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Donahue hopes
to coach again

I suppose this in a fear horbored by all, which 1a

why it's usually cenfined to the deepest rece
of our minds. And there it remalna for most of
un, a fear that fortunately is never reallzed.

Loslng youe job — for whatever reason — Is horri-
fying.

But imagine loaing it after enjoying what could
only be termed 28 an unqualified successful year?
How would you feel If, after breaking all company
salea records, and doing it without violating any com-
pany rules, you came In one day and found out you
were sacked?

Ohvioualy, your firat question would be Why? The
onswer given: Financial problems.

How do you argue with that? You can try, inatnting
that what you did generated more rovenue than it
cost, You could provide all norts of supporting data,
hut if the decislon by the people in charge has al-
reody been made, it wan't do any good.

It’s too late. You're through.

Glen Donnhue has faced all this in the last three
montha, Last wintet he coached St. Mary's Collego’s
men’a basketball teom to a single.season achool-
recard for victorien, guiding them to thelr second-
straight NAIA District 23 chompionship and the en-
suing NAIA National Tournament.

In five years, he took a program on the brink of
collapae {former coach Rick Zalenski left just n few
weeka before schoal opened in 1987, leaving an open-
Ing which Donahue filled) to one of the best In the
nation.

Success isn’t enough

And, unilke others {Zalonski, who left to coach
Bristol Collcge In Tennesaee, put that progeam on
probation n year later), Donahue did it while follow-
ing the rules. OFf the 16 ployera he coached and were
eligible to gzaduate, 11 got their degrees; two others
are expected to In December.

St. Mary's had never heen 80 successful in basket-
ball. And with the possible return of Joachim Jeri-
chow, a native of the Netherlanda who was a stand-
out as n freshman at St. Mary's in 1989-90, combined
with six nenjors (including All-Ameri
Jimmy Bolden, from Detroit Country Day), it seemed
the team would be cven better.

Then came that fateful April announcement, ane
thnt shocked everyone and completely upended
Dannhuc's world: Due to financial restrictions, St.
Mary's basketball program was canceled. Immediate-
i

ly.

Now what? Here he was, a 67-year-old retired
achool teacher, without n job in a market with preei.
oun fow ings. “I've looked at "
Donohue said Tueaday in the office at St. Mary's he
till works out of, running summer basketball camps.

"1'll consider a high achool Job, but I don’t want to
do it unfairly. T don't want to take a high achool job
for n year nnd then leave for a college job. And I've
been coaching college for so long, 1'd be like a duck
out of water {in high schoof).”

Always a conch

But, Donahue added: *I want to coach, Always, In
my life, 1 planned on coaching untll 1 was 70-plus.”

Considering he han nearly 600 career wins in his 31
yeorn, including mare than 500 colivge wins in 24 sca-
aons, one might think he could find a job eastly, But
the late date In which he started nearching combined
with such a amall market has left him still looking,
atill hoping.

It’a the mark of the man that his first concern was
far his players and coaches. Amazingly, nearly every-
one on the roster has a place lined up to play and
finish their achooling, Bolden, easily the district's
Dest talent, has committed to NCAA Divislon 1
Wichita State.

It will bo Bolden's third college. He played a year
ot NCAA I South Florida, didn’t Itke it and trana-
feered to S¢, Mary's. It's a credit to both Bolden and
Donahue’s program that hia final choice waa based
more on academics than basketball: Mors of his cred.
its transferred, 0 Bolden could complete his degroe
fastes.

Finding n placs for a senior to play for only a year
[n niot cosy, but Donahue managed. Terrance Hughes
I8 bound for Georgla Southwestern; Joff Szc2epanaki,
Spring Atbor; Fred Ruasell is conaldering Biola Col-
lege In La Mlrada, Callf; and Kevin Karafa, s
redshist senlor (junlor eligibility), Northwood Inati-
tute.

Only Marvin Moreison, o senior bothered by kneo
7 lant scason, In ing comlng back to
finlsh his education at St. Mary's (all scholarships
will be honored, according to the admlinlstration).
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OCC resupplies hoop talent

should be stren
incoming players.

By C.J. RISAK
STAFF WRITER

When talking about Oakland Com-
munlty College basketball during the
summer, this much is certain:

® There will be an abundance of tal-
ented players to choose from;

@ Plenty of triala lle ahesd for all of
the hopefuls, both off-court and on;

Oakland Community College lost some fine basketball
players, including Rashe Reviere, but the Ralders
ened by returning, redshirted and

® Only a handFul of those mentloned
here will be around when OCC opens ita
scason [n November,

Somcthing else that's cestaln, regard-
[ng the eorly outlook on the 1992-93
Raldlers: There’s a lot to replace. Gone
arc Roshe Revicre, the tcam's leading
scorer and top talent (he'll attend Mer-
cyhurst College in Erie, Pa.), Darin

Brandt, Khari Maxwell, Dale Kraft {Al-
corn State), Rod Hall and Scott Ross.

Three players who contributed heavi-
1y laat season are certaln to return: Kev-
in Woodmore (from Avondale), Bl
‘Thurston (Rocheater HS) and Bill
Knight. Troy Coleman and Myron
Banks may also be back, if they pass
tholr summer school classen.

So coach Lynn Reed must replace
most of his team, which finished 14.18
Iast acanon snd — when opposing do-
fenses stopped Reviere — had trouble

#caring.
“F think this is going to be one of
those teams whose succeas depends on

how much they Improve and work to-
gether,” Reed anid.

Agoln, he haa the horses. Candidates
are divided into thres teama playing in
summer leagues at Fiint Jurdan Col-
lege, at St. Cecilin’s In Detroit and ot
Jefferson Junlor HS in Pontiac. There'a
much to be optimistic about.

