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TRAVEL
That toddling town
Lose the blues in Chicago, the heart of the midwest
By Iuaset, WILKERSON 1:30 p.m. and 2:30 p.m., and Sunday

NEW YORK TIMES BYNDICATE

hen the country goes in
w wearch of ltac)f It often

lands in the Midwest
where beige flotnesa seems cloaer to
cusential teuth and where Chicago,
the region’s eapital, ia the primordi.
al big city, ull granite and brawn
andt firoud, noisy boulevards.

Without the vencer of Hollywow!
or Broutlway it i perhups the most
frankly American of big American
cities, surrounded by suburbs and
cornfields, proud of its skyscrapers
anel bratwursts,

At heart Chicsgo is a journey-
man’s town with no time for prreten-
sion. But if it i an efficlent wor-
khorse, it is nlso o beautiful one,
Frank Lloyd Wright, Ludwig Mies
van der Rolie and many others have
mae it a living muscum of archi-
teeture.

And parks named after two presi-
dents from Rlinois — Lincaln snd
Grant — carpet the city’s edge at
the fuot of steel-snd-conerete
mountsins, with Loke Michigun
Sluwi tue on the horizon,

The city has recovered from a
frenk underground Noeod thit immo-
bilized the downtown aren calil
the Loops in April anil is now set-
ing in for the brilliant summer,
wlien the city becomes the country's
Diggest beach town,

What to do

At the first hint of summer sun,
switnsuit-clad Chicageens can be
seen wrapped in towels and carrying
Deach chairs past the office bufld.
ingy and boutiques of Michigan Av-
enue, past Chanel and Armani and
Henri Bendel. They arc on thele
way 1o the Oak Strect Beach, one of
the most popular of Chicago's 29
beaches.

Other majot heaches include
those at North Avenue, Fullerton
Avenue and Monteuse Avenue,

The city’s parks offer a wealth of
free activities this time of year. The
Grant Park Munic Festival (312-
H19.0614), presents symphanic con-
certn Wednesday, Friday, Saturday

- und Sunday to Aug. 23, There, the

Grunt Patk Symphony Orchentra,
Ted by such vonductors Sursh

T Culdwell and Michael Morgan, pre-

; sentsun,

hing from Berastein to
v at the park’s Petrille Mu-
el at Columbus Drive and
kron Bulevard.

The Lt annua) Jnzz Festival
(312-744-3315) runs from Sept. 4 te
G, slse ut the Petrillo Munie Shell,
Haurs are Frislay 6 pm. to 10:30

2 pang Satorday and Sunday 3 pan.

10 10 g, Among the performers
wilk e Mol Torme, Dinne Schuurr

* und Spiro Gyza,

The Lincolo Park Zoo, 2200
North Cannon Drive (312.204-
4660), is ane of e few big-city zoos

stidl free to the public, There,nta
working fartn, visitors can nee cows
milked, butter churned, chicks
hatched, Polar bears, lions, chee.
tuhs snd elephants, among others,
are lse on view. Open daily 9 u.m.
tobpm,

Briar Street Theater nt 3133
North Halsted St. (312-348-4000),
in presenting, to Sept. 13, John
Guare's “Six Degrees of Sepuro.
tion" with Veronica Hamel. Ticketa

e $29.50 to $35.50,

The Agillo Thester, 2540 North
Lincoln Ave. (112-935.6100), pre-

d Me o Tenor™ by Ken
with Jolin Antin, to Auy.
ickets are $27.50 to $131.50,

Art inside and out

1t i a matter of welf-esteemn that
Chicago hns the tallest building in
the world (Sears Tawer, 1468 feet),
1he busiest sirpont (0'Hare) and
Michael Jordan, Stature is every-
thing. And architecture is perhops
where Chicage gets to shuw off
maost.

Frank Lluyd Wright got hin stort

and wpent the first 20 years of his
career in subutban Oak Park, 9
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Attentlon getter: Alexander Calder’s 53-foot-tall bright
vermillion-puinted steel Flamingo, in the plaza on Dear-
born between Adams and Jackson, is a focal point for
urban cvents.

Windy clty: Cluctq,o 's shyline, as viewed from the Chicago River, shows an unusual architectural mixture of bare-
bones engineering principles and sleck steel-and-gluss design.

miles cast of the Loop, where his
hume and studio atand fully re-
stored, Visitors can wee the barrel-
vaulted playrvom he built for his
wix children and the octagonal
drafting room where he launched

at 1:30 pm.

The rest of the year tours are only
at 1:30 p.m. The foundation atso
gives boat tours along the Chlcago
River, charting landmarks such aa
the Wrigley BulldIng, Marina Clty
and the Merchandine Mart. Toura
depart daily at 10 a.m,, noon, 2 p.m,
and 4 p.m. Tickets cost $15.

