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ALL IT HOMETOWN pride. Or an cscapo
. from the everyday. Or simply an old-fach.
foned celebration.
Community feativals seem to bo thriving.

And arca folks apparently love them with thelr big-

tirme fun and smoll-town atmosphere, With a focun on

fanilly-oriented entertainment and simple good times,

seasonal festlvals are & hit with their parades, cercmo-

nics and other special events, regularly drawing thou-

sagda and thousanda of people who come out to enfoy
community-spirited celebrations.

Rl guess maybe festlvals are
sinall-town stuff — that's what
they mean. It's family entertaln.
mient where we try to provide
something for everyone.'

: Jody Sorenen
: executive director
Farmington/Farmington Hills
Chamber of Commerce

“] guess maybe festivals are small-town stuff —
that's whnt they mean. It's family entertainment
where we try to provide something for everyone,” said
Jody Sorenen, exccutive director of the Farmington/
Farmington Hills Chamber of Commerce.

The Farmington area recently celebrated ita 28th
annual Founders Festival [n full style, camplete with a
grand pacade, sidewalk sales, arts and crafa fairs, en-
tertainment and other specinl eventa.

“And the people of Farmington think that this is
good,” adds Sorenen. “They are pleased with being in
a smoll community with a downtawn and all . . . in
Southeaat Michigan that is quite unique.”

Indeed, it seems that the smaller local cities which
have npecified downtown areas have found formula one
fur success when it comes to hoating seanonal commu-
nity events: Lots of spitit and coordinated effort by
city ufficiala, merchants and resldents.

Ce ics like R

and -
buth of which Loast thriving downtown districta — re-

Festivals thrive in close-knit communities
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Festlval fun: Craig Trombley waves, Skip Rosenthal plays the banjo and Sarah Layton and Lynn Kujath ride a float in the recent

Farmington Founders Festival.

Tech

executive director of the

Chamber of Commerce.
“And there in a lot of pride in the community of
Birmingham,” continues Eick. “The people in our
are e d people who belivve in raising

ally weem to have what it takes to pull off fe
festivala.

Biemingham, far example, has established [tselfas o
city rich in cultural continuity and character, with a
voriety of 1 V activiti heduled
throughout the year,

“Jt's all port of the tradition in our town, promoting
the whole community to get involved,” sald Lori Elck,

children in the ‘right” way — you see it by the partici-
pation, by the families who get involved. It's all o part
of the tradition. Also, we have a nucleun heee: a down-
town park and a viable downtown area that is healthy,
"And, of caurse, City Hall makes sure all our eventa
happen safely and properly,” she adds.
Katy Bloodgood, esecutive director of the Greater

How to shape up your boat
to ship out on ‘Family Day’

By CasEy HANB

STAFFWRITER

Tt may not be as grand as the Port
Huron to Mackinac race.

But Farmington's minioture boat
races on the Rouge River Saturday,
‘Aug. 22, won't take nearly as long,
and will offer some good, old-fash-
joned fun for kids and adults ages
five and up.

. The racea are part of “Family
Day in the Park,” a day of festlvi-
Yiex in Farmington's Shiawassce
Park which commemorates the an-
niversary of Farmington's incorpo-

BOAT SPECIFICATIONS

luable glue if they wunt the boat to
sty together,

The object i to create a boat
which will ftoat easily along the riv.
«r for about 300 feet, and une that is
uniquely designed and constructed,
Although no motors or battery-
powered vehicles are nllowed, par-
ticipants may add 8 sail to their
crafts if they wish,

Doen the ministure boat race
hatken back to 125 years ago?
Compbell isn't nure, but believes
the idea fits in well. *1 would as.
xume with the river, kids were piny-

tation s o village 125 years ago. J&ﬁm‘mﬁmﬂ‘m ing there,” he said. “There was also
The park is on Shiawasseo between anysize. much mote family orientation hack
Farmington and Power roada. +The object is 1 creals & boat which then.
. The races begin at 3 p.m. If you will fioa) Gown the river for m length of “Thin in & project fumilies can
plan to participate, organlzers sug. 300 foet. wark togethes on.™
sust arriving about half an hour ear- «The race is open 1o all ages both chid- Campbell said he has no idea
Yjez at the Rouge River footbridge to ren and sduts. i how many people to expect, al-
gistes yoursell and your boat, +The object s to have @ fun event with though some groups like cub scout
*+ “It might be total chaos, but we'll 3%'53” ‘;‘vﬂm“‘fn?‘% troops have shown an interest in
Bnve a good time," nald Farmington | (ool N0 mm;;‘m“"'u" participating. Farmington Hills
'u.runc]lmun Amie .Cumpllell. coor- measured trom the bottom of the beat patks and recreation  personnel
‘dinator of the miniature boat race, 10 top of the mast and 24 inches wide. have entry forms, as do employees
M just thought it would be some- +The milk cartons may be eut of at Farmington City Hall, or you can
‘thing fun to try and use the river — fastened {ogether In any manner (hot register on the day of the event,
‘something to allow people to use glue, screws, string, etc). For those who aren't into pre-
their creativity.” »The mik cartons may be made of planning, those from the Farming:
* The race will be divided Into age prastic or paper. ton Community Library who are or-
‘entegories, including 5.8, 9412, 13- * Wind-powared only Ranizing arts and crofts in the park

