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Something ‘Fishy’ In Coho Situation?

By MARGE Di PIAZZA
“Something fishy is goin’

the fishermen taking to their
boats on_Lake Michigan for &

That “{Shy  feeling® con~
cerns the - ‘qittle” enterprise
going on upstream on the Platte

Anglers Barred But Packers Reap A Fortune

River In Benzle County, oue of
the major coho areas in Mich-
igan’s lower peninsula,

While the must

Lake Michigan outlet.
The Platte, along With sever-
.al other rivers in the area, is
#r-1imit: 1t the

#ish in the big waters, the Black
Port Packing Co. out of Grand
Rapids, helps ftself to a big
serving of salmon at the rateof
15 tons of fish per day and
more -- all out of the Flatte
River, about a mile from the

| ’Regional
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HAPPY CONTENDERS for the 1968 Homecoming Queen title at

angler dares to take a coho in
the river, he is faced with 2
heavy fine.

Local newspapers carry loog
1ists of those who dared to snag
a coho with everything from
spears to pltchforks -- and
wound up in the Benzle Cownty
courthouse Instead.

s

MEANWHILE, back In the
middle of the stream, Black
Port Packing Company backs
up three and four semi trucks
a day to the welr extending
across the river, to load up
with 30-pounders that never
reach the fisherman out on the
1ake,

The fish are corralled;
shocked, scooped up With &
glant hauling device, and packed

Clarenceville High are Mary Kaipio (left) and Gerri Troutead. One will

be crowned Friday night at the halftime intermission of the annual foot-
ball game. The queen will rule over the activities of the traditional dance

Saturday evening in the school gym.

into crates for shipping onto
the glant refrigerated trucks.

Black Port pays the Conser-
vation Department 15.6 ceats
a pound (on the fin) for the
coho. This was the highest bid
offered by a packing company
when bids were taken several
weeks ago. The coho are then
sold to super markets fof re-
sale to the consumer for 7%
cents & pound, .
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‘WHAT MAKES the fisherman
see red is the fact that while
they virtually risk thelr lives
on the high seas, & commercial
enterprise is snagging most of
the coho in the area.

What's the story behind 1t?
Why is the Coaservation De-
partment cheating the flsher-
man of what promised to be
the biggest boon to sports fish-
ing in many decades?

This reporter spoke with

Westland, Livonia L

Although authoriza-
tions for new dwellings
in the Metropolitan De-
troit region dropped 18.2
per cent during the first
six months of 1968 com-
pared to the same period
in 1967, new -residential
permits in Wayne Coun-
ty were up slightly.

That’s the information
coming from the Plan-
ning Division of the

Michigan Parks Police Officer
Gary McDanfel at the welr last
weekend, amidst the noise and
confusfon of the fish-shocking
and loading procedure,

Sald McDanfel, “This is
sheer necessity.’’ McDaniel ex-
pldined that the salmon are cur-
Tently at spagming stage andare
dying off in large numbers in
the process.

As the fish travel further and
further, they becoms less de-
sirable for ealing purposes,
‘Thus, the fish must be caught
1in large numbers inablghurry.
It adds up to a simple over-
population problem,

‘When asked why the fisher-
man ‘iso't permitted to fish
for the coho himself in the riv-
er, McDanlel replied that the
vast number of salmon that must
be removed could never betak-
en in the quantity needed by the
sportsman,

contrasted to 4,326 for
the first six months of
1967, or an increase of .7

per cent.

Although the entire
county registered a gain,
it can be attributed to
the City of Detroit which
increased by 240 or 317
per cent while the Out-
county area declined by
210 or 5.9 per cent.
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Southeast Michigan
Council of Governments.

The figures show that
4,354 units were author-
ized in Wayne County

FOUR communities,
including Livonia and
Westland, were respon-
sible for almost two-

Twp. Officials Differ Farmington
On Proposed Changes OKs Loan

The population explosion and to the taxpayers rand I even

the rush to suburbla in recent
years has posed an Interesting
question-- -

Can thé township form of gov-
ernment which ortan has been
called archalc, be justified in
the changed order of things?

‘The questlon s interesting
in that there are three town-
ships--Farmington, ~ Redford
and Plymouth--in our lmmed-
iste area and the logical place
to obtein the snswera would be
the supervisors in thess
respective localities.

To make the question more
interesting each of three top
officials had a different resc-
ton and answer--to the ques-
Hon,

PR

1tHOW CAN 1 justify the town-
shup form of government?” John
E. McEwen, the major domo
of Plymouth Township, repeat-
ed, as he arose from his chair
and selected a book from his
shelf, :

«Here,” he sald, ~*you find
the answers much better than
T could tell you."”

