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Roach’s
‘Liane’ is
hlS life

It has taken Archie Roacha
1m1g time to come to grips
with his life. But he has in
the understated collection
of sonFs on his “Charcoal

LP, Through his re-
cordingu he has found he
was not the only Aborigine
child taken from his par-
cnts at the age of 3.

¥ LARRY O'CONNOR
S'rnw\’mrrs

Theough a cullection of under-
soted folk and country styled
vongw, Archle Roach has made a de-
finitive ntatement about sorrow and
anger and the power of music to
heal thoae festering emations,

Mote su, Roach's “Charcoal
Lane™ LP is a hasrowing story of a
person's life toen asunder: Taken
uway from his Aboriginal famlly at
3 and pasxed around to several fos-
ter homen during his youth in an
overall attempt to meld his people
into the white Australia way of life.

. A 14, o long-lost alsters writes to

tel) him hlx natural mother has
died.

Oldcr, he's left to grapple with his
own lack of identity. Unanswered
yuestions ulcerate into rage and
self-destruction.

Alung this rulnous path, he lives
dustitute an the sieeets, he drinks
and fights.

1 couldn't talk to people about
things — not even my wife,” said
Roach, 37, whose 1990 aibum ia an
sutabivgraphical sketch, *My uncle
knew | played guitar and § had write
1en some songs. He teld me 1o go
home and write about my exgeri-
ences.”

The result is “Charcosl Lane,”
which has been halled in Australia
far its call for human rights and
bringing » heightened awareness to
the Abwrigine couse.

Stripped oway of the paln,
xlmup,h. there’s on underpinning of
hupe in kongs such o “Took the

. Children Away" that gives the LP a

universal appeal,
In u fesonont, heortfelt voice

" Ruach tells the ordeal of what he
. and reversl Aborigine children en-

d in = chilling g

sponsored  assimilation  program

Look atlife: Archie Roach, unger/songwnter and an Abungme tells of his llfe torn

that lunted untit 1964,

‘The song concludes with the lyr-
ic, “One aweut day all the childsen
come back/ . . . Back where thelr
hearts grow strang/Hack where they
all bndong.”

The plaintive folk song received
an Australian Human Rights
award, but it s testament of
Roach’s attempt to come to terms
with what hus happened to him.

“At first, I thought it was myself
and a few other people that It had
happensd to and it was an isolated
incident,” »aid Roach, who in mar-
ried ant iv, ironically, a fonter pare
ent to severol children. A lot of
people bave been coming up to me
ant telling me how it happened to
them. People as old as my grand.
parents were taken away from their
fomilies ax children.

“1t shocked me . . . Tdldn’t real-
jze this was happening until T atart-
el winging the songs on this album.
Nobody cver talked about it be-
fore.”

They ate now, So, teo, are peopls

discovering Roach's bountiful mu-

sleal talents, He's quick to clarify

he's oot an Aborigine llngul
iter hut a si

asunder in his native Auslraha thmugh a collection of understated folk and country
styled songs in his “Charcoal Lane” L

soulful voice that bridges between
the hlack and white type of voice

. snid Dave Brogren of Bir-
ok

who [s an Aborigine.

Citing people like Jimmie Dale
Gilmore and Hank Williams as in-
spirations, Roach has always been
enamored with the country artist's
ability to tell a poignsant story in a
song. He played in = country type
land for awhile, performing cover
sangs before venturing out on his
own,

He cxpreases o famlliar country
refraln in “Charconl Lane,” s num-
ber depicting his own battle with al-
cobolism (“And we'd stagger home,
all alone/And the next day we'd do
it again/Have a revivee in Charcoal
Lune.")

Homcleunun is aptly captured
in the singular observation “Down
City streets 1 would roam, used my
fingers an a comb” [n the number
“Down City Streets,” which was
written by hils wife Ruby Taylor.

“I think he's got n

who p folk per-
formances ax part of the La Casa
Folk Muxic Seties. “There's not n
fot of performers who can do that
nowadsys."

