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Labor of love: Everyone loves a
parade. This year's cavalcade of
floats and marching bands
highlighting the 28th annual
Founders Festival proved it
again./3A

Miss Farmington: Amber Arbuck-
le was crowned at the Miss Farm-
ington/Farmington Hills scholar-
ship pageant Wednesday at
Viadimir’s./8A

Democratic battle: Democrats
Walter O. Briggs and Michael
Meyer air their views as the Aug. 4
primary draws near./2A

Dralning job: What exactly does
the Qakland County drain com-
missioner do and why do these
men want the job?/5A

Dublin your pleasure: James
Joyce isn't the only Irish literary
artist with roots in Dublin./6A

Flying solo: Traveling alone
doesn’t have to be lonely./6A

Beggar's banquet: Visiting
downtown sometimes means an
official welcome — from a
panhandler./10A

Winner dinner: Make-ahead meal
perfect for casual, al fresco dining
features recipes from the South-
field Senior Arts League
Coohbook./1B

Budget gourmet: Caterer shares
tips for preparing wholesome, ele-
gant meals with style./1B
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2 blame battle over lot on Hills

5

By Buk Buck
STAFF WRITER

Robert Wilk docan't want to liveon s
secluded lot.

But the roofer and builder wants to
knaw how the city of Farmington Hills
could have allowed a non-confocming
lot owned by Michael Schwartz of Unit-
ed Homes, Inc.

City
to start
letter

By Casry Hang
STAFF WRITER

Farmington residents can  expect
more news from city hall this year,

The city will begin publishing a
newsletter this fall in addition to the

H COMMUNICATION

informatlonal year calendar the city has
Vitionally published at the

of each year. .

The newsletter will be distributed
twlce each year — in the fall and again
in the spring/aummer season.

“The idea had been discussed by the
clty council for several years but was
caised again during council goal-aettlng
seaslons in recent months, Mayor WIl-
liam Hartsock, who has made public

and with

residents & goal, is taking the attitude
“the more the better” " *

"If we heve better communication

- with our residents and tell them what's

expected of them, you don't have the
subsequent probloma,™ he said.

The newsletters are to be done, ini-
tinlly, by Marketing Communications
Counse) Inc. of Southficld, which aided
the city In an informational campalgn
surrounding the city's recent sewer
bond issue. The city hae decided to try
the newsletter and measure [ts resulta
befare making it permanent.

Councilwoman Joanne McShane was
the lone volce speaking agalnst the
newaletter, saying that she's “not
egainst the newalctter ftself” a3 a tool
to communicate with resldents.

“I'm not completely opposed to it,"

See JOURNAL, 4A

A nelghbor and a developer who are at 0dds with each
are puiting the blame for their continuing battle aver
lot sizes on the city of Farmington Hills,

Wilk lives on an acre lot on Watt
Street, east of Middlebelt, north of Nine
Mile Road, In the Elm Grove subdivi-
slon.

Schwartz wants to build e houseon a
66-foot-wide parcel — next doar to Wilk
— which is not permizaible in the aren
where 80-foot-wide lots are required. So
he recently petitioned fora 14-foot varl-

ance, which the city denied, Schwastz's
response was a lawault agalnst the city
n Oakland County Circuit Court.

Twenty-five neighbors slgned & petl-
tion opposing Schwartz's variance re-
quest. Most of these people realde on
Watt Street, a few Jive on Elm Grove,

*Hin (Schwartz's) problem [a self-cro-
ated, by the way he divided the lots.”
Wik sald.

Wilk and his petitloni

steeet. Bize would be tho only differ-
ence. - i

Schwartz scqulred nine lota in No-
vember, 1988, at which time the proper-
tles ware zoned RA-4 (single-family res-

identlal} and it was permissible to

bulld on 60-foot lota. At that time oll

nine lots were buildable.
In lote 1988, however, the planning
inalon and city council decided to

told the city their property values would
by alfected — something Schwartz
vehemently denles, Schwartz says he
proposes to build a house of equal qual-
ity to others that he has bullt on the

Circus wagon

Kids day: Two-year-old Mark McGraw studies the circus
wagon play equipment at the annual Ki ids Day in the Park
— the traditional Tuesday hickoff for the Founders Festi-
val, which concluded Sunday.

QuY WARREN/STAF? PHOTOORAPHER

Judge candidate cites experience

This is the fourth in a series of atories
about candidates vying for an open seat
on the 47th District Court bench

By Casry HANS
STAFP WRITER

Richard Pochlman has mads his
mark as & 25-year trinl attarney —
something he believes makes him the
best qualified person to sit on the
bench.

“f have more expericnce than anyone
running, or anyone who could run for
the job,” said Poshiman, 52, a former
Formington Hilla clty attorney who
lives and practices in the Hills. “I've
been there and I think I belong there.
1'm not really soft on crime at all. I be.

lieve fn tough prosecution, but not over-
prosecution.”

