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Wooddale woes

Mean words are no answer

ill Rogers said this about plans: If

they're milk and honey to someone,

they're poison ivy to someone el

The milk and honey tasted wh[

and sweet to some who attended a community
mecting at Wooddale Elementary School in
Farmington Hills Monday evening. Others
seratched themscelyves raw.

The issues ot Wooddule - aptly named since
it's located in a little valley with lots of trees —
are the parking lat and entrance way. The lat is
too small, the driveway too steep leading out of
lhc \ullc)

school grounds and surrounding subdivi-

roing through their sul. And some wauld rather
look at trees than a school rond.

Now, we're of two minds about the Wooddale
meeting Monday,

First, we're impressed that so many peaple
{nbout 100, sameanc said) put aside home, fam-
ity nnd the Olympics on TV to attend a gather-
ing on this important local issue. Plenty of posi-
tive comments were made. We hope the folks
who run our schools realize that these people
care.

We're sure that the safety of Wooddale
youngsters was paramount on the minds of
mecting-goers, with other concerns like traffic

ts can be d for y 0§
pecially during winter.

Just nbout everyone in the Wooddnle commu-
nity aprees that their school has these prob-
lems. Ah, hut what to do about them? The pro-
puscd solutions — plans, if you will — seem to
have pitted neighbor against neighbor aml pas-
ent apainst non-parent.

One of the leading solutiens, us designed by o
traffic-management firm, wauwld close off the
steeps drivewny (an 8-percent grade) leading to
Peppermil] and build a new access road west
through a pretty stand of trees to Ook Forest.

“I'his would please a lot of people, but those
Jiving on Quk Farest and other strects in the
Coluny West sulidivision are not among them.
Many would rather not have the schanl troffic

4 and property values clearly second-
ary. We're sure,

On the other hand, we were disappointed to
hear so many mean words spoken, neighbor to
neighbor, ut the mecting. The man from the
teaffic-fow fiem took an occasional verbal beat-
ing, too,

Mean words spaken by frustrated people
aren't going to solve the problems at Weoddale.
But some fost and informed action by the
Farmington Board of Education is,

The hoard, which we're glad to see, took some
needed aetivn on this problem Tuesday. Offi-
cinls should study it some mare, if that's what's
needed, but put it at the top of the list, Find out
what's best and then do it

Rights denial debases society

recdom is no juking mateer,

Thut's why we hape those who were
usied by the recent remarks made by
unty executive candidate Phil
Marcuse toke anather Took st whot Kind ol soci-
s best for themselves and their children.

Mareuse, in o desperate attempt to gather
some badly needed Inst minute support for his
fnited enndidacy, nmmnlul to the basest nature
uf socicty by attacking his opponent, Betty
1lenve, on the basis of gender,

T'his misguided lnw clerk apparenly believes
1hat wamen's lendership skills qualify them
only for duties performed in the home, and that
just by heing born a male, he is more qualificd
Uhan his opponent to be an elected public serv-
ant.

1t would be cusy enaugh to Jaugh oft such
faolishiness. But we andy hove to look arwml us
1 see how serinns the denial of equal rights for
swomen has debased our society.

‘I'his court jester of Qakland County politics
represents a fur deeper threat.

The ier attitude toward rights exists in
the most influential of plnees, from corporate
boardroons to the floor of the U.S. Seante.
‘T'hese leaders, who make ns on the basis
uf exprl 10 preserve their own power
Tuy; consistently forfeit the rights of those
who are often unoble to defend themselves.

And this savape war of inequality has too of -

ten heen waged against women.

The tealy steong in our sociely must consist-
ently and continually speak out against these
inequities.

T'he entire structure of our armed forees has
heen shaken by revelations of sexual abuse and
hnrassment.

The now infamous *Tailhook™ convention,
where several women Naval officers were fon-
dted und abused, enly serves to mnke us more
awnre of the long journey we have to travel be-
fore equality cun be obtained,

The credibility of the U.S. Supreme Court
has been undermined. During the Clarence
I'hemas confirmation hearings, o majority of
1.8, senators thought male bonding was more
important than justice.

“I'he husrendous numbers of crimes commit-

ted agninst women because they are women —
spouse abuse, sexual horassment and
imination — vxist unly to sap this coun-
s strength.

“T'he frantic hattle against cquality launched
in reeent years by a frightencd reactionary right
wing must be halted lest we all saerifice our
{reedoms,

For any of us to be equal, all must be equal.
That’s o value missing an today’s Americon
Jandscape, a value which, if adopted, could go a
Tong way toward solving many ef this country's
ills.

QUESTION:

Should Vice
Proasident Dan
Quayle stay
on tho Repub-
lican ticket?

