and record playback ma-
chines, and some sccessorics are
aleo available free. Service and cir-
culation of materiala s provided to
readers free by mall. No postage is
required,

“We have fiction and non-fiction
and carry everything from the eatli-
est readers to the raunchieat beat.
selters,”” sald Liz Hahn, & library
asslstant,

Patrons may Indicate If they
don’t want books sent with atrong
languege, violence or explicit de-
scriptions of sex.

‘The library has scveral machines
which aid readers, including a num-
ber of magnlfiers wihich have been
donated. These magnifiera are
loaned out for a manth at a time.
They cont anywhere from $60 to
$250 to purchase In a store.

A visual “tek” machine enlarges
print and puts it up on a TY-type
screen which can be used with dif-
ferent colored screens.

“This would let them do their
checkbook and read tholr own mail,
for example,” Hahn said.

There's even a volcs-syntheslzed
word processor tutorial program
which walks patrons through a
word procesaing program. For
someons who can’t seo and has nev.
et \yped, there’s a program which
teaches patrons how to type, Hahn
sald.

“We do a lot of referrals here,”
anld Karen \White, another library
1 1

thority other than the ()
itnmediate family.

Hooks |u large print, Braille, cas-
aette, record and flexsible disc are
provided.

The national book collection con-

L. “Wo kecp an
file and a ready reference box and
we work closoly with other agencles
1lke the Greater Detroit Socioty for
the Blind and Recordlngs for the
Blind, which is used by studenta.”

New machines

‘The library service is dealgned so
that everything can be handled by
mail or by telephone. Patrona can
call collect, White said.

‘The newest machine in the li-
brary is the Xerox/Kurzweil Per-
sonal Reader, an optlcal scanner
that reads typeset and typewritten
mnteral and turna it Into synthetic
speech, The machine reads single
sheets and bound documentslike
books,

The reader interfaces with other
computer devices for stotage, word
processing or Brallle conversion ap-
plications. It can sleo be used In
conjunction with a cassette recorder
and as a talking calculator.

The reader operates at several
different intonations and voices —
including a male, & female and &
chlild's volce. These voices {nclude
names llke Perfect Paul, Huge Har-
ry. Dr. Dennls, Upplty Unsuls,
Beautiful Betty, Rough Rita, Kit
the Kid.

Different volce tones and speeds
work well with different [ndividu.
aln.

For information on any of the li-
brary's services, call 6530300,

‘The Natlonel Library Service for
the Blind end Physicaily Handl-
eapped [8 a nations] network. Frem
& beginning of 19 libraries, the net-
work has cxpanded to 58 regional
and 90 sub-reglonal libraries
throughout the United Statea.

Last year, more than 2 million
reconded and Braille books and
magazines were circulated to a
readershlp of 757,000, The intema-
tional Union Catalog currently con-
tains 152,457 titles {15 milllon cop-

ies).

Statistics show that the average
reader borrows 37 recorded books
and megazines a year,
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“The Hills Branch Library on 12 Mile Road is the home to materials that are

ity Library invited children's author Jean Little to talk about her
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‘With this ad 2nd complets pool packepe purchase.

Kayak and Hendon
Replacement Liners!
Installation Availabla

BEAT THE HEAT

With a custom-bullt [n-ground
swimming pool
Established in 1865, wa have the
expertise to dasign, engineer,
construct, install and maintain
yout pool. We would like the op-
ortunity to make your backyard

T
A into yaut own personal resort.
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