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INORWALK'SECTIONAL SALE

1991 U.S. House payroll up 9 percent

BY RANDY WYNN
SPECIAL WRITER

Whlle many paychiecks back
home shrank or dlsappeared during
the tough recenslon year of 1091, the
House of Representatives staff pay-
roif hit record lovels.

A sutvey of publlc records by Roll
Coll Report Syndicate shows that
Houne members’ ataff salarics to-
taled over $211 million dusing 1091,
up nine percent from the $102.1
million spent a year carller and 14
percent above the 1989 figure of
$183.9 mililon,

House members are allotted up to
$515,760 annually for personal staff
payroll and can ralse that cap to
$590,760 by tranaferring funds from
their general expense atlowance.

A member's unspent payroll allo-
catlon umually is shifted to other
Houne accounta.

Survey results
The survey revesled that no

House member apent hls or her full
ralacy h seveeal

er of Colorado ($658,211) and Marty
Rumso of Tllinofs ($555,923), and
Republlcan James H. Quillen of
‘Tennesace ($553,887).

Fallowing Natcher were Republi-
cans Dick Nichols of Kansas
{8354,149) and Larry J. Hopklna of
Kentucky ($355,365), Democrat
Jamle L. Whitten of Misslaalppi
($377,840}, and Republicans Dave
Camp of Michigan ($380,333) and
‘Toby Roth of Wisconsin ($388,504).

Lawmakers defend their payroll
regardleas of the lovel,

“I have & good staff, I pay well,
and 1 think that they deserve it,"
anid Qulllen. “Some of them go to
work at six o'clock in the morning
and work until real late In the
night. . .

“We do s lot of constituent ser-
vice. We've been known for that for
the past 30 years, and I'm proud of
o

Johnson noted his congresaional
dintrict, covering alf of South Dako-
ta, Is the nation’s largest in both
population and territory.

higan'a Ca

Cost of supporting
your congressman

Souce Thatws” flol Cad Repcrt Byncicsse:
TAMNE U RVIRS TATY ARTHT

Also In Mey 1991, the amount
members can transfer from office
to payroll was hiked from

mp, a h
sald of his low payroll, “I take very

appronched the cap.

Rep. Henry Waxman, D-Calif,,
had the highest payroll at $574,824,
and Rep. Willlam H. Natcher, D -
Ky., the loweat at $208,681.

Followlng Waxman were Demo-
crats Tim Johnson of South Dakota
($567,300), Barbara Boxer of Call-
fornia ($559,057), Patricia Schroed-

ly that these ere public
funds and I try to spend them very
carefully.”

Tho House poyroll allotment of
$516,760 has been in place since
May 1991 when s $40,760 [ncreasse
was quietly put Into effect. A slml-
lar Increase was rejected months
eatlier when opponents forced a
record vote on the House floor.

$50,000 to $75,000.

Payrolls increase

Largely because of those (ncreas-
es, mont stofl payrolla rose signifi-
cantly aa the year progressed. For
cxample, a ook at payrolls of the
top six members listed above showa
the (ollowing increases between

first and fourth quaster expendi:
tures; Waxman 30 percent, Johnson
29 percent, Boxer 12 percent,
Schroeder 21 percent, Russo 17 per-
cent and Qulillen two percent.

The Roll Call Report Syndicato
nurvey did not cover Senate stafla or
Houss committes stafling, or exam-
ine what individuals are pald.

Each House member can hire up
to 18 full-timme and four part-time
staflers, with $105,000 the maxi-
mum salary, The typical lawmaker
has 15 to 20 aldes.

The House employs more than
7,500 aidea on persanal stafls, and
the Senato more than 4,000, Alto-
gether, the legialative branch has
about 38,000 employees.

Lawmakers who hold leadership
posltions or chair committees and
subcommittees preside over many
more employees. The Appropria-
tions Commlttce, for example, had
203 staffera nt the end of 1991,

Natcher has five committes sides
as 6 result of chalring an appropria-
tions subcommittee. This supple-’
ments a persanal stafl of nine that
may be the smallcst [n the House.
[ don't have an administrative as.
slstant, » press aide, a lcgislative
asslstant or an office manager,” he
sald. “I don't need them.”

Critleizing the congressional pay-
roll [s a tried and true way to make
Congress look bleated and out of
touch. But whether or not lawmak-
ers have too much help depends on
who'a counting.
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