We asked this ‘) think he should r'd m\hcy have *f think Bush “i don't think Eush
question at the be dumped. Ho's Dan Quayle than should keep him. ever should huvo‘
Amencan House | for the biras, They | Bush. I'd pick Ha's been with put him on. I don't
retirement didn"t name him Mario Cuomoto | him four years.’ think Quayle I
home on Quayle for noth. be president, but Disna Wilson { qualified l? be
Middiebelt in Ing.’ he doesn’t want Livonia F';Sl'ﬂ:fg- -
Famington Sylvia Kantor | tobe. O oo s
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LETTERS

Discourage panhandling

t was exciting to read some of the positive

things about Detroit in Judith Doner

Berne's column in the Observer & Eccen-
tric newspoper.

sou are willing to write about it. Suburbanites

neetl to know that Detroit has much to offer and

that if we don't take advantage of it, it will be

gone.

We at Metro Detroit T'emporary Services, Inc,

are committed Lo the city of Detroit and more
ifically to its people.

1 believe that the t ity of De-
troit is taking important steps toward a come-
Dbaock. 1 also believe that all of us have a stake in
the comeback and that all of us must do our
part to make a better Detroit a reality. This in-
cludes the gavernment, businesses, the medin
and the community.

In reference to the panhandlers, 1 have per-
sonally talked with one person, who said that he
has made as much as $100 in three houra, This
was done by standing on the street corner with n
sign which said, “Will work for food, Nam Vet.
God Bless." 1 often give these people a business
card and offer them a job. They rarely call, | am
glad to hear that you support a campaign to rid
our eity of panhandlers,

1 am also glad to hear that you and your hus-
band are willing to come into the city and that

"I would j just like to say thank you for your
support of Detroit and ask that you contlnue
that support in the media for all to see,

Marllyn Malin, president,
Metro Detroit Temporary Services

Opinlons are to be shared: e welcome your
fdeas, 8s to your neighbors. That's why we offer
this space on a weekly basis for opinions in your
own words. We will heip by editing for clarity. To
assure authenticity, we ask that you sign your
letter and provide a contact telephone number.

Letters should be mailed to: Editor, The Farm-
ington Observer, 21898 Farmington Road, Farm-
ington 48336.

Negative advertising rages on

eftections on Tuesday's primary elec-
R tions. . .

Michigan’s political system is chang.
ing. ,
Nat through voter anger, although there's
plenty of that, but thraugh the old-fashioned
mechanisms that have driven our polities for
half a century. Population shifts, mainly from
cities to suburbs, and the redistricting that
comes every 10 years, have given Onkland and
Wayne County suburbs larger counts in the
1890 census than the city of Detroit.

Consider Michigan's delegation to the UN.
Congress. Population losses cut our quota of
representatives fram 18 to 16. Redistricting,
plus tough primary fights, plus age, plus frus.
teation lead six congressmen unexpectedly to
decide to retire.

Among these were some setiously senior
members, tike Bill Broomficld, Bob Traxler,
Dennis Hertel and Howard Wolpe. It will take
another generation for Michigan to regain the
clout in Washington it has today.

Likewise, the clout held in Lansing by inner
citivs iy eroding under the steady pressure of
population shifts to the suburbs,

The entire state House was redistricted this
year. The biggest primary fights teok around
the periphery of Detroit, where districts were
pushed aut, putting into sudden retirement o
series of previously secure, white, T T

tunately) unknown Republicun running against
favorite Dick Chrysler for the GOP nomination
in the 6th Congressional District. The apot
showed men Kissing, aberted fetuses and a na-
ked bay.

Alier this systematie nssault on our public
senaibilities, one is tempted to ask, why? The
answer is clear: Negative works, And until it
doesn’t, politicals will be tempted to use it.

One reason it worka is it gets coverage in the
medin,

The sanctimonious two-faced medin monster
in loose once more in the land.

On one hand, editorinl writers grandly tut-tut
about negative mls. while the ncwn sitle plays
up the mudsli and lutely refuses to

reps,

The political system is still in crists, but
don't for n moment think that this primary has
been without consequence.

Negative ndvertising s still all the rage,

We had mudalinging in the 11th Cong

cover any of the scrious issuc pasitions af the
candidates. The Detroit Frec-News Sunday pa-
per was the worst, heading page one coverage
with a roundup devoted entirely to mudsling.  ©
ing. B ,
Ask nny liclate about his or her succers in '

al District (Dave Honigman veraus Alice Gil-
bert). Wo saw ch ination in tho 7th

getting the media to cover an {saue-oriented

(favorite Joe Schwartz versus tong sht Brad
Havkens). And we experienced real attack poli-
tica in the race for Wayne County Sheriff (Bob
Ficano versus Kevin Kelley).

We saw literally obscene television advertia.

ing on behalf of John Mangeopoules, a (for-

and you'll get one mad candidate.

Conclusion: We in the media ought to clean
up our own act before we dump on the peliti-
cinng again,

Philip Power is chairman of the company that
olens this newspaper.