The Art Institute of Chicago,
Michigan Avenue at Adams Street
{312-443.3600), with its treasure of
Impresafoniat and 20th-century
American palntings, recently
opencd new gallericw of Chinese,
Japanese and Korean art.

Among [ta current exhibitions
are: Master European paintings
from the Natfonal Gallery of Ire-
1and, featuring works by such ert-
{ata ns Goya, through Aug. 9; and
paintings by Jacob Lawrence de.
picting the lives of abolitlonists
Frederick Douglass and Harriet
‘Tubmon, to Aug. 6. Open 10:30 am.
to 4:30 p.m. Monday, Wednesdoy,
Thursday and Friday; 10:30 a.m. to
8 p.m. Tucsday; 10 8.m. to & p.m. on
Saturday; and ncon to 5 p.m. Sun.
dny. Admission ls $6; Tueaday free.

Visitors to the Field Museum of
Natural Hixory, Roasevelt Road at
South Lake Shore Drive {312.922.
9410), can see a collection of robotic
insects and arachnids up to 12 feet
Jong In "Backyard Monsters: The
Waorld of Insects,” to Sept. 7.
Among peemanent exhibits are
prehistoric skeletons and a te-cre-
ation of an Egyptlan tomb. Open
daily, @ a.m. 10 5 p.m. Admission ia
$4, $2.50 for children; Thursday
free,

Acroan from the Field Museum,
the Sheild Aquarium, 1200 South
Lake Shore Drive {312.919.2438),
juts out from the shore. Beluga
whales and dnlphlnn liveinthe 2

the Peairie School of

Qak Park and adjacent River Far-
est, with 31 Wright structures be-
tween them, are the richest reposl-
torfes of Wright's work, Guided
tours of his home and studio, 951
Chicogn Ave., Onk Park, I11. (708-
8481500}, run weekdoys at 13 a.m,
and 1 p.m, and 3 pam., and week-
erxls continuousdy from 11 a.m. 1o 4
p.an. The cont is $6.

Architectursl walking tours of the
Loop explore catly skyacrapers such
un the Chicago Board of Trade and
the Rookery, or modtern huildings

million-gatl the
centerpiece of & Plclﬁc Naorthwest
coastal re-creation, complete with
driftwood and beach pebbles. Open
dnily, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Admission is
$7; 85 for children and senior citi-
zens, Advance purchase through
Ticketmaster (312.559-0200) in rec-
ommended in summer.

Fasther south near the University
of Chlcage the enormously popular
Muscum of Science and Industry,
57th Strect at Lake Shore Drive
{312.684.1414), offera handa-on

Yated

such nx Sears Tower, the
shaped State of Illinois Center, and
tnonumental sutdoor sculpture by
Caliler, Picasso and Miro.

The tours, sponsored by the Chi.
cugo Architecture Foundation, 224
South Michigun Ave. (312.922-
3432), cover a mile and halland Jant
two houes. Toutrs ot a cost of $7 are
Kiven April theough September on
weekidoys at 10 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.;
Satueclay ot 10 a.m. and 11 a.m. and

subterrancan journeys and re-crea-
tiuns of coal mines. Open daily 3:30
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. General admission:
is $5, 82 for children; free on Thurs
day.

On view to early next year in the
Omnimax Theater. “Ring of Fire.”
about valeanie eruptions in the Pa:
cific Rim. Theater tickets arc $5.50;
$3.50 for childeen. For museum and

theater: $8.50, $4.50 for chlldren.

Marketing music: Opera buffs love Met shop

B ‘We're open from 10 in the morning right
through the second intermisslon at 10 at night.
In fact, we probably do half our business be-
tween B and 10 every night. On Saturdays you
can't shoehorn a person in here.’

RETT POTTER
AL WRITER

For opera buffs
— and people
buying  gifts  for
them the closest
place 16 heaven
on carth is The
Metropolitan Op-
era Shup in New
Yark,

“There is noth.
it onywhere in the United
anid Greg Stauver, the

: shop’s retail manager. Tt s flled

with opern memornbilia,  photo-
gruphy, comnpact cdiscs, videatapes
nd apern glasses.

The store is in a bright,

niry

© space tucked into p comer of the

Metcapalitan Opera House — “the
Mut" — at Linealn Center for the
Performing Arts on Manhattan's
Upper West Side.

‘I'he nen-profit epera shop ond its
sister operstions, The Performing
Arts Shopr and The Galleey nt Lin-
coln Center, sre operated by The
Metrupalitan  Opern  Associntion.
‘They do business all year, not just
during opera seasan, which is Sep.
temher to April.

“We're open frum 10 in the morn.
ing n|..hl through the secanil inter-
minsion nt 10 at night,” Stnuver
ways. “In fact, we probably do half
our business between 8 nnd 10 eve-
ry night. On Sotuniays yoo can’t

'~ shochorn a person in here ™

Much of the merchondise is com-

'~ miasioned for the shop itself,

Greg Stauver
the shop's retatl manager

One of the hottext items is the
Metropolitan Opern T st Paet-
folio, nn «legant cowhide wallet
with 12 pockets for opera, theater
and sports tickets. Availahbe in red
or black, it's priced at $95.

