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Troy High from page 1G

The architectural /"rm of Perkins, Wheeler & Will cai’labura!cd with Ehd and Eero Saari-
nen on the des:gn of Crow Island School in Willmette, Ill. It bears a similarity to Perkins & Will's new Troy

n high school in Santa Fe, N.M., an
clementary school in El Paso, Tex.
as, and now the 284,000-square-foot
Troy High School,

Demographics provided

change

According to Bill Brubaker, Per-
kins & Will vice chalrman, chang-
Ing demographics has initlated the
need for new school construction
acrosn the countsy. But once the
need has Leen established, the de-
nign of a new achool plays a para.
mount tole In the educational pro-
cens. It's not simply a matter of
supplying demand, but creating s
physical plant that will best satisfy
the educational needs of the stu.
denta In & meaningful learning en-
vironment.

How then did Porkins & Will at-
tempt to design a school that acta

Designers instill humor in furniture

{AP) Wit and whimsy reigned at
the recent Intemnational Contempo-
rary Furnituse Fair in New York.

The trade ahow at the Javita Cen-
ter, now In its fourth year, has be-
come a magnet for fumlture makers
working on the edge and for amall
design-oriented companles.

For the bedroom, Arls Paganskin
created a bed, vanity mirror, chest
and bedslde table of maple with
cherry trim and red edging of ani-
line dye. Oddly rounded, they loak
s If they were reflectiona in & fun-
house mirror. No wonder. They
were [nupired by the [llusteationn of
Dr. Seuss, says Pnumkll, a wood-
worker In Eastol

My designs Ingin wlth o whimsl.
cal approach,” he says. Out of the
corner of your eye, you can sce my
bombe chest dance. To add fun, |
drench my work in color."

Jonathan and Nicole Goldman of
GoldmanArta in Boston turned
sipcovers for folding chairs into
fanciful creatures vaguely resem-

in the best interests of 1,600 atu-
denta?

‘The alta consiata of 71 acres, 10 of
which have been left undisturbed to
create a balance between the high
nchool and its natural surround.
ings. Within the 284,000-aquare-
{oot structuse, a congruity is estab.
lished in the leor plan with & major
corridor axls serving as a connector
for the minor axes that lead to three
areas of inatructional activity: aca-
demle, physical education and art.

Entering the high school on a clr-
cular driveway of Northfleld Park.
way, o fan-shaped, 750-seat theater
with a seml-circular glasa-enclosed
lobby comes Into view. The 62-foot
high overntage structure make the
theater the flrst notable part of the
complex. AdJacent is a narrow rec-
tangular three-story masonry tower
that serves to mark the entrance of
the high school. This ia a popular
architectural motif often used by
Perkins & Will an many of their ed-
ucational buildings and can be

bling dinosaurs. Pointy scales of
ripstop nylon run down the back of
their Hairy Chalr Covers." The cov-
era come in bright colora with con.
trasting scales.”

Their Rose Table" is & conversa-
tlon plece. The top of & amall rec.
tangular table is a window box
filled with red fabric roses, When
an electric fan hidden below 1s off,
the flowers droop, s If parched.
When it Is on, they perk up and
sway gently in the breezs.

Jeff Crewe and Jane Corbua of
Amnzing Wind Machines Inc, In
Littleton, Mans,, create wind sculp.
turea. These droll figures with pro-
peller mechanfsm and moving
parts, are powered indoors by a fan
ar outdoors by the wind. Deslgns
include an carsman in & boat, a
snapplng lobster and e dog wagging
its tail. Each plece measures from
15 ta 27 inches long and comes with
adisplay stand.

The furniture Harry Segil designs
looks like makeovers from the Sal-

traced back to a similar tower at
Crow Istand.

Light story

The entrance vestibule, sdjacent
to the office, is immersed In light
from clerestory windows and circu.
st light wella, The high school
takes full advantage of Indirect
light with simllar window arrange-
menta, particularly in the library
wl\en the play of light from the

tional, geometric clarity of its archi.
tectural form that characterizen
20th century medemn architecture,
Such a quality has stylistic an.
tecedents that date back not anly to
Crow Island School in Winnetka
but earlier ot the Bauhaus in Ger-
many where function was at the
core of thelr curriculum.

The Interplay of exterior wall
planes of the bullding are further
defined with the horizontal lines of
flat white brick. The building an a

elegance and
privicy of a

distinctive, ™ v
+ lururiaus litestyle
~in a water-lilied .
continemtat
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cutvilinear walls. The bookshe!
In the library are illuminated with
tall vertical windows, further en-
hancing the litseary resources of the
high school, Natural light is consld-
ered o source that uplifta the
human experience and will play &
role in the learning environment of
‘Troy High School.