An overriding concern of Poehlman's
is the atmosphere in today's court-
roams. He aald there should be “a litle
more dignity” in court
and that it should be
“an arens of propriety
and decorum, rather
than a circus.”

Also, he sdvocates

==} ore recognition of
Election persocal righta In the

sest on the 47th Diatrlet Court this
year, The seat opena with the retlro-
ment of Judge Margaret Schaeffer. Lo-
cated in Farmington, the court serves
both Farmington and Farmington Hills.

Of the seven, the two top vote-getters
on Aug. 4 will face & run-off in Novem-
ber.

Pochlman first becamo intereated In
{aw while attending a seminary for
three years as a young iman, whers he
developed a “reapect for the law and
truth,” and tearned Latin, he said, After

dl intl ' with an ac-

’9 Judiclal tom

“That's what it's ol
about,” he added.

Poehlman is among seven Hilla attor-

neys running for an open, non-partisan

counting career, he decided 1o go to law
achoal at the University of Detroit, the

Beo CANDIDATE, 11A

rezone part of the Elm Grove subdivi-
sion to an RA-3 zone, which requires
80-foot lots in order to build a housc.

See BATTLE, <A

2 relive
town’s
history

Editor's note: History is best told by
those who have lived it. In this sec-
ond of a two-part series, Noro Rag-
tand, who is promoting the Foun-
ders Day Festival for the Farming-
ton-Farmington Hiils Chamber of
Commerce, talked with two lifelong

residents for their stories.

BY Nona RAGLAND
SPECIAL WRITER

As Farmington celebrates 125 years
since its Incorporation as a village, it's
enlightening to share a few nostalgic
memories with the sages of the commu.
nity to give a refreshing account of what
Tilo was years ago.

“Through the eyca of Harley Walters
and Mary Bush, both lifelong commu-
nity residents, the history of the Farm-

L — T —
- —ANNIVERSARY

Ingtan area comes to life. Here's a con-
tinuing glimpse of what life was In the
Farmlington area throughout the years
from Hetley Walters, who was born in
1905:

“Bill Groves’ blackamith shop at the
notthweat corner of State and Farming-
ton, installed horse shoes for 25 cents
each or fous for 90 centa.

‘The Farmington Town Hall — now
the Masonic Temple — built in 1876,
was the focal point of the social and po-
litical life of the town.

“Home talent shows, lectures, East.
ern Star dances, political meetings and
Dbasketball games were oil held there. It
was there, at 16, 1 learned to dance and

See HISTORY, 9A

Jnmasoehlman: Says experi

ence makes him the best qual-
ified for the job.

Animal tips

Hills ofthe ¥

1f you've ever wondered what to do if you come
ncroas abandoned or injured young wildlife, the an-
awers are waiting I'nrym: at the Farmington and
Farmt b Cor

me

FARMINGTON FOCUS

My Vote Counts

The Farmington Hllls Committee to Increase Vo-

invites cable viewers to

ter b

tune into its next two monthly shows “My Voto

Newsroom: 4T7~5450

Newsroom Fax: §77-9722
Sports: 953-2141

Reader Comment Line: 953-2042
Classified Advertising: 531-0300
Display Advertising: 5912300
Home Delivery: 591-0500
Cable/TV Weekly: 953-2189

munity Library,

Sheets of information for rabblts, raccoans snd
birds, for example, are avallable thanks to Farming.
ton Hilla resident Beverly Comell, s well-known
wild)lfe rehabllitator, licensed by the state Depart-
ment of Natura! Resources.

‘The data is availabla in the information files in
tboth the adult and juvenile departments at the Hills
brsnch on 12 Mile, and the Farmington branch on
Liberty, You can also ask for assistance at the infor-
mation deaks, N

Permanent home
F ’s Herltage Qullt found ts

The quilt was made In commemoration of Farm-
Ington’s incorporation as s village in 1867

Under the suporvialon of co-chalrwomen Laura
Myers and Kathleen Brickner, the quilt blocks wers
created by 22 needlowomen and the quilt was qullted
by hundreds of children and adulta ranging in age
from 6 to 100 years of age from Farmington and
Farmlington Rills,

The 125th annlversary celobratlon cammittes ex-
tends apecial praise and thanks to the project co-

. chairwomen and to all the school children and adults
whe worked on the Heritage Quilt, sald Farmington
Mayor Shirtey Richardson.

Tha celobration committee invites the public to
P City Hall, 23600 Liberty, and sce

home at Farmington City Hall, Julyl,

stop by
the Heritage Quilt.

Counta™ — an Channel 12 MetroVisloa.

July's show features an interview with Oskland
County Commissioner Lawrence Pernlck of South.
field ot home eule In Oakland County. Vicki Barnett
Is host. o -

August’s ahow will featute wn interview with Elea-
nor Whitson, prealdest of the Republican Women's

_Federation of Mict about the federation on atate
and natlonal levels, Commiltce member Julteann
Hovanesian will host the show,

*My Vote Counta” ean been uen at 8 pam. every
Wednesday, 2 p.m., Thursdays, and 7 p.m., Fridays.




