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POINTS OF VIEW

Changing climes follow geology in state’s history

p North they dan’t read the en-
vironmental writers in the big
city papers or hear about the
“greens” on the local country-western
station. So lust week no one, not even
Gitchee Manitou, knew a global warm-
“Ing trend is affecting the climate,
1t was in the 40s at night and low GOx
during the day with leaden, overcast
skies and winda howling out of Conadu
-at 200 or 30 miles an hour, That was in
the northern Lower Peninsula, The
Upper Peninsuln was 8 degrees colder,
The Fourth of July weekend usuully is
one of the warmest of the year. Not in
1892, But campers didn't seem to
miml.
The biggest bunch of spoiled solties
} ever saw were at Indian Lake State
a vouple of summers ago. No
1 frot dogs araund the fire for
thuse dudes, no aruma of fresh fish
feving. The campground ik near Manis.
tinue, where they have pizzerias,
Didl those eampers walk (o town for
pizza? Never, Did they pile into the

family van and drive in? Fat chance.
No, those denizens hiked all the way to
the camp pay phone and erdered plzza
delivered 1o the campgrountd.

1t was an obscenity, the worst dis-
ploy of human behavior I have seen
since the San Francisco convention of
1984. 1 won't go back to [ndian Lake,

We did compromisc a fittle bit by
camping at a state park with electrici
ty. The chap next door was from the -
area and knew more than a listle about
the Winconsin professor who erected
platforms on dead trees in o nearhy
flooded area, Ospreys, cousins of the
hald engle, nested on one platform.
‘Through binoculars we got a good
glimpse of junior osprey peking his
hend pbove the nest of sticks waiting
for mom and dod te bring a dinner of
fish,

The neighbor chap was nice and
well-informed, so we forgave his wife
for using o microwave oven (o roast a
turkey for Sunday dinner. Our Sundany
dinner was nosthern pike broiled overo

pinewood fire.

We hardly-saw the woman in the
camper on the other side. No sitting
around the campfire singing *Home on’
the Range” for her — not when she had
the blue glare of a television to distract
her fram the songs of the Baltimore ori-
oles and rose-breasted grosheaks in the
pines,

One chill morning, a father and son
moved in nearby. Dud was unshaven

and bleary-eyed. They had been in
northern Ontario, got fed up with the
frost (literally), packed up the previous
evening and drove all night back to
Michigan, 1 offered him s cup of coffee.

“Thanks, that's the first coffce I've
had in three days,” he said, “We want-
ed to camp in o provinclal park with
clectricity, but there were no spots left.
1 only brought an clectric coffee maker,
o I was out of luck.”

Now, this man turned out to be co-
pable of catching two fish to my one,
but 1 still felt a bit smug about having
an ofd-fashi 1 ol P t
— and about being able to use the
apen-pot method in a pinch,

But this is about the weather. Qur
camp was in the narthern lower penin-
sula, not far from limestone sinkholes
formed cons ago by warm seas, not cold
Iakes. IU's a short drive from the Pigeon
River State Forest where they drill for
oil made from tropical plants tens of
millions of years ago. ! made a pilgrim.
age to a favorite gravel pit and added

several fossils of tiny sea animals Lo ”
the collection. And 1 climbed hills
formed when the two-mile thick gla:
ciers receeded 12,000 years ago,
Michigan's climate has ch § due
to natural forces, long before anyane
inventesd the depleted ozone layer, In-
deed, the climate has changed in our
tifetimen, My dad used to tell us kids
abaut his camping trips as a young

man.

“We didn't use hot water and shav-
ing cream to shave,” he said. “We'd
aplash cold water on our faces, let it
freeze, and use the flat end of an axe to
knuock the ice off our faces, The whisk-
ers come off with it." Wow, that must
have been cold.

in an arca once covered by tropical
forests, shallow scas and glaciers, a
week in the 60s doesn't seen so bad.
Not when the pike are biting and the
predator birds are making a comeback.

Tim Richard reports regularly on the
local implications of state and regional
erents.

Indifference fuels resentment between races

can understand the anger that

fuels the explosive violence of the

inner city, { can understand, more,
1 can feel the barely checked rage that
seethes just helow the beart of the male
who wax both fortunate and, ot the
same time, wnfortunate enough to have
been burn blnek und to live in this pae-
tiewlar time and place,

* | know the defeats, the humiliations
and the uncertainty experienced by
binck men through the ages and 1, too,
have been guilty of howling te an
unhearing moon about the injustice of
ty trentment by an unthinking majori-
w.