What is particularly noteworthy
about the high schoal is the func-

vation Army. That from Amy and
Christopher Clavelll actually is ro-
claimed and refurbished cast-offs.

Segil, of Harry Art Furniture and
Deslgn of Loa Angeles, splffs up his
averstufled seating and chrome dl-
nette seta with lavish fabrics, bright
colors and shiny finishes. The
styles were borrowed from the 1920s
through the 1950s, The colors,
though, are definitely the ‘90s.

A lot of people are afrald of col-
or,” saya Segil, a darling of some of
the Hollywood film crowd. But T use
it to teansform funky old designs
and make them contemporary.”

The Clavellls, of Clavelli Designs
in Brooklyn, N.Y.. scour second-
hand shops, garage sales, even
dumps, then bring thelr finds home
and repaint them In fanciful mlon
and patterns.

We work on pleces like those

which many designers In thelr 30s '

grew up with,” says Christopher
Clavetll, an actor turned fumiture
painter. My mother threw them out,

thnn belng sell-contained and dis.

11w high school also ph)l!ully
il the many
that education must pursue, open
to new idess ns well as projecting
into the 21st century.

Dale Northup is a professor of ar-
chitectura! history.

my father hates them. We're giving
them a second life by painting
them.”

‘The Clavellls also will redo pri-
vately-owned pieces. In fact, they
prefer it because finding old furni-
ture isn't casy.

We just got a lerge order lor
chalrs, and 1 don’t have enough and
don't know where I'll find more,”
Clavelll says.

The Shakers are a qulte sober
aect, but there’s & quiet humor n
the Shaker-like cabinets and tables
designed by Marcus Santoro and

Janice Melone of Santoro Melone,
New Haven, Conn. The maple piec-
es are simplicity itself. The com-
plexity Is in the surface treatment
— usually a collage on the exterior
finish or hidden in a drawer.

A nice thing about humor is that
it has no age limlt. At 85, Eva Zeise]
i» most likely the oldest desfgner in
the show.

—Gustom Home

THE BORD]:EIJX OF LIVONIA

All this for...

« 4 Bedrooms, 2V Baths

« 3 Car Attached Carage -
Side Entrance

+ Landscape & Sod

+Sprinkling System

» Basement

» Den
= Formal Dining Room
+ Sunken Family Room with Fireplace
* Large Foyer
« Ist Floor Laundry Room
* Livonla School District
=« Circutar Cement Driveway
+ Air Conditioning - 3 Ton
« Ceramic Tile Floor in Foyet
& Kitchen
+ Rheem 30% Energy Fumace
» Electrical Fixtures
+ Jacuzzi Whitlpoo! in Master Bath
« Lochinvar Energy Saver
Hot Water Tank

320,

3,200 sq. ft.

COLONIAL

000

» wall to Wall Carpeting

» Fieldstone Flreplace -Family
Room to Ceiling

+ Crown Moldings in Living
Room, Dining Room and Foyet

+ Raugh-In for Shower,
Commode and Lavatory in
Basement

« Armstrong Cambray Vinyl in
Laundry Room & Pantry

* Electronic Air Cleaner

« Power Humidifier

» Alarm System 4

« Cable - 3 Outlets

* Telephone - 4 Outlets

« Paddle Fan in Family Room

« Paddle Fan in Master Bedroom

= Carage Door Opener

 Hi-Hats 5

» White Rodgers Thermostat

« And Much, Much More!

...including a Beautiful Deck

FOX CREEK MEADOWS SUBDIVISION
19279 Augusta Drive
Uvonia — Lot 9
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953-0091

6689 Orchard Lake Road, Suite 317
West Bloomfield, MI 48322
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HB6, 1275, Nowt, Farmungion Hits
and Ann Arbor.

Luxury Homes from $219.900
Estate Homes trom $299,900,

You Have
Two
Choices
- For
Custom
Quality
Homes
In Novi.

I luding
Cunde and Coke
e 1011 A
1 1uh € ommon Park Arcas
« Vaulted & Cathedral Cedings
« 1 Bedroms, A4 Bashs.

Chosts and Whirdpool Tuh
« Great Soshwllc Shouls
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Prices from $284,9060

Singh Con,
14d. bas bmu)du a
commitment w quality
1o thelr two latest
commuynitics —
Dradford of Novi and
Westminster Village.
Each exemplifies a
philosophy that cach
community is moee than
just # place o live: it is
a place for living.
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» Dramatie Cathedral Coldings

Bradfond of Novi and
Westminsier Village
sales Offices:
Open Dalty 12-6,
Closedd Thuesdlay

* Lining, Family and
Heiog Reoms, Libr:
Latwd Kitehen with
a¢ Altached Garage
irvat Nowt Schook
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Yillage
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(313) 442:2626
Prices from $164.900

Singh Development Co., Ltd., Birmingham, M1 + (313) 433-1100