The volume was the mamal
of townstig “officials in which
former . Gavernor Cass, of
Michigan, 13 quoted as saying--

«In proportion, as govern-
ment recedes from the people,
they becoms llable o abuse.
Whatevar-authority can be con-
veniently exercised in primary
assemblies, may be deposited
there with safety, They furnish
practical £chools for the con-
sideration of political subjects,
apd no one. can revert to our
revolutionary. struggle without
belng sensible that to thelr
operation we are indebted for
much of the energy, unanimity,
and intelligence which was dis-
played by our government and
people  at that Important

crisis.”
.

McEWEN THEN POINTED to
another paragraph, whftn
Te!

“And the words of Thomas
Jetferson are equally impor-
tant in township government, He
gald ‘These wards, called town-
ships in New England, are the
vital principle of their govern-
ments, and have proved them-
selves the wisest convention
ever dovised by the wit of man
for the perfect exerclse of self-
government and for its pre-
servation,

uWhat both of thess great
men meanty’ McEwen polnted
out, fiwgs-that the township
form brings.government closer
to the people, It 1s a continua~
Hon of the old ‘Town Meat-
ings, of our colonial fore-
fatbors.”" . .

The ' Plymouth supervisor
emphasized that the lownship
office is open at all tmes

,put 1n eight hours every day.
You don't have to go through
a half dozen secretaries to
s6e any of our officlals,

aJusgtity township govern-
ment? McEwen repeated,

“Just take a look at our
record, We have 60 miles of
water mains and 49 miles of
water and we operate the 16-
square mile area with 14,000
population on a ope mill bud-
got that produces $352,000 for
genéral government, The re-
mainder of our $820,000 bud-
get is for the payment of our
bonded indebtedness, And, up
to now, we have provided satis-
factory services.

..

“LOOK AT SOME of the in-
corporated cities,”” McEwen
sald, “and yow'll see that the
townshlp form 1s the more
economical form of govern-
ment,

«Eventually,” he sald, I
think we will have county home
rule, and that will change a
Iot of things. But, as of now, I
think our operation will justify
township government.’’

McEwen differed withhis col-
leagues-~Curt Hall In Farm-
ington, and Al Ballaire in Red-
ford, each of whom admitted
that be would have a difffcult
job Justifying township govern-
ment, except for some extra
ordinary conditions that now
pravail,

“I gm a firm believer that
the township form of govern-
ment should be 1imited toareas

with populations of 10,000 or.

less,” Hall confided, **When
you get above that size you
can't provide the services that
the taxpayers demand.”

Realizing that this was a
strange statement from the top
official of an area that boasts
a population of spproximately
38,000, Supervisor Hall quall-
fied his remark.

.

«BY THE SAME token,” be
sald, «I don't believe in uni-
fication or annexation,

"What I mean is this, Farm-
ington Township now has $23
million invested in sewers and
watar and we are ingood shape,
We supply services that' are
satisfactory to 2 polnt--and
we'd have to go through with
the proposed. incorporation of
Farmington Hills to do any
better, That has been talked
sbout for sometime--and it may
become a reality."”

He pointed out, with g smile,
that the much dis¢ussed uni-
fication with the City of Farm-
ington, was mot to the benefit
of the township,

“The city has en indebted-
ness we would have to help
gbsorb,’ he sald, “and why
swap our assets for a share
of debt,”

SUPERVISOR BELLAIRE, at
Redford, was even more out- .
spoken, 9

1 would have a difffcult job,

Justitying the township form of s

government,” he sald, «if it :

were not for the pecullar con- .

ditfons that exist., FARMINGTON -- The Clarenceville School District won

«Truthfully,” he sald, “we a $9,000 loan from Farmington ‘Township Monday night to help
are the champion hitch-hikers pay the additfonal cost of paving Robinson St.
of government,” The loan, which must be repaid in three years, was re-

With an area of 111/2square  quired because of the Increased cost of the paving project over
miles and a population of 80, the estimate,

000 people, Redford Township
is one of the five largest towne
ships In America.

“But we are a political ana-
chronism on the body politic,’”
he went on, *'and only ths fact
that we have patient people
living here enables us to re~
main this way. They know there
are some services we justcan-

e

FARMINGTON -- Farmington Township Trustees have
approved the extension of the current moratorium on govern-
mental changes until next spring.

