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Gloves off: Honigman, Gilbert mount TV attacks

By Gnrc KowALski
STAFP WRITER

‘The race between the Republican
candidates (or the 11th U.S. Housa
dlatrict 13 alnking into the mud —
titeraily.

In responss to TV ads attacking
him, state Sen. Dave

aubject of bitter, mean-aplrited pee-
sonal attacks by Alice Gilbert,”
Honigman sald in a prepared state.
ment.

Firing back

fired back with his own ad showing
2 TV dropping into & mud puddle
and blasting chlef rival former Oake.
j1and County Circult judge Alice
Gilbert for running s “negative
\} ** Another Honli
spot shows the judge at s Detroit
Tiger's game while a jury waits for

er.

Gllbert has been running a series
of ads that the Honigman campaign
stefl s calling false and mialeading.

That came after Gilbert ran an ad
saying Honlgman falled to withhold
tazes from campalgn employees In
his 1990 state Senate campalgn,
which would be a violatlon of fedez-
al law,

Webater Buell, director of elec-
tlon complience and rules for the

At a preas conf Thursday,
Honlgman fired back, charging that
Gllbert and Knollenberg are in fa-
vor of “cutting Soclal Security ben-
efita for many retirees."

Honigman quoted statements
made by Gllbert and Knollenberg at

Honlgman said that no matter
how much money people make, if
they pay Into Social Security, they
aro entitled to the benefits.

Glibert responded: “He knows
I'm talking about people coming
into the sytstem , . . for new work-
ers coming [nto the system. Ho'a
not exactly being henest on my po-
altion.”

She said a new contract might be
negotiated with new workers. But
she said of the current Social Secur-
a cantract.

aJuly 1 candidates forum,
Gllbert: "Some d1fy

Ity
You can't :h:n;e that."
said hls

should be made to Soclal Security.
It’s absolutely ridlculoua to pay aut
for those who don't need it."

Knollenberg: “Same seniors have
told me that they would give up
part of It (Social Security check)
« + + I it would he)p things out."

The issue is whether wealthy sen.
for citizens should recelve Sociel
Security beneflts,

At his press conference, Honlg:
man had two senlor cillum apeak

state, sald no lalnts have been
made against Honlgman, and the
state is not investigating the
charges.

Honigman, who had vowed to run
& clean campalgn, had so far shied
away from atlacking Gilbert or
third Republican candidate Jos
Knollenberg. Last week ho safd, in
essence, enough 1s enough,

“For the last six weeks, my fami-
1y, my friends and 1 have been the

Briggs aims for home run in race for House seat

ty convenllnn, and the kids stayed with the

i him, | dii Lou
Kondur, 70, a Honigman volunteer.
*“The senior [n very senaltive to sen-
lor insues,” Kondur said. “Social
Security is something that [s sacred
and should not be umpemi with.
This s a betrayal of trust.”

“Social Securhy is not welfare,
It’s sald.

wete taken out of context. He said
that he was repeating what various
senlor citizens had told him.

“[ don't egree that any contract
with senior citlzens should be cut,”
Knollenberg said. He added that if
the system were to be changed, “it
would be done In the future.”

Ads disputed

Gllbert also objected to a palr of
anti-Gilbert ads that have been on
TV. Honigman had to pull and
revise the TV into the mud ad be-
cause |t showed a Gilbert ad on the
falting TV screen, which drew loud
cries of foul from the Gilbert cam-
paign for using Gilbert supparters
In & Honj| ad.

“Citizena have paid premlums, If
ft's changed it would be & breach of
trust.”

Briggs doesn’t see It that way.

Honlgman is l|’l0 running an ad
atating that Gilbert took the after-
noon off from court to attend the

trail, “But I believe in what Wllur s dnin(.

STEPHEN CANTRELL/STAFY PHOTUCRAPIILY

On the alr; This scene from state Sen. David Honigman’s latest television advertisement
shows jury members killing time while former judge Alice Gilbert went to a Detroit
Tigers’ game without telling them. Gilbert denies it.

Deteoit Tiger's opening day gamo
and IeR the jury walting for the teial
to continue.

Glibert's former court clerk said
the jury had been excused at noon
that day and was not kept waiting
fn the jory box, as the ad implies.