Shupjiees con also findt a Carissic
wi Verdi handmade Ttadinn nilk
aearf ddecarated with images of 19th.
century Verdi opesa noares, It costs
$200.

The shop also carries small white
{talian-made busts of famous com-
posers, They come in four different
sizen and range in price from $19.95
tw $120.

The busts, which Stauver suys
are “very sought after,” look like
rwrble set on an alabaster base.
Thete nre 15 composern avallable,
including Mozart, Vernli, Wogner,
Puccini and Beethoven.

“Perhnps one in 10 opera lovern
uses opern glasxes,” wabd Stauver.
“The shop carties the Taxeo brand in
prices ranging from $95 10 $185.

As for opern glsaes made of
muther of peazl and gold. Stauver
sy~ thes'te mare 1o e seen with,
not to see with.” But the shop

stocks u hamibsome poir for $125.

“We've had a lot of reqquests for
lurgnetten o8 weldl,” he sayn, refee-
ring to the classic opera glanses
mounted on a handle. "We found
surne arsl we'll have them for next
Keason,'

‘The shop enries coliectibles too,
such ax n hand-painted majolica
statue of Vidletta, the heroine of
Venli's “La Traviota” The statues
ate mude In an edition of 500 and
ench one xelln fur $98,

There i» alvo o latge actection of
autugeaphed vintage photon, lettern
and mnnuseripts, including a
rigneldl Wack.and-white photo of
wupruno Marin Callns, framed with
the program for her performance in
*Tusca™ at the Met on Feb, 28,
1958, It conte $750.

Fur the budg
the upern game vinta for $29.95;
Duth tewels depicting n seene from

Aula or “Madnme Butterfly" for
d mugs decornted with
rom such aperan an “C
and "Der Rosenkavalier

inded, there's

$10.55
The shup's collectiun of opers

tapes, compact <lines and videos s
extensive,

Duwnstairs a4 The Performing
Arty Shop children's gifts arce the
specialty.

This in wheee to find & *“Peter and
the Weolf* T-shirt for $12.95 a
hardcover book of “Modame But-
terfly,” illuateated by Kim Palmer
(Simon & Schusater, 1987), for $7.96;
anil a stuffed rabibit fn a pink baltet
tutu fur $38.

Adlults may prefer o Mazart mug
for $12 ar an oven mitt coveeed with
muxical notes fur $7.95. For further
information contact The Perform-
ing Arta Shop at {212) 580.4156.

Adjacent to thin shop s The Gal-
lery at Lincoln Center, which ape.
cinlizes in fine ant posters and
prints, many of which have been
comenissloned by Lincoln Center.

Contemporary  artista such aa
Howard Huigkin, David Hackney,
Judith Murray, Gary Bukovnik and
Pattick Gordun are represcnted, A
Wil k hy Rukovnik called “Hybrid
Lilien," for example, Ix available an
n nlm’ml anil numbesed lithograph
In an editiun of 150 fur $600 or as a
poster fur $50. For further informa-
tion call (212) 580-4673,

The Mutropalitan Opera Shup
publixhen a catalog that lists some
alits afferings,

For a free copy ar for further in-
fuzmatiun on all the whops contact
The Meteopulitan Opera Shop, 70
Linculn Center, New York, N.Y.
10023 or ¢all (800) §92-2525 or (212)
760 7010,

Farmington Eills
Trans Global Travel

Rochester
Great (aks Travel
G52-1004

18008834687

ROYAL CARIBBEAN
BREAKS THROUGH IN '92.

Cruise Network

Luxury Cruises at affordable prices

Garden City
Your Travel Planner
$22-7020

1.800-873-0722
Sauthfield
Doneson World Class Travel
353-581)
\¥est Bloomfield

Prices per peraon hased on double oocu
Certain conditions apply. Low alr

Cruise Network
855-9750
incy crulse-only, Prices vary by season.
addon muu;le upon requet,

Naw Is your golden opportu-
nity to cruise wilh Royal Car-
{bbean at vi ial rales on
sclected sh pl and sailing
dotes, Enjoy breakthrough
savings on the cruise line that
salls the world aver, to the
Bahamaa, 8ermuda, the Car-
ibbean, Alaska, Europe and
Mexico, from 3 to 12 nights.
Hurry and make your reaerva-
tions today aa rates will in-
crease or be withdrawn with:
out notice. Any NEW bookings
received by 9-1-92 will
“receive a speclal bonus gift.”

5505
YAL&!CARI

Wi chann et YRS RIS

B o g S

Livanla
Business & Pleasure
478-5525

1-800-837-9832

Sterling 1teights
llusmess & Pleasure
939-7070




