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No time on his hands: :
John Tesh keeps busy

Music, ‘E.T.,” the Olympics and... he’s a newlywed

By Steven Alan McGaw

In this world, a ot of people
think that you can’t do more than
ane thing," says John Tesh, {n a rare
moment of relatlve Inactivity, “1 do
a lot of things ‘kinda good,"" he
inughs, "s0 I do ‘em 8l

A ot of folks would scoff at
Tesh's Jow-key appralsal of his
work. The producers of the
syndlcaicd "Entertainment

in the network's coverage of the
1892 Olymplcs In Barcelona, Spaln,
as well as to compose several

While attending North Cavollna
State University, Tesh had dual
majors in music and
("My dad sald 1o

jcal pleces to pany

footage of the Games. Since 1883,
the Academy of Television Arts &
Selences has recognlzed Tesh with
an armload of Emmy Awards.

Tesh regularly malntains a tight
schedule, balaneing the dally taping
schedule of “E.T." with aft ernoons

Tonlght,” which Tesh hars,
would surely praise Tesh's charm
and casy wit before the camera.
Thousands of muslc lovers and
sports fans gave thelr support by
purchasing the composer's silrring
soundtrack {or TV coverage of the
1987 Tour de France bieycle race.
NBC Sports has given Tesh a double
vole of confidence by hiring him to
provide on-aje commentary for
evenls like gymnasties,
synchronized swimming and cyceling

and Ings spent posing
recording or simply pracilcing the
plano, a hablt dating back to his
chlldhood In Garden Clty, N.Y.

“Idon't get a lot of alcep,
ordinarily,” he admits, and says his
schedule has only Intenslfled with
his dual Olympic dutles. St1l), Tesh
meets his carcer's demands with
equal parts cagerness and
philosophy: “1Jike the chaos. I let
my life go in the directlon it wants
10."
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study something so I could make
some money"} and tanded a jobasa
local news anchor before he
graduated. Subsequent Jobs took
Tesh to Floridu, Tennessee and New
York, and an Assoclated Press
award for Investigative reporting
seemed to confirm his careerasa
newsman. Then came the call from
CBS Sports.

1 took what 1 felt was a big
chance and it changed my life,”
Tesh says of his move into network
sports, Besides increased exposure
{and income), Tesh saw another
opportunity. “Itrled to use
televislan to expase my music,” he
admits, and the gamble paid olf,
first in 1983, with his theme for the
Pan Amerlcan Games, and then
with the Tour de France.

Foltowing cutbacks at CBS, Tesh
accepted an offer from
“Entertainment Tonight'" and was
readily accepted by co-workers and

di atike. Stmu} 1y, his
musical career was growing, with
works like the theme for Fox's

) d “Bobby's World," some
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film soundiracks and appearances
with several symphony orchestras.
On televislon, Tesh was rewarded
with his own daytime interview
show on NBC, “One on One."

The {all of 1991 brought a grand
offer from NBC Sports to bath cover
and score the '92 Olympics. *1
realize this could be a once-in-a-
lifetime chance for me,” Tesh says.
Never clalming to be a sports
expert, Tesh fecls, “It's ail about
knowlng how to do the homework.
The athletes are the real storles.”

Tesh ulso says that his twin
Olymplc responsibillties, reporting
and composing, have a vital cross-
pollinating eftect, “Sports are very
passlonate. So Is music. The
translatlon Is casy.”

The musle for the Olympics s
collected on an album titled “The
Games,” avallable on Tesh’s GTS
label. The work contains nine
tracks, including two arrangements
of “Concetta,” wrltten for Tesh's
wife, actress Connie Selleca



