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Abby on ‘Homefront’;
Clara Bow remembered
By Taylor Michacls

Q: My husband and £ lore the ABC
shor Homefront. Recently, my mother
{old me she read in another column,
Dear Abby, rhat the show is being
canceled, Please tell me It's not true! If
itis, why?$ knowit's very popular fnour
area. —Jt, Rucinski, Esmond, I,

At It's refreshing to know that Abby
i3 branching out. Once satisfied with
dispensing advice on party etiquetic,
she must have realized Jife’s true
happiness comes from tefevision crie
ticism, However, the plain truth is that
Homefront has not been canceled and
is only on summer hiatus white new
episades are being developed for the
fall, when it will move 10 Thursday
nights. Homefront was 8 successiul
show for ABC this year in their
prime-time Tucsday lincup.

Qi ¥ wosk in & rolirewment dume for
merchant marines. A resideat there wax
once the shipmate of (actor) CHIY
Robertson during World War II. When
Raiph Edwards recallied Mr. Roberty
son’s {ife on This Is Your Life In 1971,
this men was invited to participate. He

.
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They'll be back: Hometronts
Harry O'Rellly, Samml Davis-Voss

x50 provd of that experience, He ls not
in good health, Could you tell me where
o write to Ciiii Robertson, in bopes be
might consent (o write this man? —Dee
Bryson, Newport, N.C.

A: You may wrile 10 Robertson in
care of his agent at [CM, 8899 Beverly
Bivd,, Los Angeles, Calif.,, 90048,

Q: I've deen trying to recxlt the name
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of & western I saw on TV with Robert
Preston, He and bis family were
traveling In & covered wagon and
Preston kept rattlesnakes Ina dag. Can
youhelp? —JSessie Snyder, Fort Worth,
Texas.

A: The Chisholms first sired on CRS
as a miniseries in 1979, The story of a
family's arduous journcy wesiwasd
co-starred Rosemary Harmis and Ben
Murphy. It proved so popular that the
nctwork brought it back as & series the
next year. But when Preston’s char-
acter passed away, so did 1he series,

Q: Can you tell me what Roy Rogers®
realnamels? I sawiton TV dut can'tre~
member what /t was. It's the name of s
witd anlmal but I can'’t think of which
one. —Jeanle Reese, Halimay, Mo.

A: A lcopard can't change its spols.
but Leonard Slye can and did change
his name to Ray Rogers.

Q: P'm Interested In knowing what
happened to Clara  Bow snd her
husband, Rex Bell, I'man oldie, and she
was @y farorite — sbe was so pretty.
know she made Hoopla, The Fleet's In,
Dangerous Curves, \Wings and & couple
of others. ~M. Semenak, Ironwood,
Mich,

A: Clara Bow passed away in 1965,
thiee years after husband Rex Bell.
Baw's film career was a bitteryweet
testament 1o the end of an era, where
many silent-film stars were Jost in the
shuffle 10 movies with sound.

The daughter of an impoverished
Coney Island waiter, Bow won a bit
partinamovicthrougha fan-magazine
contest in 1921 when she was 16, and
itlaunched her screen career. Her most
famaous role was in 1927's Ir. "1™ was
what we now call sex appeal, and How
hag it. She became o symbol of the
flappee ¢ra and was known as the *[1
Giel." (Theanimated vamp Beity Boop
was supposedly modeled after Bow.)
But her seauality fell out of favor wilh
the public in the more conservative
B H

cra, and
combined with her physical and
menta) fragility to bring her carcer to
an end shorily aler the advent of
talkies, A meager comeback aviempt
failed, and Bow finally retired in 1933
aNer Hoopia, the tast of her 55 films.
Bow spent much af the neat three
decades in sanitoriums.

Afler cloping with Bow in 1931, Rex
Bell’s carcer as & Western star stowed
but didn’tend until 1951 withabit part
in The Misfits, which starred Clark
Gable and Marilyn Manroe, Bell was
tlected licutenant govesnor of Nevada
in 1954 and ran unsuccessfully for
governor in 1958,

Please scod your questions to Let’s
‘Talk, Features Department, P.O, Box
961009, Fort Worth, Texas, 76161
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