Honlgman spokesman Phil

Ginottl aid the ad was “tongue-in-
check, but It reflecta Gilbert’s work
record.™

She haa been criticized by attor-
neys and court watchers for coming
in late and keeping sttormneys wait-

ing.
Gilbert said that while on the

icleaning.

bench she tried to settle coses in”
chambera tather than go through ©
lengthy and expensive court pro- . .
ceedings.

Glnotti aid the media have b«n N
focusing on Honigman's sds, but
not polnting out “lles” In Gilbert
ads.

By Greg KowaLsi
BTAFF WRITER

Walter O, Briggs 1V plans to hit a cam-
palgn home run and make a ninth-inning
win on the road for the 11th U.S. House
Congressional seat.

The great grandson of Walter Blrggs —
an in Briggs Stadium — doesn't have any
official contact with the Detroit Tigers, but
he wants to make his mack on the political
scene. He and Michael Meyer are the only
Democsats running for the seat vacated by
William Broomfield.

But In this predominantly Republican
district, Democrats are seen as long shots.

“I have a good shot at it," he said. “At
every other door [ go to, they say they are
independenta. Qur job s to get to them and
tell them they have a choice.”

He added, “The district has changed. 1
walked in Southficld, It's solidly Democrat-

With the creation of the new 11th dls-
trict, same key Republican strongholds,
such as Troy and Rochester, were cut from
Broomficld's old district.

Briggs’ wife, Andres, agrees. She strangly
supports her husband.

“1t's rough,” she said of the campaign

We need good Jeadership in W

The Briggs have two sons, Walter {(“of
course™ said Andrea of the name cholce), 8,
and Aaron, 4.

Even they get caught up in the cam-
paigning, she said.

“They do know what's going on,” Andrea
said.

“Walter, (the son) wants to go to the par
tles,” she aald. But bedtime for the boys is
usunlly eattler than party time. Briggs’ par-
ents Jive in Connecticut, Briggs' father is a
broker on Wall Street [n New York. The
Briggs attended the recent Democratic par-

Being on the campalgn trail does put &
stress on the family, Briggs sald, but it's
only a temporery altuation. And the couple
shares parental duties,

“It's  partnership,” said Andrea. Briggs,
an accountant, [a currently on a leave of ab-
sence from Blue Cross/Blue Shield of
Michigan and Andrea is a treasury analyst
for Kelly Services.

Briggs alsa said he gets a lot of suppart
from his parents. Although his (ather was
once chairman of the Mlchlm Young Re-
publicans, he supports his son’s Democrat-

And how did a Blrmingham resident a!-
Republl:an blckmund endupas a Dtm(r
crat?

“{ apent too many summers with .lnne
Hart,” he sald with a laugh. Mrs, Hart wes:
the wife of the late Democratic senator
Philip Hart, Briggs uncle and s close family
friend.

Briggs said he could make s difference in
Washington because he said he fecls more
in touch with the voters. At one peint his
father was out of work for three years be<
cause of illness. “We bad to sell the house.

Burglaries on the decline,

police credit better security

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI
STAFF WRITER

Decreasea in burglaries could
maoke 1992 another watershed year
tn Farmington Hills, if ali goes as it
has so far this year,

percent compared to the esly
1980s,” Dwyer said.

‘The continuing decreases in bur.
glaries stem from residents taking
an interest in protecting their hous-
s with security syatems o3 well an

s doatl In Neighborhood

“At one time, we had &
in the 700 and 800s,” said Ferming-
ton Hills police chief Willlam Dwy-

(1
For the first six months of the
yeat, serfous crime, Including bur-

Watch, Pollce subdivision patrols
also have contributed to the de.

crease, Dwyer said.
Decreases alsa occurred in larce.
nlu. down 1o 1,001 from 1,084 in
June, 1991; motor vehicle

glacles, has d 8 percent
compared to the same perod in
1991, Serlous crimes totaled 1,423
for January-June, compared to
1,647 for the same months in 1991,

Serious crimes include homl-
cilen, of which there were none re-
ported, criminal sexunl conduct, 83-
graveted assault, robbery, burglary,
Iarceny, motor vehicle theft and ar.
won.