+ Growing up black and poor and male
in the war-like projects of Chicage's
south sice taught life’s lessons carly.
Survival meant toughness, emotions

shown could betray you, sometimes
Kind sl 1
for

“There is an inditference that drives
the resentment of much of white Amer-
ica toward the perception of black ci
2ens’ nchi 1 can und
more, | can feel the mistrust they have
when confronted by the average black/
white situation. [ can relate to wearing
afluence like a shield,

At oge 13, survival in the Beirut-like
terror of Chicago's menn st o
sume meant being shipped off. Lyndon
Johnson's great socicty programs were
in full bloom then, and to benetit from
tederal dollurs, private schools were
tmade ta integrate, Being a dubjous
beneficiary of one of the ensliess exam.
ples of afliemative action, I was
Braught into the loop as one of two
black boys in an atherwise all-white
New Hampshire boarding school.

Living, studying, playing, cating and

B was
Women were there to be appreciated,
then chased after and ultimately re-
Jeeted for a newer model.

with young white boys in the
formative stages of their lives again
taught life's lessons carly. It mattered
little how smart you were, or how well

W There is an Indifference
that drives the resentment
of much of white America
toward the percepiion of
black citizens' achieve-
ments. | can understand,
more, | can feel the mis-
trust they have when con-
fronted by the average
black/white situation.

you played sports, or how hard you
studied, what really mattered in that
little New Hampshire school was what
color yau were and how much money
your Dadidy had. And thaugh that was
25 years ago, the equation hasn't
changed that much.

While I can understanl the anger
felt by thase on society’s hottom rung,
while | can fee] the mintrust of blacks
hy whites, } cunnot stup the rage which
rips me at the injustices perpetuated
on peaple of color by thoese intent on
maintaining the status quo, just as
they cannot shake the indifference
which drives the wedge deeper still and
turther fucls o smoldering rage.

We're too different, those who have
given up on the decam of racial equity
dectare. Different eulture, different val-
ues, different mannerisms, different
agendas. There's no way we can ever
pull the races together; better to main-
tain separateness and ensure personal
growth and satisfaction,

I disagree. As a mon who has had a
foat solidly anchored in both cultures
for a quarter century, 1 see more simi-
larities than differences. Work, health,
happiness, justice and peace drive us
alk and could form a tie that binds,

Opportunity hosed on contribution
f shared by both black and
e final truism embraced by
many in both comps that no man is an
island could, if given the chanee, lead
us from the path of further alienation

I can understand the anger that fuels
the violenee of the inner cities. [ can
understand the indifference of the mia-
jurity that drives the rage of the minoe.
ity. I can’t underatand how we have al-
lowed the anger and indifference to rise
unchecked, nor do | understand how to
fix it. Have you got any ideas?

Jeffrey Mitler, a Southfield resident.
is producer/host of “Transition," shuwn
{ocally at 8:30 a.m. Saturdays on
WNXON-TV 20.
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30% -80%
reductions on comparable department store prices
on selected merchandise!

Warnten's designer and brand name summer shoes now from $12 to $46, some higher.
Also a fine selection of summer handbags offered in this sale. Men's designer and
brand name summier shoes reduced, Just look for the wont SALE and
save even more! These shoes and handbags have been priced to sell.

FAMOUS

FURTHER 'REDUCTIONS

SEMIANNUAL

SALE

0-60:

OUR ORIGINAL PRKES

Hurry in to Talbots stores
for even greater savings on
selected spring and summer clothes
and accessories for misses and petites,
including items from our catalogs.

Quantities ore limited.
INTERMEDIATE MARKDOWNS MAY HAVE REEN TAXEN,

albots

SPECIAL STORE HOURS: Open Sunday, July 12, 12r008-5am

3635 Roclrester Road
(Besween Big Beaver Rd. & Wattles Rd. ) Phone: 689-2800
M, TH, ¥,SAT10-9 SUN12-6 CLOSED TUES & WED FOR RESTOCKING

CQur Ywelve Ooks Mol stors will keep regulor hours.
Ann Arber, 514 Eoy Wathingion Street Tel, 994.8485 » Blemingham, 255 Sovh Woodword Awnoe
11, 2599696 » Grosee Paiate, 17015 Kercheval Street Te! B84-5595 » Liventa, Lourel Port Ploce
el. 482.9470 » Twabve Ooka Mall, Novi Tel 349 6500
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