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Opens architectural firm

Arthur F, Smith of Rochester Hitla has leR Keon-
neth Neumann/Joel Smith & Asso-
cintes as director of deslgn to form
his own firm, Arthur F. Smith Ar.
chitects in Southfield.

Scrvices [nclude programming,
aechltectural design, interlor de-
sign and master planning.

Smith was named 1985 Young
Architect of the Year by the Detrolt §
chapter of the American Institute
of Architects.

Gamache promoted

Stephen Gamache of Birmingham was hamed vice
president of the Industrial divislon at Trerice Tosto,
Blrmingham. He shares reaponaibllity for salea man-
agment, including recrulting, hiring and tealning
sales personnel.

Novi Hilton facelift

Ford & Earl Associates of Troy will handle the
25,000-square-foat renovatlon project at the Novi
Hllton. Lobbles, banquet rooms and meoting facili-
tica wlll be given an country/Mediterranean look.
‘Tho project fa set for completion In August.

3 NTH associates

Three NTH Consultanta employees have heen
named associntes at the Farmington Hitla firm. They
are Charlea J, Roarty, geotechnlcal dapartment man-
ngu In the Detroit office, and Kamel E. Deddeh and
Ch her J. Crulckshank, both project
in the aninmnn Hills offico.

Steel expansion

Cantractors Steel Co, with lts main office in Livo.
nin, will add a 35,000-square-foot addition to house
new equipment, including a five-ton capacity stacker
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crang to access 1,500 steel atora,
‘The $2-mlllion project is slated for completion by
mid- 1993,

Deck House rep

Michacl C. Msidrum Architect and Assoclates of

Rocheater is a design servico representative af Deck *

House, the Acton, Mass., company whose contempo-
rary post and beam "kit” houses ranges up to 14,000
square feet.

Pre-eminent dealer

Interior Dynamlcs, 8 full-service businesa interiors
firm based In Troy, has been designated a pre-emi-
nent dealer by the Knoll Group, a manufacturer of
office syatemn and furnlshings.

Interior Dynamics is one of 17 of Knoll's 196 deal-
ers natlonwide to achieve the Inltial honor,

Stanhardt moves

Sunhm!l Dulxm, wlﬂch lpeclaliul In commercial

and and has relo.
cnlcdln 1010 N. Hunter Blvd. [n Birmingham. The
studio employs seven.

Leasing agent

Freldman Real Estate Group of Southfield has
been named the leaaing agent for The Southfield Col-
lection, a group of seven affice buildings in that com-
munlty awned by Kojaian Properties of Bloomfield
Hills.

Modest budg:

ByR.J. Kna
STAFF WRITER

Management efforta to streamline
corporations are having an offect on
the atreamllning of offices too.

While no ono [s suggesting new in-
torior designs [ncorporate wood
planks, milk crates and cardb

for interior design are resulting
in modest furnishings and the placing of more
employees in less space, Even companies that
mdo leelI are reluctant to flaunt their suc-
pricey art and Iusury farnishings,

workforce reductions but also the
consolidation of facilitiea and opera-
tione,

From a fact sheet provided by
Ford & Earl, rightalzlng has led to
soveral trends in bow deslgners plan
the office spaces of tomorrow. The

interior designers will continue to
incorporate smaller offices, more
work stations and less 1

includes a reduction of
privata office space, more work sta-
tlons, wmaller-ocals furniture and

into their work as clienta contlnue to
hold the lne on costs.

“Even though we see slgns that
the economy is starting to rebound,
our cllenta are otill very sensitlve not
only to the bottom line but also to
the market they're doing businesa
in,” sald Thomas Ernat, prealdent
and CEO of Ford & Earl Associates,
a Troy commercial Interior dealgn
firm, which had revenuea of $3 mll-
lion last year.

Within the commerciel Interfor
deslgn industry, the uss of more
work atations and other space.sav.
{ng devices {2 known as tightsizing, &
catch-all term that refers not enly to

greater to i furn.
ishings and apace dealgn. .

“For a cllent planning & move,
every department may ask for thelr
own conference room, but only one

-might be approved. And for a client
of ours [n the health-care industry,
which Ia doing very well, while they
might have the budget for the expen-
sive, they've been extremely con-
sclous of practcality.”