“The glaring area is burglaries,”
Dwyer said.

For the first slx months of 1992,
the city had a 12,1 percent decrease
in busineas and realdential burgla.
rien. That's a total of 247 burglaries
so far compared o 281 at the same
time last yeat,

Since the 1980s, the city haa had
# cantlnuing decline in the number
of burglaties. In 1987, for example,
burglarles tapped 745. The follow-
ing sesr, 713 and in 1989, 671, In
1991, bueglaries leveled off at 577,
which was a 5.7 percent decrease
from 1990 with o total 898 incl.
denta.

d 20

lhcfh. !ﬂ compned to 106; and ar.
son, seven compared to efght.

The decreases don't mean that
crime is slowly disappesring. “I
think we go through various crime
cycles, We experience increases and
decreases in these various cycles,”
Dwyer sald.

Other types of serious crimes in.
creased. Criminal sexual conduct
increased form four in January.
June, 1991 to five this year; robber-
ies increased (rom 20 to 22; and ag-
gravated aasaults from 42 to 44,

Larcenles, Dwyer said, are often
based on trends, For example, auto
parts such as ‘hood omaments,
come and go In popularity, and that
shows up in crime statistics.

3 think most larcenles are com.
mited by people who live in the
arca," Dwyer sald. He docsn’t be-
lieve larcenies are commited be-
cause of tough economic times.

While motor vehicle thefta are
down 3o (ar this year, statistics
show that in all of 1991 incidents
[} d to 250 from 192 the previ-

have

ous year.

Duwyer believes an auto theft task
force in Oakland County as well 83
manufacturers’ marking of auto
companents has  helped reduce
thefts, Security systems such as Lo-
Jock and Teletrac have also helped.

As in the past, Dwyer assured
that the majority of criminal sexual
conduct incidents in the city are not
rendom but rather between people
who are related or acquainted.

The majatity of robberies have
occured at fast food restaurants or
gas atations, “We will continue to
experience these. They are being
commited more with firearma than
In the past — more seml-automat-

les,” Dwyer sald.

While robberies increased In the
first alz months of 1992, Dwyer be-
lleves the city Is still not In bad
shepe. “In comparison with other
years, our tobberies are not really
that great in comparisan with other
years."

Arrests for serious ctimes de-
creased 4.8 percent, or 238 com.
pared to 250 in the first six months
of 1991. The majority of armrests
were for {arcenies, which also repre-
sent the greatest number of incl-
dents in the serfous crime category.

“Certainly we would like to arrest
more people responaible for major
crimes,” Dwyer sald. “] think we've
cleared armed robberles with ar-
tests. 1 have to give credit to the of-
ficers for being alest and to the de-
tectives for putting cases together.”

Officers, civilians receive citations

Farmington Hills police olﬂ:l-l-
announce the following awarda, rec
ommended by the department's ci-
tation and award board:

Citations were presented to:

® Officer Michae} LeFave for the
arrest of one suspect for carrying a
concealed weapon and violation of
the controlled substance act, March
3, 1992,

® Officer Robert Burkart for hls
amlstance in the arrest of two sus-
pects for armed robbery, March 11,

@ Officer Willlam Duffey for the
wrreat of two suspects for armed

robbery, March 13.

® Officer Charles Rozum for the
arrest of three suspects for armed
robbery, March 23,

A commendation was presented
o officer Shelly Turner for the ar-
rest of one suspect for six breaking
and enteringa in May 1992,

Unit citatlons were presented to:

® Sgt. Douglas Anderson, Gary
Brandemihl, Patrick Comini, Dan-
ie} Herrick, Patrick Montl, Ronald
Shankin, Cralg Summers, Robert
Tidetington and Shelly Tumer for
thele effort between the CORE

group, patrol and crime suppression
unit, which resulted in the arrest of
four suspects for poasession with
intent to deliver matijusnn, May 4-
185. Drugs, money and vehlcles also
wete conflacated.

Civilinn citations:

@ Dianne Hahn for information
which led to tho acrest of two sus-
pects for maticicus destructlon of
property over $100.

® Robert Rebtoy (or information
which Jed Lo the arrest of ane sus-
pect for armed robbery, March 30,
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