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Hensen’s puppets capture scary side of Alice’s childhood

In 1932, an ¢ld-

ssgg‘mﬁ erly British wid.
ow, Alice
Hargreaves, ar-

rives In New Yotk
to participate in
on academle func-
tion and finds
herself engulfed
by & mob of re-
porters and pho-
togesphers, She'n
impotient with
the intrusions
nml bnffled by oll the attention,

But the BU.yesr.old was once a
L10-year-ofit who was regaled with

. LOANNE
ROGERS

fanciful storica by clergyman
Charles Dodgeon, who luter pub.
itahied the storiea as “Alice’s Adven-
tures In Wonderland” under his
pent nome of Lewis Carroll.

A Victarlan dowager, Hargreoves,
played by Carol Browne, has ac-
cepted an Invitation from Columbla
1 ity to speak at a
of the Lewls Carroll centenary. De-
splte her protests that she really
doesn't remember much about Mz
Dodgson, childhood dreams and
memoriea return when she is alone
in her hotel room.

In “Dreomchild,” Allce remem-
bers the very slow fall into the hole.

‘Then the chletly woman Is talking
with the Mad Hatter, the March
Haro and the Doonmouse. Other
young Al-

timea it's the

the lettorn Dodgaun had sent her

antl apeculates she wouldn't have

done thnl ir umo bada't been
\

fco, played by a rather solemn,
dark-haired Amelia Shenkley, who

Is in Wonderland,

Other scenes recall young Alico
with her family and Dodgson, who

clearly had an innppropriste (nfatu.
atlon for the child. The film cer
talnly raises questions about Dodg-
son and his impact on the child.

Young Alice’s mother questions
why Dodgion would confide s0

much In the child, The adult Allce
remembera her mother burning all

wron|

As ployed by lnn Holm, Dodgeson
cleatly s lovenlek for tho child who
he trica to woo with stories, present.
ing her with a firat printing of his
tales. He's a atuttering, shy man,
jealous of the nttention Allco re-
celves from a young boyfricnd. He's
a rather sad character, who knows
his infatuntion with the child (sn’t
proper or at lenst will never bo what
ho wants.

For the first time, the elderly Al-
ice confronts her long buried feel-

ings ond memoties nbout her expe-
riences with Dodgson, who called
her the dreamehild. Her thoughts
start to mubtly surface when she
talks pragmatlcally to reporters who
want to talk about dreams. They
aren't interested in her, Alice tells
them, but the girl sho was and who
Dodgson made her out to be.

“Its hinrd enough to be what I was
at my nge et alone what [ never
wus,” she sayn.

The flm [a rich and vlvitlly mmh\

neary edge that [n one side of o child
Leing Jost in strnge and dangerous
lund.

The nuhplnl involvea the elderly
womnn's companlon and a young
reporter, who for @ sizeable commls-
wlon sets her up to do somo promo-
tlons, 1t's fun to see the imposlng
widow Horgreaves recording some
radio commercials.

Dlrector Gevin Millar and
ncreenwriter Dennis Potter took o
historica) foolnuln and have made o
rich, fasck film.

with the atory ch

and operated by Jim Henean and
hls company. These aren't cuddly
cut little figures, they copture the

“Dreamchild" is vgilable on cas-
xette at local video atores.

SCREEN
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B DETROIT FILM THEATRE
Detroit tnstitute of Arts, 52
Woodward Ave., Drtroit. Call 832-
2730 for information. ($5)
~MAdnm's Rib™ (USSR — 1991),7
and 9:40 pm., Aug. 2122 ond 4 and
7 pan. Aug. 23. Net to be confused
.with the Hepburn-Teacy comedy,
this is one of the tant films to come
Au of the former Soviet Union. The
4] yE-ife comnedy finda three
wotnen struggling to get alongina
.cramped urban apartment.
- B GOTRAM CITY CAFE
22848 Woudword Ave., Ferndale.
Call 398-7430 fur information.
(Free)

“Repulsion” (Britain — 1965), 8
p.n, Aug. 20. Roman Polanskl di-
rected this peychological horrar
classic about a beautiful young
womnn {Catherlne Dencuve) who
goes crazy one weekend in her sis.
ter's apartment.

M HENRY FORD CENTENNIAL LY
BRARY

16301 Michlgan Ave., Dearborn,
Call 943-2037 for information.
Frec)

“At War With the Army” (USA
—1950), 7 p.m. Aug. 17. In thuir
firat stareing feature together, Dean
Mortin snd Jerry Lewis join the

service, Freaher and funnier than
most of their Inter romps.

H JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER
15110 W. Ten Mile, Oak Park. Call
967-4030. (Free)

“Mamele” (USA —~ 1938}, 10 a.m.
Aug. 18. In a film whoso titlo tran-
alates to *The Litle Mother," a
young girl In a family of seven
promises her dying mother that ahe
will ook ofter the family. Molly Pi-
con, the queen of Yiddish, was 40 at
the time yet still taken on the role of
a 12-year-old girl. Au part of an am-
hitious serien of Yiddinh-language
musicalw, shown on video with sub.
titles,

IR MICHIGAN THEATRE

603 E. Liberty, Ann Arbor. Call
668- 8397 far Information. ($5; $4
students and senior citizens)

“Casablanca” (USA — 1942),
through Aug. 20 (call for show
timea). The 50sh annlversary edi-
tion of the classic love story. Hum-
phrey Bogart and Ingrid Bergman
never looked better as l1sa and
Rick, Jovers with a past in Paris, in
this newly struck print.

*Pepl, Luci, Bom" (Spain —
1980), through Aug. 20 (cali for
show timea), Almodovar's first film,
originally shot In 16mm, involves
three women who et out to avenge

the sexunl asssult of Pepi. A whole
land of outlandish charactera pop
up along the way.

“Broadway Bill" (USA - 1934),
Aug. 21-28 {call for show times),
The 1934 Frank Capra/Robert Ris.
kin camredy han been unaven any-
where since 1949, rereleased here in
s brand new print. Wamer Baxter
plays a sporting gent who leoves hin
comfortable life to eace horues.

B REDFORD THEATRE

17360 Lohner, Detroit. Coll 537-

2560 for infermation. ($2.50)
“’The Black Swan" (USA —

1942), 8 p.m. Aug. 21-22 (ergan

overture begina at T:30 pan.).
Tyrone Power swashbucklea his
way through thin cplc actloner as
Redbeard, a famoun pirate of the
Spanlsh Maln. Maureen O'Hara
and George Sanclers alao star.

I STATE WAYNE THEATER
35310 Michlgan Avenue, Wayne.
All films play nightly Wednesday
through Sunday. Call 326.4600 for
show times. ($2; $1 studentn and
senlor cltizens)

*Jesae Jomes” (USA — 1939).
Tyrunc Power anil Hlenry Fonda
oy outlaw brothers in this actlon.
er.
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