Five potential players are “redahists,”
or thase who couldn’t make OCC's team
tast year but could make an impact this
scason, The biggest of theae is 6.foot.
10% Zorren Iveeza), from Utica, “He's
thin, but a great pnsser,” Reed sald.
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Safe at home: Erin LaCosse of the Farmington Hills Hornets slides into home plate before the throw can reach catcher Marlo
Walker of the Farmington Fantastics Thursday. The Hornets won both ends of a doubleheader.

Hornets improve fast-pitch record

‘The Farmington Hills Hornets dec-
fented crosstown rivals the Farmlington
Fantastica twice Thursday to boost
their record to 6-2 in the Incredible
Girla Fast-Pltich Softhall League, 12.2
and 19-3,

Kristin Kozinra pltched a two-hitter
for the Hornets iIn the first game, and
winhing pitcher Amy Geary and Erln
LaCosse combined on a three-hitter in
the nightcap. Both games went five [nn-
Ing. )

The Horneta shared the wealth offen.
sively in both games.

Jenny Myslinakl, Loura Williama,
Kelly LaCosse and Kathy Schneider
had two hita each in the opener, Mys-
Hnski and Williams atso had two RBL

The Homets scored a lot of their runs
on wild pitches, and Kozlara, Amanda
Ault, Kelly LaCosse and Mys)inaki
crosaed home plate two timen each.

Myalinski, Ault, Geary and Kelly La.
Cosac paced the Hornets with two hita
aplece in the second game. LaCosse
also had three RBI, Edn LaCosse and
Katle Hesano two each,

On Tuesday, the Hornets split a dou-
bleheader with the Salem Shags, losing
the fiest game 12-1 but winning the sec.
ond 12.9,

Ault was 2-for-2 and drove in five
runs In the nightcap. Heidl Wah! added
two RBI while Myslinaki and Ault
scored two runs each, Geary was the

winning pitcher.

Kozinra scored the Hornets’ only run
In the first game on Wah!'s single.

Jenny Garvey tassed a three-hit vie-
tory for the Shags. She also had one
RBI and scored two runs.

The Farmington Hills Dlamonds won
two games from the Livonia Spitfires
Thursday, 14-3 and 9-6.

Melanie Cheney was the winning
piteher [n both, tossing a two-hitter and
striking out alx in the first game.

Michelle Romig had two singlea and
two RBI, Jennlfer Cassldy s double and
two RBIJ.

Cheney pitched a three-hlitter In the
nlghteap and struck out four. Allison
Stein had & double and two RBI, and

Romig drove in two runs again.

The Farmington Hills Majestics (6-2)
suffered their first losses Thurmday
when they dropped a doubleheader to
the Canton Cobras, 5.4 and 14.6.

Colleen Baker pitched a two-hitter for
the winners in the firat game, ond she
also had two hits and three RBL.

Jennifer Lis had an RBI single and
the Majestlcs scored their other run on
s passed ball, Krista Milles was the los-
ing pltcher.

Ariana Poniatowski had an RBI1 ain.
gle, Milter a ancrifice walk and Debbje
Sobczak, Allison Gunn and Lis teceived
bases-loaded walke, Hesther Jonnn
took the loss,

NFWB squad was surprise district winner

For a team that wasn't aupposad to do much, the
North Farmington-West Bloomfield Bronco 11.year-
old tournament team has exceeded all goals,

Competing in a Bronco state district tournament in
St Clair Shores, NFWB rallled around strong pitch-
ing and steady hitiing to capture the tourmament
champlonship. The team competo in the state tourna-
ment [2at weokend in Lansing.

"We're & pure 11-year-old team competing in s tour-
nament agalnst 12-year-olds,” explalned NFWB coech
Bob Sopo, *We weren't plcked to do very wel).*

NFWB was represented by two squads In the four-

team atate tournament as the 12.year-old team alse

won {ts qualifylng toumament in Bloomfield Hills.

In Saturday's opening game of the doublo-ellmina-
tlon atate the NFWB 12.y ids met a
squad from Lansing. The NFWB 11-year-olds played
South Farmington In the second game of the urna.

menk. |
“Typleally, the older kida cxcell and are usually the

H ‘Typlcally, the older kids exce!ll
and are usually the kids on the
tournament team. We weren't ox.
pected to do very well. It was sup-
posed to be kind of a learning ex-
perience for us: to groom us for
next year.'

Bob Sopo
NFWB coach

followed that triumph with a narrow 8.7 win over
Waterford. NFWB advanced to the flnals with a 4.0
win over Novl,

Garden City won the loser's bracket and hnd to beat
NFWB twice to win the tournament. Gaxten City
handed NFWB & 14-10 loss to set up 8 championahip
gnme, but Sopo’s squad reaponded with a 10-5 vietory
to win the tournament crown.

NFWB recelved aolid pltching performances
throughout the tournament from starter Gary Penta,
rellever Joah Gad.Harf and stopper Evan Feldman.
Offenslvely, NFIWVB was paced by Mike Sopo {.750 for
the ), Mare Boggio (,500), Jason Melvin

klds on the tournament team,” Sopo explalned. “We
weren't expected to do very well. It was supposed to be
kind of & leaming experience for us: to groom us for
noxt year,™

NFWB opened the double-elimination district tour-
nament with a 12.8 victory over St. Clair Sheres and

==t
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{.500} and Mike Basford (.500). Basford alsa had four
thraw-outa from center fiekd.

“The kids really came together,” Sopo aaid. “Any.
time someono made an error or got down, the other
kida would rally around him and plck him up."

*We feel very proud to be thers {atate). We're going
up there to win it. We're not going In with the under-
claxsmen labiel, we're going in to win,”