In Roach’s volce In hurt, the kind
of pain that finds itself only ta be
released through music. There's
also that sense of being lost in
thinga thot can never be explained.
But it's in his muslc, ironically,
where Roach has finally found him-
sell.

“In our culture, singing is heal:
ing.” he said. “We believe the earth
s crented thruugh inging.

“People are becoming more
aware. There's hope. The children
are coming back. *

Archie Roach will perform 8:30-
10:30 p.m. Friday, Aug. 7, at Alvin's,
5756 Cass, Detroit. Admission is
free. For i call 832-2355,

Sonic Youth does it again with ‘Dirty’

*Dirty,"” Sonie
Youth: Fiends,
these Sonic Youth
peuple, They lure
you unsuspect-
ingly Into dark
curners under the
pretense of Las-
sist Kim Gor.
dun'a secluctively
sandonic vocals or
serenading wund
put forth by gui

LARRY
O'CONNOR

' I»e Renaldo and Thurston Moore
* (os in the beautcous “Theresa's

Sounil-warld"™),
Lulled into 8 falae scnse af secur-

iy, Sunic Youth proceed to blud-
geon the var with a dissonant,
pounding aural psvault to leave ono

i n the fetal position. But you
luve every minute of i

"[irty" [x about drane, feedback
and other majestic manipulatlons
uf sunnd but its also speaks o such
topical subjects asx sexual harans.
ment in the workplace (“Swimsuit
Insue™),  despair un the street
(*100%” nnck “On the Strip”) and
teen amint ("Youth Against Fas.
cism"} in a cogent manner.

As with their previous relcases
“Daydresm  Nation” and “Goo™

(not to mention the “Whitey Al-

Encore: Sonic
Youth — Lee
Ranaldo,
Kim Gordon,
Thurston
Moore and
Steve Shelley
— have done
it again with
their latest
release,
“Dirty," on
DGC.

bum” under the name Ciccone
Youth), caustic sarcasm festers
throughout lhh 15-song, 59 mlnute
urban eir

tosicating. Starting out on a priml-
tive, clectrie charge, the number ex.
plnde- into a rapture of shimmering
Brilliant, and cer-

with the obsessive — be It with pop
icons such an Marlyn Monrce in
“Sugar Kane" or primal lust In
“Wish Fulfillment” — makes Sonic
Youth sound Ilke willful voyagers to
lifu's ncediest acenery.

But it's when these often dud.ain-
ful imnges are

ulnl, one'the high points of the 12-
song release.

{Ncttwerk/IRS, 3939 Lankershim
Biod., Universal City, Calif., 91604)

“Sleep,” Antenna: Sad, but
true, the Blake Bables are no more.
The three members have wasted lit-

framed by a continual edgy and
mesmerizing sound that makes us
lixten, and thus, and continues to
make Sonic Youth a great band.

(DGC, 9130 Sunset Blud., Loa An-
geles 90069}

“Psycholum," Falling Joys: Al
ter a rather Iackluater opening with
a palr of turgid, guitaz-blasted
numbers, the Falilng Joys quickly
recoup and further enhance their

fon as one of A dla’s
finer new musical exports.

Sungs an the band's second al-
bum renge from grand musical
to delicate,
tlve pleces. Vocatist Sutie Higgie
captivates, using breathless harmo-
nies Lo entice while cvoking a hy-
brid sense of emelancholy that
secmn to be rooted In many of her
songs. (*If nothing’s ventured/
there's nothing to writs about”—

“Ending ot Beginning™)

Rut a mouvdy pop diva? Hardly,

“A Winter's Tale'" pethaps olfers
the best shawcase for Higgie's vocal
capabilities, exalting a joyful story
of love In full bloom.

The guitar-invoked splendor of
songs auch ar “Paycholum” [a in-

e time in ing. [nstead, vo-
calist Juliana Hatfield has prompt-
ly releaned her stunning debut al-
bum, “Hey Babe™ and John Strohm
has went ebout assembilng his new
outfit, Antenna.