City councll has adopted the same resolution and action
by the village comnclls Is expected, The moratorium s designed
to give the people time to study two reports on governmental
alternatives which will be released in November,

R

REDFORD -- We wouldnt do anything like that,’” an

not provide, oll-stalned, Swastlka-bearing motorcyclist told ‘The Observer
nWe do glve them police Monday In reply to complaints that his club of “The Vendettas'’

and fire protection, along with- is terrorizing a local nelghborhood,

disposal pickup on our budget L wee

of $3,012,640, which is obtained LIVONIA -- Drug. abuse among juveniles will be the topic

on a five and onehal? milllevy.” discussed by four Speakers at the Oct. 23 meeting of the Livonia

PTA Council at Adams School, 28201 Lyndon,

Mrs, Hilda Varbedian, PTA Council president, said, ‘‘Be-
cause of the serlousness and immediacy of this problem, all
interested parents and teachers are invited to attend.”

PRI

Bellalre explained that the
taxpayers had-rejected a pro-
posal to incorporate as the
City of Redford Helghts--and NIA -- A secret presidential election held by Fred

LV
that has left the township in N
o rather u oition, Nista at his barber shop has turned up the following results:

#With many of the newly fv‘:u“‘;c‘e‘fgs )
populated areas Incorporating Humphrey - 47 ° .

as home rule citles,” Bellalre 1 :
" ” Nista has conducted’ the election in his shop for the past
explained, “much of the Work g5, preidential electlons and claims his ballot box has reflect-

load has been teken away from
the Wayne County Road Com- ed the final Michigan vote percentages almost exactly.

mission and we profit by it

“We are gettlng more ser-
vices than ever," he said, “and
that helps.’*

Asked it he had any fear that
the makeup of the township
would ba changed when the new
State Boundaries Commission
takes over next year, he re-

plied-~

«] am not fearful of any-
thing like that, The only danger
we might ever face is the pos-
sibility of straightening our
boundary line and run it along

Telegraph Road,
. o*

“THAT WOULD remove the

Detroft "Delsel plant from our

the assessed valuation of the
South Redford School District,
1 dont think the Boundaries

Commission would endanger 2

community to that extent.”

The supervisor, whowaspre-
paring to leave on a vacation,
chuckled, . .

#You know,’" he sald, “every
time T go to New York I get to
1aughing. The Island of Manhat-
tan ig. only twice as large &s
our township--and look at what
they have on it So there is
always hope for us.”

So, the qudbtion of the fusti-
fication of township government
has been asked and youcan take
your plck of the answers,

LANSING -- The Michigan State Chamber of Commerce is
urging the defeat of the proposal which would legalize graduated
income taxes in Michigan on the basis that it *‘glaces a penalty

on pi and
The proposal will appear on the Nov, 5
PR

to create new jobs,”
ballot,

PONTIAC -- A West Bloomfield Township couple was found
guilty in Oakland County Circult Court on charges that they had
swindled the American Automobile Assoclation's insurance

g company. .
area and that's one ihird of owd gullty of conspiring to and oblaining money under
false pretenses were Kenneth R. Davis, a Waterford Township
resident and former adjuster for the AAA, and Mrs, James T.

Sanders, of 7153 Locklin,
The couple turned in &

fraudulent accident report, Police

sald the accldent never occurred, though the cars allegedly
Involved were reported repaired at a garage owned by the

sanders in Waterford Township,

They face prison terms of up to 10 years con both counts.
.o

FLINT --FloydJ, McCree, whois nearingthe end of his first
term as Negro mayor of the industrial community, sald he will
not run for reelection and will instead run for the commission
seat so he can concentrate his efforts on the problems of the

predominantly Negro

Third Ward,

Under the Flint City Charter, the citygovernmentis direct-
ed by a city manager and by an unpaid mayor, who is elected
from the ranks of the city commission, MeCree was elected

to the job in'1966 by a 5-4 vote.

Thean McDantel pointed .out
what everyone has been hearing
In the news media: “If we al-
lowed all those fishermen in,
the banks of this river, like
Bear Creek, would be rulned,
Not only that, with all the noise
and coofuslion, the fish would
never bite, Besldes, they don*t
often Dbite in the river at this
time anyway,”"

e

THEN THIS reporter sug-
gested that parhaps, like hunt~
ing, 2 limited number of li-
censes could be issued for fish-~
Ing in the Platte -- to help the
commerclal enterprise,

coho men were absolutely fool-
hardy (nine died last year In
Lake Michigan desplte storm
warnings, and seversl have been
pulled from the deep this year)
and would ignore a lottery 1i-
censing system,

According to McDaniel, a
group of fishermen threatened
to dynamite the inlet or fam
it with logsyand were dead
serious.

