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Howe out to make the most of experience, gender

By PAT MURPHY
STAFF WRITER

Three races for Ogkiand Counry

offices are

in the Aug. 4 primary. Candidates
for drain commissioner and sheriff
were profiled in previous editions.
See related editorial,

Her bumper sticker says it all, s
far as Elizabeth P, Howe s con-
cermed, “Not One of the Boys.

The gender reference [n ohvious,
of course, Howe |s the only woman
— Republican or Democrat — run-
ning for Onkland Caunty Executlve,
the county’a highest elected office, n
definkte plun in what some palitical
observers insiat la the year of the
womean.

Equally important, Howe aald, Is
the phrase “Not one of the Boys.”
Males have dominated Oakland
politles for generations, she said.

Not only is she female, Howe
said, hut she is outside the loop.
She's nat “one of the good ol’ boys,”
who have made major political and
economic decisions without any
concern for women, Republican or
Democrat.

Good o]’ boys

*Brooks Patterson (s the contlny-

Women

By PAT Mlml'mr
STAFF W

By his own admlasion, Philip R.
Marcuse is a maverick Democrat —
[ somebody who
doenn't necessari-
ly adhere to the
party philosophy.

“I'm more Re-
publican than
party officiols
want to sce,” said
Morcuse, 52, who
thinka Democrats
have rightly been

Electlon

92

criticized os the tax and spend pas-

ty.

He wants no part of that label,
and insista, “I'm a result-oriented
Democrat.”

Any distinctions he deaws, huw-
ever, don't stop Marcuse from seek-
ing the Democratic nomination for

@ ‘My budget as director of labor was $100 mll-
lion more than the county executive's budget.’

Betty Howe

ation of the good ol’ boy network
and philosophy,” said Howe, refer-
ring to the Republlcan sho hopes to
face in the Nov. 3 general electlon,

‘The old boy network wants to
anoint Patterson, Howe said. She
wants to change all that.

Howe's strategy so far is to [gnore
Philip R. Marcuse, the Democrat
she’s running against in the Aug. 4
primary, and concentrate on the Re-
publican she presumen she'll face in
November — the old boy she jok-
Ingly refera to an Loula B, Patter.
son, even though he's better known
as L. Brooks Patterson,

But Howe toesn’t aspect to upset
Patterson -~ an acknowledged GOP
heavyweight — merely because of
her gender or her status as an out-
uider. Even the moat avid feminlst
wouldn't go for that.

Qualified

She's touting herselfl as » qualis
fied woman,

As the former director of the
Michlgan Department of Labor —
and the most powerful woman in
the adminlstration of former Gov.

James Blanchard — Howe [» ready
10 compare her adminiatratlve and
leadership qualities agalnst anyone.

“My budget an director of lobor
was $100 million more than the
county execullve’s budget,” she
naid.

As head of the department that
administered the Michigan Em-
ployment Security Commisaton and
enforced OSHA (Occupational,
Safety and Health Administeation)
standards, she's balanced larger
budgets and supervised more de-
partments, more people.

She also has more experience In
the private sector, Howe said, refer-
ring to her years as a public rela.
tions executlve with the Bendix
Corp. in Southfield.

Furthermore, she has » better
knowledge of Qakland County gov.
emment and how it should rum,
Howe sald,

Backed executive
In the mid 1970s, while ahe was

chalrwoman of the county Demo-
crats, Howe was one of those urging

Oskland voters- to reform and
streamline their form of county gov-
emment.

She and others edvocated o
awitch from the thres-member
Board of Auditors — which admin-
Istered county gavernment at the
direction of the Board of Commls-
sloners — to the county executive
form of government that concen-
trated power in ane office,

Not only dld Howe want a county
executive, she wanted one directly
elected, rather than appolnted by
the Board of Commissioners, “1

wanted an  cxecutive who was
answerable to the voters,” Howe
said, “not one beholding to county
commissioners.”

Oskland’s first electlon for coun-
ty executlve [n 1974 was won by
Daniel T. Murphy, who best his
Democratlc opponent, Eugene W.
Kuthy, by fewer than 2,000 voten.
Murphy wes re-elected four times,
but i retiring this year after almost
40 years of involvement in county
Rovernment.

Although she backed Kuthy and
other Democeats against Murphy,
Howe is not overly critleal of the
way Murphy san Oakland County.
"1 wish he would bave used hia pop-
ularity to push for charter reform,”
she said. “That would have com-
pleted the reform atarted when we
went to a county executive.”

The reform Howe wanta 1o com-
plete includes a legislatlve change
that would enable Oakland to go to
& home-rule form of county govern.
ment, similar to that in Wayne
County.

Among other things, such &
change would bring the read com-
mission for Oakland County under
the direct control of the county, The
road commission is presently an In.
dependent agency, financed largely
with pascline tazes and adminls.

tered Ly three road commizsaioncrs,
il men, sppointed by the Board of
Commisaioners,

“Bringing the road commisslon
under the control of the county
would provide more accountability
for the millions of dollars spent on
roads,” Howe said.

But that’s years down the road,
after » commision is autharized —
and elected — to revise Oakland's
charter.

