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Drug czar wants to reduce
appeals for pleading guilty

By Tim Ric
ST

The stale's drug czar sayn Michi-
fan coulil anve $2 million by reduc-
ing the number of automstic
sppeals Iy canvicts.

Rebert Peterson, coordinator of
drug programu for Gov, John £in-
kler, supports n  conatitutional

to elimi i
appeals by peaple wha plend guilty.

“We whould abwolish the nutomat

H The Court of
Appeals rules agalnst
all but a few appeals.
But it stlll takes a
three-judge panel —
plus clerks, time and
paper — to produce
written opinlons.

ic right te appenl guilty pleas. Many
cunvicts pleadl guilty and ore not
happy with the xentence,” Peterson
suid ulter testifying befare o Scnate
subcommittee.

"We cauld anve $400,000 In nttor-
neys casts, plus the cost of defense
atorneys, The Supreme Coust entle
wovings ot $2 million.”

ke Ward, chief osaistant
Wayne County prosecutor running
fur the Court of Appealy, agreen.

“There duesn’t have to be o three-
sear bucklog in the Court  of
Apprals,” Wand said in o separate
interview, "The Court of Appeals,
In it awn provedures, generates
frivitous appeals. A quarter of the
docket is frivolous,

*Fifty-five percent of ith cases ate
criminal. Half stem from pleas of
puily,

“Under the Michigan Constitu.
tlon, n defendant has rights — the

backlog — definitely. It would take
some pressure aff (for now judges)
and save the siate attorneyn' fees
for indigents.”

Plawecki, of Dearborn Heighta,
said “20 percent of nppeals are frive
olous — where the individual, after
belng fully represcnted, pleads
guilty and waives his rights.”

Appellani-convicts are entitled to
file a 35-page brief and usually usc
the entlre 35 pages. The prosecutor
who sent them to prison usunlly
uxes his full 35 pages for rebuital.

A lant fcts charge such

Tight te o jury, to , the
right of appeal. The effect of a
guilty plea in to walve thase rights,
But we have a rule that you don't
waive a right in on appellate court
procecding,

At an carlier ime, they (Court of
Appeals) wanted to generate n case-
n il a defendont specifical-
the right to appeal, they
{vourt) won't enforce it.

“We could still have a rule thot o
defenclunt coulid apply for leave to

frregulnritien as Inadequate legul
counsel or too stifl a sentence by
the judge.

The Court of Appeals rules
apainat all but a few appeals. But it
#till tokes a threc-judge panel —
plun clerks, time and paper — to
produce written oplnions,

The Court of Appeals was created
by the 1963 atate constitution with
nine judges. Today it has 24 and o
three-year bocklog. The Supreme
Cuurt admini has asked for

appeal if  womething
huppened.”

District Judge Edward Plawecki
dr., another Court of Appeols eandi.
dote, said such a constitutional
amendment “would  reduce  the

40 judges by 1994 and sald there in
wurk for 80 judges.

Lawmakers, however, arc leanlng
in the directlon of cutting tho work.
loact Ly cutting automatlc appeals.
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1 P.M. Each Afternoon {Doors Open 12 Noon)
815 Woodward Ave, {1 Mile Noah of Square Lake Rd )
*ESTATE OF THE 1ATY BARBARA GOLDSTEIN®
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Woodmark...The Most Comfortable Chairs
InThe House. Now Your Choice...$399

We've chosen our 7 most popular touch to a particular room. Over 100
Woodmark chairs (Including 2 other fabrics to choose from including
atyles not pictured) and covered florals, prints, damasks, jacquards in
them in a beoutiful array of fabrics the latest fashion desaigns and colors,
and priced them well below narmal Al ot just 8399 each. But hurry, sale
prices. It's your chance to save on prices end August 13.

your favorites and add that special

Stately Chippendate
Wing Chair features
aalight pich

fot added comfort and
hand rubbed antique
mahogeny wed finish
s
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Knife edie pillow
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Look for more special Metropalitan Guide savings every week on TV, and
in ?«om Suburban Newspaper. The Metropolitan Guide is your quide to
value. We intend to offer you some of the best savings in the

Detroit area each an

JC

Sy

d every week of the year.

We look forward to serving you!

Sincerely,

The Spring Newspapers

Metropolitan Guide

savings..
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