Chrysler Carp., which completed
its 3.3-millfon.square-foot technolo-
o center in Aubum Hills, purposaly
kept [ndividual offices to a minie

;mum in favor of wide open spaces
. pocketed by work statlons,

Costs, creatlvity concerns

The reason was two-fold: to pro.
mote the free flow of ideas and to cut
down on costs. As a general rule,
work atations are a much tnore effi-
clent uss of space, taking up & third
of the room an office might occupy.
Because of this, their uss has soared
1n recent yearn, not only for sccretar.
ies and bookkeepers, but also ac-
count executives, entry-level profes-
slonaly, even menagors.

“The advent of the persanal com-
puter really spurred sales of .the
work statlon, because as companies
continued to updats their equip-
ment, they couldn’t very well contin-
ue to afford knocking down walls,
getting permits and hiring contrac-
tors,” sald Jim Sturdy, commercial
sales manager for ROP Business Ins
toriors Inc. in Livonia.

Peter Jeff, n spokesman for Grand
Raplds-based Steelesse, one of the
world’s largest office furniture mak-
ers, said sales of the company’s
Avenir product line, s mid-priced
system of office furniture, have more
than doubled slnce 1990. Stoelcase
operates e design studic in South.
field. i

Other Interior d of office

Fewer clicnts are ordering mahogany
desks and leather chatrs. Even onco
large art budgets are being curtailed
in favor of less expenslve crestive
offerings.

Practically speaking

‘The movemsnt toward practicality
12 expected to continue well into the
current economic recovery, said
Emst. No firm wants to take a
chance on orderng rosewood furni.
ture only to have the ecconamy
sputter and stall. The same goes for
expanaive frescos and portralts,

For a client that recently moved to
Auburmn Hllls, Emst said hix firm
created small squares, circles and
trianglea from dlfferent colors of
plexiglass to highlight interlor hnlh
In place of works by Degas o
Warhol. Still, cllents bave not Iou
sight of quellty.

“As far as selection goes, quelity
atill rules,” sald Eenst. “Clients con.
tinue to favor natural wood doofs as
they wear better than paints and
laminstes.

“And for lobby Doors, they might
choose granite becauss it lasts much

space have cited the sama trends.
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Builders, architects contend
with anti-discrimination act

By RJ. Kino
BPECIAL WRITER

The second phase of what has been called the
most sweeping anti-dlscrimlination law since the
Civil Righta Act of 1984 goea into effect July 26,
requiring small businessos to join thelr larger
brethren In glving equa] access to tha disabled,

those undergoing major renovatlons) must be
completely accessible to those with physical
handicaps. In some cases, that means wider doors,
making cutb cuts in sidewalks and entrances, and
installing Nashing elarm lights.”

Broad provisl

Fot area h retailors and
owners with 25 or fewor employees and annual
revenues of more than $1 million, the law, the
Amesicana with Disabillties Act, means more
than merely providing adequate parking spaces ar
ramps for the handlcapped.

In reataurants, braille or large-type menus must
Lo provided for the blind or visually impalred, of
walters may read the monus aloud; grocery stares
hava to provide lower display cases for the dis.
shled; and movie theaters have to provide space
for customers in wheelchairs,

While the act may prove costly to thoas who
muat comply, it does offer upportunllhl l'ur erea

While it {n up to architects and attorneys to in-
terpret the law, some provisions are written so
broadly that businesses are flocking to legal seml-
nars armed with a checkllat of jtams that include
proper parking spaces, restroom and elevator ace
cessibility, and the atats of high pilo, low denalty
carpeting (it must be removed).

“Yuu have to ba very careful about whst you
bulld under the new law. Wa go over the drawings
with a fine-tooth comb to make aure everything ia
in order,” sald Gene Belttari, prealdent and co.
owner of Campentry By Masterctat and Euro-Tile

builders, and by pi
additional work ordera st & time when ' the con-
struction [ndustry Is ahowing signs of & rebound
from & five-year Jull in bualness.

“Anytlme something ie mandated by federal or
state law, there will be a cost impact,” eald Tom
Landry, president of tha AJ. Etkin Construction
Co. In Farmington Hills.

“We'ra Just now sesing some of th

of Michigan, both based in Livonia.

“Already some of our commercial clienta aro
calling to Inqulre about work they may need done
to come [n complisnce with the act. And in the
past, we've been very carefil to sce that such
things as ramps are installea properly and with a
gentle enough slope to accommodate whoelchalra
and walkers.”

o
tako effect. Under the law, new bulldings (and
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