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Joe Henry: The singer/songwriter, who is a 1978 graduate of Rochester Adams, mixes country/folh musing in his
new album, “Short Man's Room." He'll perform with the Jayhawhks Sunday, July 19, at The Ark, 637 S. Main,

Ann Arbor.,

Mystery behind his music

Joe Henry goes exploring without compass
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Joc Henry, 2 1978
Adams High Schoel, returns to Michigan to
perform his hearty blend of country/folk char-
at The Ark in Ann Arbor.

By LAnny O’CoNNOR
STAFF WRITER

Joe Henry admits living in sell-
imposed obreurity, Hin musicat for.
tunes have always been sought on
the periphery.

All of which would scrve to con.
tribute te the mysteriousncss of the
singer/wongwriter, who is a 1978
geadunte of Rochester Adams. His
music would seem to be as remote.

1t's nat.

Henry's new  album, *'Short
Mun's Room," is & forthright hrorty
blead of country/falk musings, sin-
gular and vivid in theie detail. Moat
nre character sketches, the result of
their writer loat in his own inaular
exploration without a compass,

“The more detached | get from
myself, the casice it s to write,”
snidd Henry, who performs Sunday,
July 19, at The Atk in Ann Arbor.

duate of Rochester

“Flannery O'Connor once raid the
mare she wrote, the more mysteri-
wus writing became ta her. 1 find
myselfl feeling the same way. You
can get ko lost in It. Sometimen you
feel you're at the wheel of n runoway
cor.”

Sumetimes in thin internal
wearch, Henry will turn up a num-
ber guch an the title track, “Short
Man'’s Room." The languid, some-
what sad folk nnrrative i a portray-
al of an old man living out his final
years alone.

Amid a lamenting vinlin in the
background, Henry alngs: “This s a
ahort man’s room, better you watch
your head/1 still got my one good
eye. 1 keep it next to my bed/1 keep
my money down here, 1 dreas it to
Took like a shoe/I'm saving up for o
pair, Then I'll have more money
than you,"

Ironically, Henry says sureeptic
tioaly he found the sketch in his
mind white teying to write anuther
aumber. “It was like finding some-
one clae’s song," he vaid,

TFhoeugh anchored in sich detall,
“Shoert Man's Room™ mirror the
sateleas being many of Henry's
numbers find themselven In. They
are, perhnps, synonymous with an
artist who has never felt grounded
to any particular plece or wcene.

Henry's life hax been tranulent,
listing oddrennes in Nosth Carolina,
Geurgin, Ohlo, Michigan and New
York, His family moved to Roches-
ter while he was in high school, He
Inter moved te Ann Arbor, graduat.
ing with a bachelot’s degree In Eng-
lish from the University of Michl-
Run.

Henry then went onto Brooklyn,
N.Y., and currently calls Los Ange-
len home though he's been staying
in Minncapolin to rehearse this up-
coming tour with the Joyhawka.

In those arcas, Hensy eatablinhed
o recording career that has included
four LP'w starting in 1986 with
“Talk of Heaven” on Profile
Recortts. Hix next two, “Murder of

Crows™ (1989) and “Shufflctown™
{1990) were released on A&M.

“An far as the disadvontages (of
being in ubscurity), you feel like
you're beating your head against
the wall if you're trying to take a
song outslde of yuur living soom.™
he sdid. “The advantages are you'se
not beholden to anyone.”

While living in Rochester, Henry
perhaps  established the closest
thing to be catled hin roots, He met
and [ater married Melanie Ciccone,
sister of pop ican Madonna, Muai-
cally, those times were formative as
well,

“In high schoal, looking back, T
waa going through my purest peri-
al,” Henry nold. 1 waan't lintening
to anything but Woody Guthrie aml
country and Llues artists such an
John Hurt, Leadbelly and Lightnin®
Hopkinn. It was so stripped bare. It
won like a burning light.

", . .1 think everyone clse wan
listening to Boz Scaggs.”

Joe Henry will perform with the
Jayhawhks Sunday, July 19, at The
Ark, 6373 S. Main, Ann Arbor. For
infarmation, call 761-1451.

IN CONCERT

Monday, July 13

SOMETIMES
Rick’s Cafe, 611 Chureh, Ann Arbor,
996.2747

BIGBONT RICK

Cross Street Station, 531 W. Cross,
Ypulant.

485.5050

PARADISE VALLEY JAZZ JAM
tin's, 5756 Cass, Delrot.
832.2355

Tuesdoy, July 14

PRODIGALS
Bind h}. 208 5. Fust, Ann Arbor.
996-855

CHISEL BROTHERS WITH THORNETTA
A
Awn's, 5756 Cass, Detrolt.

832.2355

weadnesday, July 15

HIQH TEN

With Fully Loaded st Bund Pig, 208 S,
First, Ann Arbot.

