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TRAVEL

Relning [n: Tourists enjoy a horse-drawn carriage ride through New York City's beautiful Central Park.

Step around the heart of it

'NYC doesn’t sleep during summer

By TEuRY Th
NEW YORK TIMES SYNDICATE

For sume New Yorkers it's almost
a rellex nction to leave the city in
the sunner. But for thoke wha stay
— und those who visit —~ summer
in Manhattsn hos o distinctive set
of charms.

Even with big events such as the
Democratic Nutional Convention,
summertime Manhateon bas a litele
less bustle, o little less hasste. And
this stimmer, 0 particular, New
Yark City has lots to offer, includ.
ing w daszlip lineup of plays on
Broadway.

Munhattan in lovking good at the
moment, The frenzied building of
the late '80s has slowed considera-
bly.

Instend, the city i upgrading
what it's got. Familiar museums,
notably the Guggenheim snd the
Morgin  Library, have enlatged
their premises and sestored ofd
Duildings with splendid results,

And in the past twa years more
than o dozen old hatels, including
Beekman Towers, the Brake ond
1he Plazn, huve been e ted top
tu tue, often with stunning results,
A number of pleasant, modestly
priced botels have sprouted up as
well,

Manhattan is alvo trying hard ta

£

plense ita guests, Timen Square re-
vently unveilid two portable infor
mation kiosks. Euch s an outsize
stenmer trunk on wheeln with a
multilingual conclerge inside who
honds out maps, brochures ond ol
vice.

Munhuttan can e intimidating,
of course, One way to make it mon-
ageuble is to concentrate on what's
new. Thix guide, while bardly cam-
prehens ill give a hint of the
intriguing sights, sbops and enter-
tainments that muy not have exists
ed on your last visit,

Sightseeing

A happy addition ta Central Park
last month was the 90-minute guid-
wl teolley tour. Afe-conditioned and
painted @ jounty red, the trolley
holds 32 possengers, costs $12.50
ondd departs weekdays at 10:3¢ a.m.
and 1 pam. and 3 pm. from Grond
Army Ploza at Fifth Avepue and
59th Street, Infurmation: (212) 360-
2927,

Bryant Park, the elegantly
landacaped squarze bebind the New
York Public Library nt 42nd Strect
ond Fifth Avenue, fsn't exactly new,
But it was officially rededicated in
May nfter an 389 million restora-
tion and lonks teeeific, with cleaned

statues, mended wrought-lron fence
es and 2,000 perenninls in the gore
den. :

“The stately new Gorden Court at
the Morgun Library, 29 East 36th
SL., (212) 685.0008, is a glass-en-
closed conservatory where viritors
con mlmire the gingko tree and
ficos. and Lougainvillea-covered
wall year round,

Opened in Octabier, the conservas
wry is a plusing bridge between
the neoclassical library and Morgan
Haure, the adjoining 45-room Vic-
tarian hrownstone, Open Tuesday
to Saturdny, 10:30 am. te 5 pm.,
Sunday 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. There s a
suggested contribution of $5.

The Guggenheim Muaeum, Fifth
Avenue at 88th Street, {212) 423-
3500, reapened last week after two
years of renuvations, with new gal.
lerien, 0 xmart cafe and an expand-

currently showing “From Brancusl
to Bourgrols,” modern and contem-
porary works from the collection, to
Aug, 27. Open Sundoy, Monday and
Wednesday, 11 am. to & pan.,
Thursday to Saturday 11 a.m. to 10
p.m. Admivaion $5.

A new Broodway thenter season
is uncdler way with a full house of
recent hits, Including “Falscttos™ at
the John Golilen Theater, 252 West
45th St., “Jeliy's Lest Jam,"” at the
Vieginia Theater, 245 We
St., and the megahit re
"Guys and Dolls” at the Martin
Beck Theater, 302 West 45th St.
Tickets, $45 to $65, can be bought
by phone at (212) 239-6200.

Four movle buffs Lincoln Center's
Walter Reade Theater, 165 West
G5th St.. at plaza leve, (212) 875-
5626, opened in December, offering
vintage and international fitms.

el shop. An archi 1

s Frank Lloyd Wright's sky lit
small rotunda, previnusly closed to
the public. "M, i From the

Screent start at 2 pam. Admis-
siun is $7.
Shoppi

Guggenheim Collection™ is on view
tw Aug. 27. Open daily except
‘Thursday, 10 n.m. to 8 p.m. Admis.
sion: $7.

Opening on the same day was the
Guggenhelm's new SoHo branch,
575 Brondway, ncar Prince Street,

The past two years have been
rough uvnes for many Manhattan
merchants as an alarming number
of vacant stores, large and small, at-
test. But SoHo, now a hip shopper's
haven, is thrving.