16 and 17-adult and will be done in
Heats, If needed. Boats must be
huilt by using no more than three
milk containees of any size and ma-
terinl, and can be no more than 24

A apecial tour of historie Farm-
ing homes and di
;will be held this fall to commemo-
; rate the 125th Anniversary of Farm-
*fngton’s incorporation as a village.

: Sponnored by the Farmington
‘Hintorical Society, the Farmington
‘Historical Commlssion and the
‘Farmington Hilla Histarical Com.
mission, the tout will feature 13 dif-

sferent hintotic structures.

3 Tickets for the tour are $10 If
"purchased in advance, or $12 on the
*day of the event. The tour will be on
‘Saturday nnd Sunday, Sept. 19 and
20. Ticketn are availablo at both
Faemington and Farmington Hilla

inchen tall and 24 Inches wide,
Campbell reminds those con-
structing boats not to use water so-

M Sponsored by the
Farmington Historlcal
Soclety, the Farming-
ton Historical Commis-
slon and the Farming-
ton Hills Historical
Commission, the tour
wlll feature 13 differ-
ent historic struc-
tures.

and at all Metrobank offices. Tick-
et can also be ordered by mail from
Nancy Willyard, 35810 13 Mile,
Farmi Hllla, M1 48331,

city halln, the i Hlstori-

cal Museum the Community Center

of Farmington.Farmington Hills,
-

The tour, which runs from 1.5

that day will have pre-constructed
wooden bosts which people will be
alle to decurate. Camphell said
they will hold separate boat races
for the decorated wooden boata.

Heritage house tour scheduled

pom, both days, will feature: the Bl
eanure Spicer House in Heritage
Park, the Edward Maseman House
on Biddestone, the Samuel Locke
House on 11 Mile, the Ward Eagle
Houne and John Trick Blacksmith
Shop vn 14 Mile, the John Dallas
Harger House an 12 Mile, the Ham-
ilion Jones House an 12 Mile, the
John Gardield House on 13 Mile,
the Universalist-Unitarian Church
on Halsted, the Gov, Warner Man-
wion on Grand River, the Masonle
Temple on Farmingtan Read, the
Thomas Tussetl Houee an Oakland,
the Lapham House on Grand River
and  the Methodist  Children’s
Home on Oakland,

For more informntion call Nancy
Leonard st 476.4125 or Ruth
Mochlman nt 626-8264.

Chamber of Ca rree, echoes Eick's sentis
ments sbaut the importance of a floutishing downtown
und plenty of local support.

“A lut of downtowns have died — ours is just the

celehrated Heritage Festival over Memorial Day week-

end.
“Familics here con walk downtown — it's a very
safe, warm atmosphere. These events are certainly
1. enioy 1

opposite. We have a very active DDA (D: De-

lap Authority) and a good p: hip with the
mezchants and aft. Bt's & very vital downtown,” said
Rlooidgoad,

One of Rochester's most lauded cvents is the Christ-
mas Parade, which dzaws about 50,000 folks dawntown
each year, The city also hests the highly successful
Arts 'n’ Apples art fair every September, an well as the

d and icipated in. Tt all helpa to en-
hunce the ity.” asid Bloodgood.

And it appears likely that those towns which have
had nuccess with the community feativals will contin.
ue doing 50, a long as the popularity remaina high and
the glitches are kept ta a minimum.

Seys Farmingtan‘s Sorenen: “We'll keep doing it as
fong os people keep going.”

FOR RIGHT
NOW, THE

PALAZZO

JUMPSUIT

Two different prints,
one casy-living silhouette.
Jonathan Martin
designs the perfect
all-in-one that begins its
Jashion progress wow,
Wider legs, chemise-fit body,
Navy or plum print rayon.
Sizes 5 1o 11, $38.
J Shop

Jacobsons

Ann Arbor ® Grosse Pointe ¢ Birmingham ¢ Dearborn @ Rochester ® Livonla

Shop untl 5 pm. on Thurday and Friday, Until & pum. on

Monday, Twerday, Wednewdsy and Saturdsy. Shap Sundry Noon 10 3 pm.

Jacobson's Charge, MasteeCard®, VISA®, snd American Expren®.