996.8555
MIRROR IMA|

k' s Cnfe Gl 1 Chueeh, Ann Aror,
996.2.

rlnwcau
The Ak, 6374 S. Main, Ann Asbor.
761-1451

BAD RELIGION

S1. Andrew's Hat, 431 E. Congress,
Detroit. Tickets are $9.50.
96 1MELT

Thursday, July 16

RICHARD THOMPSOM

‘Wilh Pentangle ot The Majestic, 4120
\h{’wdwmd Detront. Tickets are $15.50 in
advancae,
99-MUSIC
THE DIFFEREN

Rick's I CBYB Gl 1 Church, Ann Arbor,
996

unna H}‘ 208 S. Fust, Ann Arbor.
996-8555

DEATRUCTION RiDE
with Grff's Gnil, 49 N. Saginaw, Ponti-

oc.
333.5150
BUSHMASTERS
Alvin's, 5756 Cass. Detrod.
832.2355

LEMONHEAD

With Jullans Haifield at St. Andeew's
Hatl, 431 E. Congress, Detrort.
G6LMELT

Friday, July 17

ELMET

S1. Andrew’s Hah, 43| E. Conpress,
Datron,
961-MELT

TRINIDAD TRIFOLE STEEL BAND
Rick's Cafe, 811 Chureh, Ann Arbor,
996.2747
JUNIOR YALENTINE AND THE ALL STARS
Bling Phg, 208 S. Fisst, Ann Arbor,
996-85:

VOODOO CHILH
Cross Sireat Station, 511 W, Cross,
Vps:lanllso

LIVE BAIT MACHINE
L L, 2930 Jacab, Homtramek.
875-6555

230 MAX

With Tho Dopes 8t Gnff's Gall, 49 N.
Soginaw, Pontisc.
334.5150

THEBLANKS
Alvin's, 5756 Cass, Detrort.
832.2355

THE OPAQUE

Wilh Hope Dl:heslm nl The Alioy.
Greekiown, 508 Mon

963.3357

OEOROE SEOARD
Sulty’s, 4758 Greenfleld, Dearborn
846.5377

Saturday, July 18

GODFLESH
St. Angrew's Hall, 431 E. Congress,
Detroit.
961-MELT
STEVE NARDILLA ROCK N* ROLL TRIO
E\ma PI! 208 5. Firs1, Ann Arbor.

MARCIA BALL
The Ak, B37Vs S. Main, Ann Ao,
761-1451

STONE SOUP

Cross Street Staton, 511 W. Cross,
Yesilanl,
485.5050

wnn Sptml om\ce at Li's 21, 2930
Jocob, Hamita
875.6555

PARNK THE KARMA
Wiln Thunderharp Choir 81 GrifT's Grlt,

49 N, Saginaw, Ponllac. Park the Kama

will rolease thew new video

334.5150

MISSIONARY STEW

‘With Radia Covolne and Mooshka at Af.
vin's, 5756 Coss, Detroit,
832.2355

THE EXCEPTIONS
with Black Pwrm a\ Tho Alloy, Greek-
[96“; 508 Montoe,

IMIIAII 3
Suny 5, 41sa Greenfiela, Dearborn,

Sunday, July 19

JOE HENRY
with the Jaymv-hs 8t The Ak, 637V 5.
Main, Ann Arbor.
761-1451

STREET SENSE
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Therapists differ .
on homosexuality

Dear Borbora:

1 read with
great  Interest
the article in
the April 20th
Issue, Thero In
a member of
my family who
has recently
dinclosed to un
———=——=——"that he thinks
he may be homosexual. Hin fecl-
ings regarding this problem are
identical 1o those expreased by
the young man in your aricle.
He desperately wants to be
helpedd andl — ax he terms ft —
Le part of the *main stream soci-
ety.” He wants to have o family
ant children and be a family
man just like all his friends.

He is a bridlient young man
nnd a prafessional. He, wo, feels
that the gny cemmunity is too
quick to accept their sexunl pref-
vrence without trying to tackle
this problem vith o therapiat. He
in neared amil unhappy and ls
willing to give it “his all” In or-
der to be belped.

1 would grestly appreciate
your giving us some names and
addresa. Also we wuuld bike the
address of the paychotherapint,
Chasles Soccardivs, which you
mentloned In your article.
‘Thank you

BARBARA
SCHIFF

Deas Readers:

‘The column on Aptil 20 that
today's writer is referring to was
from a young man who fcars he
in goy nnd wanta psychotherapy
to help him live a heterosexual
life. He asked about the causen
of hamosexuality and about the
chancea of finding the kind of
help he desires.