PHartus €0t RTE
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smart cafe and an expanded gift shop.

The right binoculars can bring a vacation into focus

7T POTTER

PrrscorTisy or B
Good view: A good pair of
binoculars is a much-un-
derrated travel accessory

BY EVEHETT POTTER
SPECIAL WRITER
A good pair of
binocolars is @
highly underrated
trave] acceasory.
Soeme  weigh

®  lusx than Baunces
and can be carsied

Shopping
Around
(s

in a xhirt pocket
ar tucked into a
knnpaack.

Rinoculnrs can add te the plen-
Rure of & cruise — fur observing sen
birds, whales arl dolphins, watch-
ing port octivities ar klentifying
ships on the horizon.

Vacationers ton take hinoculaes
hiking, cycling. cross-country ski-
ing. ta the raceteack of the opera.

They can mnke an avid bird.
watcher out af travelers who don't
know a heron from n blue)ay.

Anid corts vary to suft a range of
budgets that ia neoely on great as
the available ranges of magoificn-
tion,

An incxpensive pair of binoculars
may cost an little as $85; a pair with
maore sophisticated optica can caslly
reach $500 and up.

But price in not everything. An
inexpensive pair of binoculars may
cnuke undue eyestrain or “eye fa.
tigue.” An expensive psle may Le
more atate-of-the-art than the casu-
a1 buyer ever wil) need.

Before buying any palr of binocu-
lars, it'n important to understand
how they differ.

First of all, Linoculor models are
identi by two numbers, such as

"7 x 35" or “8 x 20" The first num-
ber indicates the degree of magnlfi-
cation. Far example, "7 x" means
the image is magnified seven timea
its normnl nize; “8 1" meann eight
timen,

An with camera lenses, the larger
the magnification, the more import-
ant it Is to hold the Minucular
steady. Otherwike, the image will
blur andt nhake. Usually, any lons
yreotee than *10 x™ calln for a tripod

10 keep the image steady.

The sccond number refers to the
millimeter nize an the front, ar ob.
jectlve, lenn, The largee that leon is,
the more light it can gather — and
the larger and heavier the binocu-
Ears will be.

Binoculars come with various
fich!s of view: the width of the im-
age area, The wider the field of
vicw, the easier it I to track moving
olijectn, such as bilrda or racehorses.

The binoculaes should be com-
fortable, Those who wear eyeglasses
and find binoculars difficult to use
may need to look for modela with
cubber eyecups that can reduce the
distance between the eyes nnd the
lenzes,

Finslly, binoculars ahould be
easy to focus. The distance between
eyeplecen should be adjuntable for
maximum comfort.

Mot of today's models offer cen-
tral focusing, usually by turning &
‘wheet between the eyepieces. Many
alxo cume with “diopter correction”

an the right eyeplece. This allows
the right eyeplece to focus separate-
Iy to accommeadate cyesight varla-
tiunw,

In terms of models on the market,
probably the most nignificant and
sophinticated new binoculsrs have
been Introduced by Carl Zeiss Opti-
cal Inc., the famed German manu-
facturer.

For the first time, the company
hos applied Ita advanced oplics
technology to compact trave! binoc-
ulara in a line cailed the Zeias De.
aign Selection, with *8 x 20" and
"'10 x 25" binoculars, cach weighing
@ mere 6.5 ounces.

Zeiss also ures “phase-shift mul
ticoating™ to cut down on glare, The
glaxses can be uned for Tong periode
of time without causing eye fatigue.

They fit comfortably into the
polm of one's hand and fold inte a
lightweight, hard-shelt case for pro-
tectlon. But the qunlity has a
healthy price tag: the “8 x 20” linta
at $530; the "10 x 25" s $575.

Many dealers will discount these
pricea, but it's best to think of Zelss
as the BMWV of binoculars. For in-
formation cantact Catl Zeisa Opti-
cal Inc., 1015 Commerce St., Peters.
burg, Va. 23803 or call (500) 33-
2084,

Minolta Autofocusing Blnoculan
use the same technology that's
found in Minolta Mazxum SLR
camera.

‘The "8 x 22" model, which retails
for $302, autamatically focuses on
images at distancea from 6.6 feet
nway infinity. The aleekly designed
*10 x 25, at $342, [s good for imag-
ex at 8 distance of 8.2 feet to infini-
ty.

For Information contact Minolta
Curp., 101 Willlams Drive Ramaey,
N.J. 07446.

Nikon offers a witte range of bi-
noculars for travel. Thele new
Sportstar serles s affordably
priced. The all-purpose blnoculara
fit into a pocket ar purse.