On this four-sang CD release,
{raturing former Blake drummer
Freda Love on one cut, “All 1
Need,” Strohm  aptly rehindles
many of the taut guitar pop pieces
that the Blake Babies cultivated in
their short, storied career. As 8 vo-
calist, though, Steohm only man.
ages to meander alung.

(Mammoth Records, Carr Mili,
2nd Floor, Carrboro, N.C. 27510)

“Blow Up," Deep Jimi und the
Zep Creams: Eschewing such
thlnp:- ns melody and lyrical pur-
pose, thia New York-based hard
rock conglomeration of guys named
Siggi, Thor, Bjorn and Julius

plunder and pander to the primal
urges in all of us on this four-song
CD recordedd live et CBGB's. The
highlight is a protracted blues gui-
tar number, “Waiting for My
Time." Though “Live a1 Lecds™

thisisn't.

{Technicolor Reconds, Box 1214,
Radio City Station, New York
10101)

IN CONCERT

Monday, Aug. 3

—
PARADISE VMI.!V Jm JAM
Alvin's, 5756 Cass. Detrot.

832.2355

™
Rick's Cate, 611 Church, Ann Arbor,
996.2747

Tuesday. Aug. 4

DAD BLASTED

Rick’s Cate, 63 1 Church, Ann Asbor,

956.2747

gi‘ﬂ SEL BROTHERS WITH THORNEITA
V1!

ANn's, 5158 Cass, Devrot,

832.2355

BAKGAOK SHI

With Tngger Nuwy al Blondws, 21139
W. Seven Mie, Detrod.

5358108

Wednesday, Aug. 5

UNCLE CHUNK
Bling P;g_ 208 S. First, Ann Ardor,

mvnwumm RiST

Gayie's Chocolate, 471 S, Washungton,
Royol Qak.

398000t

DAD BLASTED

Rxx's Cafe, 611 Church, Ann Arbor,
996.2747

uve

5t. Andrew's Hall, 431 E. Congress, De-
ot

961-MELT

PARTY
w\m Jacky Block and Mean Street Alli-
o ot Blondwes, 21133 W. Seven Mie,

Tnursday Auvg. &

LUCY'S ALTBY
Coconut Jos', 225 Jos. Campau, Detroit
259.3675

HIQH CALIBRE

tew Way Bar, 23130 Woodward, Fem-
daie

541-9870

S1G_DADDY ROMANCE & YHE
REDOLTRIMMIR:

Detroiter Bar, 655 Beautren, Detrod.
963.3355

MARY MCQULRE AND MYK RISE
Backseat Saloon m Keego Habor
6821519

GROOVE SPOON
aund ?20854 Furst, Ann Arbor.

ey .
with Vm Py Fish and g Hammee
a\ Bumd:e: 21139 W, chen M\Ie Do-
535-5105

EXCLPTIONS

With Rigger Than Mass at Lik's 21, 2930
Jatob, Hamuramak.

8756555

ARMIE ROACH
Nnn 5. 5756 Cnss. Detrot. Free concen
B 30 I

‘IIMIIIQ'IIJ.WI
With the Pecestians al Awn's, 5156

mu.beum From $0:30p.m, 10 2a.m.
832.2.

nm\nmu
Rxk’s Cate, 51 1 Charch, Ann Arbor,
§96-2747

SCOT? STERN AND THE TRUST

Wncn;). 49N, Sognaw, Poatix,

CLAIM YO FAME

With Rotand B, st me: Pub, 3965
Woodward, D¢

8318070

Saturday, Avg. 8

ROLLINS BAND

Proenix Plaza Amphitheatre, 10 Water
St.. Pontiac.