He also sald officers have
been thrown into the water on
different occasions by irate
fishermen,

Last weckend, the Platto
outlet was dotted with boats

.and men, The ones this report-

McDanfel clalmed & would
never work with the coho men.
Have you seen them, he asked?
He sald they could never keep
track of the fishermen the way
they do hunters,

He sald that many of the

ihirds of all the construc-
tion. Detroit topped the
list with 997, followed by
Livonia with 364, Taylor
g%({ and Westland with

In addition, three of
them accounted for most
of the multiples—Detroit
860, Taylor 410 and West-

“land 605.

The study for the Met-
ropolitan area, which in-
cludes every municipal-
ity within the seven-
county region: Living-
ston, Macomb, Monroe,
Oakland, St.Clair, Wash-
tenaw and Wayne coun-
ties, shows permits de-
clining from 15,364 in
1867 to 13,237 in 1968.

Although both multiple
and single family units
decreased, the latter's
loss of 2,004 units was
much greater than the
former's 777 decline.

This enabled multiples
to maintain their share

ar spoke with were polite and
friendly, if very irritated, Most
claimed they wouldnt be back
unless the policy was changed,

MOST WERE empty-handed,
and the mere mention of the
thousands of fish in the welr

set them to talking, -~

Sald one middle aged, kindly
geatleman:

“11} tell you, tha cobo fish-
erman hasnt been given a falr
shake by the newspapers and
the magazines, He's been made
to look ifke a dirty, beer-can
throwing nut who doesn’ care
about the comtryside up here,

“They never tell our side,
That Conservation Depart-
ment must have the biggest
and best promotion and adver-
tising men in the business.'

Back at the welr, several
{ishermen stood around shaking
thelr heads as Black Portload-
ed crate after crate of salmon
onto the truck,

Summed y ons’ man,
“Coho Is being advertised as
the new booa for the sports
fisherman, Tell them back home
that it just Isn't so. It’segoie
commercial,"”

ead In Boom

of the total at about 43
per cent compared to 40
per cent for the first half
of 1967 and 45 per cent
for all of 1967.

Only one community
permitted more than

1,000 units and that wase

Sterling Heights with
1,029. Four others had
more than 500 units, in-
cluding: Detroit 997,
Troy Y17, Westland 801
and Taylor 630. These ac-
counted for 35.3 per cent
of the activity.

. %

WESTLAND and Liv-
onia rank among the top
10 major growth com-
munities on the basis of
total residential units
authorized during the
first six months of the
year. Westland had a to-
tal of 801 and Livonia 364.

Westland was the only
Observerland commun-
ity ranked in the top 10
for units authorized in

multi-family structures
with a total of 605. De-
troit topped that -listing
with 860.

The listings for Ob-
serverland communities
for authorized dwelling
units based on residential
building permits issued
in the six month period
included: i

Farmington, 34 single
family, 96 muitiples, for
a total of 130; Farming-
ton Township: 34 and 46
for a total of 130; Quak~
ertown, 5 single dwell-
ings; Wood Creek Farms
21 single dwellings; Can~
ton Township: 62 and 36
for 98; Garden City: 25
and 11 for 36; Livonia,
364 single dwellings;
Northville Township: 13
and 79 for 92; Plymouth!
4 and 2 for 6; Plymouth
Township: 46 and 18 for
64; Redford Township: 43
single dwellings; West-
land: 196 and 605 for 801,

IT'S _FIREPLACE TIME

.and at American, one look

s worth 1,000 words!

See the Largest Display of
FIREPLACES, AGCESSORIES AND
WALL DECOR IN MICHIGAN

HART

*395

» Varicty of calors
~w Gas logs available
* lastalls in 2 hours
« Wood Burning

« Adds Real Warmth

AlL FIREPLACES,
CHIMNEYS and ACCESSORIES,

IMPERIAL”

IN STOCK! Buy today and take it with youl
(INSTAUATION AND DELIVERY AVAILABLE)

327 Stesl

* Aftic 3
. éasy to instl
o Cuts heatind

31245 Eight Mile Road
o Mactlman

Fireplace GRATE

Includes Center Support

Fill lnsu\\aﬁ’on
costs

.
o Approx. 3 ¢ Reg. 147

AMERICAN
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FRANKLIN STOVE

@ For Heating, Barbecuing

® For Family Room,

Don't be mishd . . .
This Is » Foll 26" Stovel

@ Installs anywhere

Porch or Patio
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All from- Michigan's largest Firsplace Outlet

<.
Hardware & Su
Phons STORE HOI

Thuns, -
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NAIL KEGS
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® With Lid
@ While They Last
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AND CROCKS IN STOCK
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