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‘Cool World’ sounds good but leaves audiences cold

“Coal  World”
probably looked
great on paper: a
real-life comic
book antfat tripa
Into the whacked.
out world he cre.’

———
TICKETS
PLEASE

the previews, it
hed all the mark-
ings of an alterna-

. tive and way-hip

Tmomém “Roger Rabhit,"
B T —— Instead, “Cool
World," playlng on area screens,
only proves how spectacularly unin-
spired [ts creator Ralph Bakshl has
become. The anlmstor haan't ma-
tured much ae an artlet or s an
adult alnce he made cattoon history
with “Fritz the Cat” and “Heavy
“Traffic” 20 years ago.

The movio takes to extremes the
idea that the world's sexlest woman
exista In cartoon form, The themo
originated [n the 1940s with Tex
Avery, whose “Red Hot Riding

ated. Even from’

% warld through
‘ Deelm {Gnbriel Bymo), who discoy-

Tumer.

Here it's Kim Basinger's tum to
be "tooned as "Cocl Wosld's" reai-
dent femme fatals Holll Wood.
Drawn with thick lips and imposai-
bly round bLreasts, the scantily clad
Hollj gyrates through every scene in
her quest to have everything she
wants, just like idal Marilyn Mon-

roe.
She finds her ticket Into the real
cartoonist Jack

ers that he can physically travel
Into the wotld he created on paper.

' A» in Bakshi’s ather fitms, the
Cool World Is not a happy place,
hut one that blends teal.life perver.
slty with the cartoon violence
served up by Bugs and Daffy. Car-
toon characters wield huge axes and
flatten each other with anvils,
which seem to fell like rain (rom a
maulti-colored sky.

Look closely and you'll recognize
familiar faces from cartoons past.
Ignatz Mouse skitters through a

Hood" cartoons led servi to
paint Red's imnge on their fighter
planes,

. Jessica, Roger Rabbit's main
squeeze In the 1988 Disney hit, te-
vamped the character with the In-
splration and volce of Kathleen

scene, d animals
from catly Warner Brothers car-
toons pop up, while the atpeet-
smart wolves from “Red Hot Riding
Hood" lear with eyeballs and
tongues protruding just llke they
dld BG years ago.

SCREEN SCENE

[ c!!m:a FOR JAPANESE STUD-
T g

broadcast over AM 630 or FM 87.8
on your car radio, Thete's even a

Lorch Hall, 1 of Mlch
Ann Arbor. Call 764-6307 for more
informatlon, (Free). “Dodes’ka-
den” (Japan - 1970). 7 p.m. July 17,
Akira Kurosawn's first experiment
with color, only partially successful
but fascinating nonetheless. Set [n
a Jopanese shantytown, the film fo.
cianes an a number of characters,
who find solace feom discase and
sarvation in thelr own rich fantany
worlds. As part of a setiea of Japa.
niese ghoat stories,

M DETROIT FILM THEATRE
Detroit Inatitute of Arts, 5200
Woodward, Detrolt, B32-2730, {$5)
“Night on Earth” (USA - 1991), 7,
%30 p.m. July 17-18; 4, 7 p.m. July
19, The DFT kicks off its best sea-
30n In years with the latest from
Jiem Jarmusch, the director of
“Mystery Train” and “Stranger
than Paradise," Gena Rowlands,
Winona Ryder, and Roberta Benlg-
ni star in this comedy set In five dif-
farcnt taxis in five different cities
oh vne ordinary, yet profoundly
eientful night. Playing through
July 26,

N FOX THEATER
2211 Woodward, Detroit, Call 567-
6000 for information. ($10). “Casa.’
blanca” {USA - 1942). Through
Aug. 2 (call for showtimes). The
50th enniversary edltlon of the clas-
»ic love story, Humphrey Bogart
aad Ingrid Bergman never looked
bétter os Ilsa and Rick, lovers with
apost in Parls, in this newly struck
peint.
E.QOSPEL FILMDRIVE-IN
6358 Rawsanville, Belleville. Call
485-3589 for informatlon. (Free).
“Bamboo [n Winter." July 17 - 18 at
dusk, In this unusua! variation on
the typlcal night et the drive-in, the
Attioch Baptist Church now shows
movies with rellgloua themes out-
duors on the weekends, This one is
bewed on the theme that “Chrls-
tinns are like bamboo - cut us
down and we only grow back taller
an}! stronger." The movie sound b

\

3\

fr:-om page 4B

lon stand and games before
showtime.

H JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER
156110 W. Ten Mile, Oak Park. Call
967-4030. {Frec). “The Singing
Blacksmith” (USA - 1938). 10 a.m.
July 14. Set in Eastern Europe but
shot in New Jersey, this Ylddish-
language film tells the story of o
blacksmith whose excessive drink.
ing and womanizing Ia cut short
when he meets a strong-willed
wotman. Shown on large-screen vi-
deo,

B MAPLE THEATRE
4135 W. Maple, Bloomfield. Call
855-9090 for Information. ($5.50;
$3.75 twilight). “Howard's End"
(Britain - 1992). A romantic tale of
two families and the inheritance of
a beloved ancestral home, In the
tradition of “A Room With a View,"
the producer/director team of Is-
mall Merchant and James Ivory
turn to another E.M. Forster novel
with completely winning results.
“Mediterranco™ (Italy - 1991), An
antl-wae comedy about eight misfit

1tatlan soldicrs atranded on an Idyl- |

lic Greek lsland near the end of
World War IL Some clever
moments distinguish this Oscar
winner for last year’s Best Forelgn
Language Film.

M MICHIGAN THEATRE

603 E. Liberty, Ann Atbor, Call
668. 8397 for information. {$5; $4
studentaenjors). “Until the End of
the World” (USA - 1891), Through
July 16 (call for ahowtimes). Filmed
on focation in 15 citles on four can-
tinents, Wim Wenders® latest finda
aman (William Hurt) searching for
images to record and take back to
hin blind mother, who can see with
the help of an amazing machine.
Along the way, he meets a free.spir.
ited woman who joins him on his
quest. Thia bald, visianary film
doean’t always work, but it has at
least a half hour of brilliantly
concelved [deas and Images to make
1t well worth the effort.

Favorite things

xr;:wn into a giant, a sunny day after
weeke of winter clouds and a video
redommendation that Is good.

‘And the bothersome things: Hev-
ing to make a declsion on some-

thing when either way ia golugtobe .

bagd, clothes that used to fit and
don't anymore, people thet scream
thtough my quiet neighbarhood ex-
presaway, having to go somewhere 1
doh't want to go to, losing things,
computer problems, atupid com.
mdrciata, atupid people and stupid
anjthing.

Brenda Good of West Bloomfield
wad succinet with preferences. Fa-
votites: A sunny day at the beach
andl getting a tan, singing as loud s
I &on in my car when a good song
cotes on the radlo, parties, {rozen
yogurt, a good workout and shop-
ping

Bothersome atuff: Violence,
homelessness, people who don't
take care of the environment and

crooked politictans.

Paul Lloyd of West Bloamfield
copped hla list from a scene n
“Wings of Desire” where a man s
dying after an auto sccident and an
angel lstens to his inal thoughts.

Writes Lloyd: “For best effect,
read it slowly, allowing time for an
image to appear for each thought —
Albert Camus, the morning light,
the child's eyes, the awim In the
waterfall, the stains from the finst
raindrops, the son, tho bread and
wine, hopping. Easter, the veins of
the leaves, the blowing grass, the
color af stones, the pebbles on the
stream’s bed, the white tablecloth

outdoors, the dream of the houss in- .

side the house, the loved one asleep
1n the next room, the peacefut Sun.

" day, tho horizon, the light from the

room shining in the gurden, the
night Night, riding & bleycle with no
hands, the beautlful atranger, my
father, my mother, my wife, my
child.”

Despito all the color and may-
hem, “Cool World" remains o
ancozer partly because Jt docsn't
play straight with the sudience.
Baksh! scems to make up the story
(and the rules) for the Cool Wasld
as he goes along while his animo-
tion [» only a atep above standard
Saturday moming foce.

You could sit through the film

several imes Hefore catching all the
hypeeactive detall, but you wouldn't
really want to.

The real:life actors, all who have
dune much better work, only make
mattera worse. Brad Pitt (he played
a young stud in “Thelma and
Louise™) exists In the Cool World
o8 a James Dean- style police detec.
tive. Only he knows the devastating

consequences that a real-life Holll
can have on the delicate balance be.
tween fantasy and reality.

Indeed, Holll's sexual encounter
with the cartoonlst makes her
human [n the film's secend half, in-
teoducing Kim Bassinger in the
Resh and leading to a potentially
entertaining premise as she joins
Jack in the real world.

You only feel embarassed for her,
drewsed In o homible see-through
number that would loak wut-uf-
place even at the Academy Awurds.
This wasn't the only oppartunity to
feel uncomfortable during “Cool
World,” which much of the time
gives you the impression that you're
peeping into an adolescent boy'n
aver- sexed fontasy,
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Find That
Someone
Special!

Respond To
These
Personal Scene
Ads

Place
Your Own
Personal Scene
Ad!

To place your own PERSONAL SCENE ad, call 591-0900/FAX 953-2232 or Mail us this coupon:

#d hers. Tha trat Bve kws are FREE. (SDACE DIOVIIRd £quafs Dne fve kne ad)
AdSvonal wne. Lhe add.

huonal abeet of paper it

Be crealive, ROnesl, ICAXIe 20t range. kieslyle. self Ceacriphion. intereals and the type

You murst be 18 years of age of oider 10
Personal Scene recommends

Aot & @ wea. 1 8nd PUDAGC Piace 0r your Teal BACounter and 00 RO
Qve your Iatt name o AAdYEss Untd YOu Aje comiorable dong 10

Oliserver & Eccentric Newspapers/Classified
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36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, Mi 48150
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