Will push reform

In the meantime, Howe said she's
prepared to lead Oakland County
under its present form of govern-
ment, while continuing to push for
reform. The first thing she'll do af-
ter being elected, 1s to form a work-
ing relationship with county cotn-
missloners — preferably mele and
female commissioners — to address
concerne such ax the Oakland's
ability to provide mental heclth
care.

“We've got to work together,” she
said. If the men refused to cooper-
ate, Howe said she'd form a working
alliance with fernale commisniunees
to get things done.

And what needs to be done?

For starters, the county must get
away from what Howe believen in ita
penchant to solve problems by
building.

aren’t leaders, maverick candidate says

Oakland County Executlve. He's
vying with party favorite Elizabeth
P. Howe in the Aug. 4 primacy for
the Democratfc nomination.

Howe is not qualified to be coun-
ty executive, Marcuse says, because
she isd a woman. "Women nre not
leaders, they're supporters.”

The winner will face Republican
heavyweight L. Brooks Pattersan,
the well-known former Oakland
County prosecutor, [n the Nov. 3
Renezal election. Patterson is unop-
poacd in the primary.

Marcuse, a clerk for Oakland Cir-
cuit Judge John N, O'Brien, showed
hl- independence from maln-line

in May by i
hn would seek the party’s nomina.
tion — necessitating a resource-
consuming primary,

Won't spend much
That primary won't be costly to

hlm, at least In terms of money,
said Marcuse, who vows to spend
less than $1,000. But it will help
vaters decide who is the better can-

H ‘| don't favor reglonal government. I'm mere-
Iy recognizing a de facto shift In the power

base of the metroplex.’

Philip Marcuse

didste to opposc Patterson. -

Patterson would be a disaster for
Oskland County, Marcuse insiats,
because he ln insincere and inexpe-
rienced an an administeator. “When
he was prosecutor, he hired some-
one to run the office while he was
off doing radio shows and writing
newspaper columns.”

As prosecutor, Patterson worked
with — and hed leverage over —
numerous Jawyers. “The job of ex-
ecutive is diffecent,” Marcuse sald.
“It requires more vision, more lead.
crship™

Marcuse said he envisions Oak-

Iand County as the economic, cul-
tural and govenmental hub of
southeast Michigan. “Detroit is no
longer the center of the metroples.”

Businesses — as well aa the
“best and brighteat" residents —
have moved from Detroit to Oak-
land County, Marcuse sald. And
that fact should be recognized by
declaring Onkland as the center of
southeast Michigan.

1 don't favor regional govern-
ment,” he said. “I'm merely recog-
nizing a de (acto shift in the power
base of the metroplex.”

Likes Murphy's vision

Marcuse lauds the job outgoing
ezecutive Daniel T. Murphy haw
done as Oakland's only county ex-
ecutive. County government under
Mumphy didn't show leadership,
Marcuse said, it led.

Under Mutphy, Oakland guvern-
ment functions so smoothly, “most
people didn’t know there was n
county goverament,” Marcuse said.
*“That's the way [ want takeepit.”

Marcuse said he favors county
government that functions forceful.
Iy behind the scenes, with little o
no fanfare.

And the function of county fov-
ernment, he sald, is to help busi.
ness and industry do business in
Oskland. That entslis keeping taz-
e» down, providing good svrvices
and promoting a good climate.
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PETS St g,
5% 2 50% or

From Our Shoe Department
at our Beverly Hilis Store Only.
Entire Line of

Johnston-Murphy Shoes

NOW 2 5% OFF

Suits, Sport Coats

8% to 0% ore

HART SCHAFFNER & MARX, AQUASCUTUM,
TERZ0, UOMO, GEORGIO, PAOCO, SAN REMO

+15%

From Our Shoe Departments at
both Plymouth & Beverly Hlils.

Entire Regular Stock

Allen-Edmonds, Florsheim,
Rockport & others

OFF

Sportswear

0% co 40% o+

Mondo, Gablcci, Countess, Mara

ROZ & SHERM

Invites You To An Exciting
Trunk Show of The
New Falt Line Of
Women’s COLE HAAN Shoes
Shown by Sales Representative James Gorski
TODAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY
-~ July 23,24 & 25

Speclal Ordors Will Be Taken Al No Extra Charge

. COLE -HAAN

Rainwear

0% o

HART SCHAFFNER & MARX
NEWPORT HARBOR

Jackets

0% o

NEWPORT, HARBOR, GABICCI
YS SALE ENDS AUG. 1ST

SIEVE TEIX

Beverly Hills
31455 Southfleld Rd.
5-55

AAA 7-10
AA 6-11, B 4-11
C5-10 (MOST STYLES}

‘visit our NEW- STORE in
beawtiful Downtown Plymouth
or .stop in to see ws at our
- remodeled store in the friendhy
Village of Beverly Hills,

Plymouth
340 Maln 5tr92e:

855-8879

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9-6; Bloomfield Plaza u Maple at Telegraph

Thurs, 9-9; Sat. 9-5:30

Mon. - Thurs. 10-8
Tues,, Wed. & Fri. 10-6
Sat. 10-5:30