334.1999

$COTT CAMPRELL
New Way Bar, 23130 Woodward, Fem.

dale
541.9870
CAROLYN STRIHO & THE DITROTT ENER.

avasvlum
Token Lounge, 26949 Joy Road, Wesl-
tand.
522.0245

eaungﬂmmt al P:ycneck s
g:,\j‘n ; 2932 Candt, Hamtramck.

Oh.

wih Finuoom Poets a1 Bund AL 208 5.
Fust, Ann Arbor.

996-8555

SCOTT STERN
Amns 5156Cau Detrost.
832.2.
DO
Rb;h'ic.l"e.ﬁll Church, Ann Arbot.
9562747

WHERE | STAXD
G"H;&s\s,l??t Saginaw, Fontiac.

DANCING FEET WITH
w lounge, ?932 Canift, Ham.

tramch,
8740253

POWER OF QL1
wmmmgﬂaxmm 17580
Fratho, Rosewide.

775«!!50

With Misconception and J.P Dead at Bion.
Ges, 21139 W, Seven Mile, Detrodt.
5358108

Friday, Aug. 7

MUSLIC mﬂ”
5 p.m.).

o.m)) ond Legendary Bues Band
pm) In Kepog Park, downtown

GYASYLIM
mn Lounge, 28949 Joy Road, West:
522.0245

Sozw. 4758 Greenfield, Dearbom,
846-1920

CHARM FARM

lnau“z. 15 5. Saginaw. Pontiac.
334-1

Soup Kichen, 1585 Fronkin Sit., Detroit.
259 l.!?vl

PLYMOUTH MUSICAL CELEBRATION

with Mnswnaty Stew (« zs p,m.). Cowl-
1ans (6 p.m.), Buck Market (7;30 p.m.)

mﬂuaseooowﬁpmlmmg%
downtown P h.

459.3143

GOORER & THE PEAS

Proerux Plaza Amphaheatre, [0 Water

St., Ponuac.

333-1999

NICK CAVE AXD THE SAD SCEDS
a&m’s Holl, 431 E. Conpress, D¢
S61MELT

RFDBOYS

The Ark, 837V §. Main, Ann Arbor.
761-1451

ed Compse and Cﬂsuu(-on at
Mt! 21 139 W. Seven Mie, Detrod
5358108
WINSZY REPORT WITH BIG DADDY KIXSEY
wilh guest Robert Noll at Suty's. 4758
Greenheid, Dearbom. .
836-1920
LEGENDANY SLUES RAND
Soup Kitehen, 1585 Frankin St., Detroi
?59~ L??-l

(:ocom\m 225 Jos. Campau, Detrot
259, 357

HioK
Ne- Way Bl 23130 Woodward, ch

5J19£70
813 _DADDY ROMANCE & ﬂll

Detrofter Bar, 655 Beautren, Detroit. .
963.3355 .

MARY MCOUIRE AND MYX RISE
Backsent 530N in Keego Hardor,
SEZHIS

mms First, Ann Arbor

MISSIONARY STEW
With water 4 the Pool at L'y 21, 2930
Hamtramak.

Jacob.

B875.6555

TRUNCNEONS

With Civilans 8t Alwns. 575G Cass, De
troit.

8232355

Happry 28 Clams and Bolan Star at
Pa'nhechl Lounge, 2932 Canfl, Mam.

8;4»0251

NUKTUNES

fuch's Cate, 611 Chwreh, Ann Ao
996.2747

YUDU KIPPIES

GT's Gnt, 49 N. Saginaw, Pontixc.
8345150

Sunday, Aug.

— e
MARY MCGUIRE AND MYK RISE
ne Q_cnun North Saginaw, POntiac

Misbehavin': Charm Farm’s Kool Rave comes to Industry
in Pontiac 9 p.m. to 2 a.m. Friday, Aug. 7. Fresh o[fthcxr
recent party, Love in the City, ot St. Andrew's Hall in
Detroit, Charm Farm’s Kool Rave will also feature DJs
Mister Bill, Urban Kaos and Mark McConnell. Cover is
$5. Industry is at 15 8. Saginaw in Pontiae,



