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Walter’s prepares for national tournament :

BY BrAD EMONS
STAFF WRITER

Walter's Appliance will be minua
fLs top pitcher Dave Wood, but help
is on the way o3 the Livonia Colle-
giate Bascball Lesgue chomps em.
bark on their second trip in four
years to Johnatown, Pa. for the Al
American Amateur Bascball Asso-
ciation Tournament.

Because of Wool's unavatlability
(fractured anklc), manager Mike
Keller wos able to dralt one addi-
tional roater player omang four
L.CBL pickups.

Wood, a righthander with a 5.0
record and o league-leading 1.37
varned run average, suffered o scn-
son-ending ankle injury playing
right field in on opening-round
playoff loss to Delwa),

But the Heney Ford Community
College product will still moke the
trip a8 0 conch.

Hard-hitting Aaron Moch of reg-
ular senson LCBHL champlun Little
Cuesars will fill the void In right.
He wus second In the league with a
388 batting average.

Also udded to the ruster by Keller
and aasistant conch Harv Weingar-
dlen i8 Cacsars first baseman Mike
Gincomantonio, the league’s top
home run hitter.

Two pitchers from LCBL playoff
runnerup Delwal hove alo been ac.
quired — Tudd Bolke, a righthan-
der, snd Derek Wircbaugh, a lefty,

"Qur playees felt Bolke woa the
best pitcher they faced this year,"
Keller soid.

Rival manager confident

John Moraitis, monager of rival
Caensurs, believes Whalter's will take

o atrong team to Johnatown,

“Those fields are made for hit-
ting.” he eaid. “They (Walter's)
have a lot of good hitters in their
lineup, And with the hitters he
(Kelles} hos, and with good pitch.
ing, he could win It."

Walter's 1ast renched the AAABA
tourncy in 1989, finishing fifth over-
wll at 3.2 with playera such as Joo
Sturtz (Indiann Unlversity), plekup
At George {cx-Evansville} and
Rick Karcher {minor leaguer [n At-
lanta’s syatem}.

“Every team has a different chor-
acter,” Keller mald, “On paper we'so
better offensively and defensively,
hut we all know paper doean't win
ballgomes.

“At tho beginning of the nummer
we felt this was a goud team on pa-
per, and we folt the kids we had
cuuld do It becaune we had a lot of
gowdl ballplayers from Jast year.”

Jefl Pendell (.366), Walter's third
baseman, ik the Jone returning
member leRt from that ‘89 squad.

This year's lincup o sodid
throughout with the likes of Eric
Stover and Jeff Schaffer {348} be-
hind the plate; RBI league leader
Juson Gabel at first: Joe Brusseau
at second; ond league Dbatting
champ Paul Pitronello (.395) at
short.

They are jolned by outfieldera
Craig Oveenitls {.348) and Kevin
Young (.362).

“I'd nny that Jeff Schaffer adapt-
«d well to the Collegiate League
right out of high school (Llvonia
Franklin},” Keller said. “But that
renlly wasn't a surprise.”

Playoff recap

Walter's, ironically, was nearly

vusted from the LCBL playoffa o
fore it even started, loalng the open-
er to Delwal, 8.3, before bouncing
back In tho loaer’s bracket to beat
Hines Park Lincaln/Mercury (10
5), Covsars {7-6) nnd Delwal twice
(74 omel 972

Utility man Chris White came
through with peir of clutch hits
during the playoff final victory.

And during five-day double-elim-
inatlon tourney, pltchers Lou
McKalg (1.0), Bryan Pfeiffer (1-0),
Steve Roas {1.0) ond Sean Henkel
(two saven) came through in the
clutch.

Add starter Mike Colemnn, to go
along with Wirchaugh and Bolke,
and Walter'a looks formidable on
the mound heading for Johnatown.

1 thought the talent among the
{aur (playofd tenms thils summer
wus preity cqual,” Keller said.
“There was s lot of parity bocause

Vraa:

we alf buttled close during the regu-
tar nennon. We just wanted ltand by
chance it was un, =

“We want to make sure we repre-
sent the City of Livonla and the .
Livonia Collegiate Baucball League
an beat we can.”

Caenaes, meanwhile, begins ac-
tiun todny In the National Amateur
Boseboll Federation College-Divie
slon regional tourney in Sterllng . |
Heights (Bishop Gallogher com. .
plex). .

Moraitis wold he may add three
LCBL playcrs to his toumney roster.

Among those mentioned are
pitcher Seott Rodgers (Hines Park),

home run co-champ Tom
Kretachmer (Delwal) and pltcher
Mark Temple (Delwal).

The regionsl champion from

Sterling Heights advances to the fi-
naln nest week in Doyton, Ohlo.

Defense fails NFWB in Connie Mack regional

North Farmington-West Bloom-
ficld I Relinble had the good piteh-
ing it neeled in a Connle Mack re-
givnal tournament last weekend but
had an unexpected breskdown on
defense,

NFWB cosch Bill Gaughon
thought his team (29-10) could con-
wend for the title if it won its first
two gamea in the American Ama-
teur Bascball Congress tournament
in Buttle Creek, relying on a decp
pitehing staff nfter that,

But the defense made wix cerors
— the most NFWB mincucs in a

Gary Mortls, o post-season addi-
tien from Orchard Loke St. Mary,
pitchied a four-hitter Friday in the
fiest game againat Fort Wayne Dox.
But he was trying 1o overcome a
duficit from the start ofter NF\WVB
made four errors andd gave up six
runs in the first inning.

Morris allowed ne carned runs,
but the result was an 8-1 loss for
NFWB. An error in the third inning
tet two more Fort Wayne runs scote.

“The Kkid pitched a great gome;
we just didn't Dback him up,”
Guughan snid.

start at 5:30 p.m. Friday but was de-
layed until 11 p.m. and didn't end
until 1:30 2.m.

The team had planned to return
home Fridoy night, but all the ho.
tels were booked by that time. The
NFWB untourage returned to the
Detroit area around 3:30 a.m. Sat-
urdny and had to be back In Battle
Creek for a 3 p.m. game later that
day.

Despite the dinrupted achedule,
NFWB rebounded from the first.
game debacle to upset Little Cae-
wars Baseball Federation regular.

hitter, struck out four and walked
two. In tho seventh, Trenton had
the tying run at third base with no
outs, Dt Farrell retired the nide
with u strikeout, a line drive to the
first boseman and an fnfickl po.

pout.

NFWB also had only two hits
and scored its runs on John Heller's
single and Marcus Sarnovaky's sac-
rifice fly,

NFWA continued its anemie hit.
ting Sunday marning, agaln hnvlnk

rune per game during the neasan,
aeared three in the regional,

Daon Pydyn started and pitched
1% innlngs agolnst Grossi, giving
up three cuns and taking the loas,
Mike Pesci worked the next three
Innings aml Belan Sumner the final
third,

This wos the fifth consecutive
yenr NFWB, manoged by Jim Fer-
guron, had qualified for post-season
play and the fourth in a row it had
eeached the reglonal round.

Gaughan Is optimintic about noxt
year since seven of the nine NFWB
starters are 17-yearn-old and will ¢l
igilile to eeturn,

‘The statistical leadees this year
were Hellee, 448 bntting average;
Jehle, 47 RBI; Ian Friedenberg. 712
on-hase percentage; Adam
Chelmers, fuur home runs; Jehle,
cight triplea and neven doubles;
Forrell 11-2 record and 63
strikeouts; and Mark Temple, 2.33
carned-run average.

Just two hits in the fived
mercy-rule loss ta Flint Groak.

single game ull sewson — in the enson champ Trenton 2-1 Stur-
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