In my reply to him and in o
follow-up column, 1 dircussed
the various outlovka taken hy
the mental health field. The an-

Readers eager to tell|
their favorite things jj

The other
day, alter wak-
ing up at the
usual none-
too-bright and
eatly hour of
11 am, ! was
sitting in the
kitehen read-
Ing the news-
paper when the

T ———
LEFT OF
CENTER

it sound of aloud

HAMILTON lawn mower

T roercd past the
open doot,

An 1 gat up ta shut the door, [
glanced at the gruff-looking, bur.
ly dude mowing the lawn. He
was wearing ear plugn and whis.
tling a tune. it wan that “Thes
Are n Few of My Favorité
Things” seng from “Sound Of
Music.”

It made my day,

A column ago, I asked readers
to send In a list of their favorite
things, or if they were feeling
grouchy, a list of bothersame
things. Here are the results:

Matt Rogers of Weatland sent
a letter handsomely decorated by
his young mson with a blue
highlighter pen. For this creativ.
Ity (mistaken, [ Inl[m) a3 well
as promptness and fine penman-
ship, Rogers should get a copy of
a Stevie Ray Vaughn video,
"Live at the El Mocambo,” as a
prize. Unfortunately, he won't,

Writes Rogera: “1 agree with &
lot of your cholces, especially
singing loudly In the car ar old
couples holding hands, Great!

“What about . . . ateamy win.
dowa at the drive-in, binhiday
cakes, nature wolks, Stevic Ray
Vaughn, holding a cold beeron a
real hot day, the smell of freshly
cut wool, the forum section of

Atazla

swer to today's letter is designed .|,
to amplify those replies. Al

The doctora' names aml ad- ),
drenses this writer requests were 1
mailed to her home. ;

Dear ‘Thank You',

Thank you for giving me lbp
opportunity to discuss this tn,ug,
again. Homosexuality hom ol
ways been hotly debated by men; |, 4.
tal health profenslonals, At pres,
ent, the argument focuses on th
desizobility and feanibility of
giving .gay men any hope that~ ER
they can change, 4.

There nre those who believe
sexual orientation is unchonge: op
able. With this as their philo-
nnphirnl position, they then be.
licve that trying to re-orient ta a ™
heterosexual pasition In a xick-, &
ness In itaelf. They feel it is couel,
and inhumone to give any |
ceedence to the possibility of |
helng stealght If you aze gy, nml
inrint that gay men must urupl )
this as their destiny if they are to |
be healthy.

There are other mental lu:ailh
professionals who atrongly disa-'
gree with this, They understand )
the cnormous complexity of the
iskue and that there arc ofien
many factars which contribute to .
ita determination. At the 1990 [
fa)) meeting of the American
Paychoanalytic  Association,
there was a well-attended din- 47
cussion group titled “The Sexual.4;
Deviatlons — Theory and, 3
Therapy: A Succeasful Treat.!
ment of an Overt Homosexunl-;
Patient.” It was “well-attended"” 4
because many therapists under-.
stand the paln homosexuality.
can cause and are eager to find,
wayn to help decrease the suffer-, 3;
ing. They do not want o take:{’
any moral ponition on homosex-
uality and they alno don't want- |
to deny the possibility of help te
those in pain who deeply want to. |,
change. 4.

]

e
Barbara

Penthouse, new shoes and the
Red Wings at Joe Louis Arena. "
“Comedians George Carlin,
George Wallace and the late Sarm oe
Kinison, Rhythm Corpa, banging
on my drum kit, homemade piz-
ta, three-wheellng up north,
J.RR. Tolkien, carnlvals, the |,
Star Wars trilogy, missed cam- |,
corder momenta that will never
be duplicated, sceing kids having |
fun and bubble baths,

"Flashlighta that work, Rell-
Ing Stone magazine, well uphol.
stered furnfture, PBJ »sand-
wiches, a good haircut, actors
James Olmos and Cheech Mar.
in, sctresses Michellc Pfeffer
and Anne Archer, freshly picked <%
apples and action mavies ('007," Az
‘Dle Hard," ‘Robln Hood'), peo |
ple who make you laugh, that |.
firat cup of coffee in the moming, *h%
and people who believe and be-
lieve in themselven.”

Lynda Harris of Southfield re- .|
sponded to both questlons. As
for her favorite things, a goul
“Dear Abby, Henry Hook; "'
knowing that my checking and ¥
aavings accounts are as full as-!f’
they can be, having something -4
new to wear, Damon Wayona-{[*"
dolng "Men On ... " Tom
Cruize In the casine scenes in
“Ralnman,” garage salea with a
lot of stull, winning at Euchre,
“Northern Exposure” and “Res- '["
cue 911" v

Not to forget: Axl Roso on the ¢
cover af “Rolling Stone,” Iaugh- -p.«
ing hard, belng right, belng lost
in profoundly deep thought, good
dreams, tuns flah sandwiches
that are all mayonnalse, dict
caffelne-free Cake, getting every-
thing done, a little plant that

Sce FAVORITE YHINDS, u!l".

it

Tint



