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Vermont
gets vibrant
in summer

By SaLLY Jon!
NEW YOUK TIME: qsrwlcuh

Summer is the reason most Ver-
montess put up with the winters,
For three months, sfter the roln
ends and before the frost turns the
leaven, the world becomes a vibrant,
Jush green and the resldents,
aroused from  their hibernation,
venture forth, remembering once
again why they live heee,

The town of Mitillebury on the
western side of the atate is an ideal
Jjumping-off point for foraya into the
Green Mountains, because nothing
ia far away. Lake Champlain, 20 to
25 minutes ta the west, ofTers sawim.
wming. bonting and fishing. The
mountalns, with hiking tralls,
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Picturesque pedaling: Long, flut stretches of land surrounding picturesque Lake Champlain, near Middlebury, make

the area a cyclist’s paradisc.

weather tuznk hot {by Jocal stand.
ards hot is anything nbove 90 de.
grees) and humid. When that hap-
pene relief is — literally — in aight:
the Green Mountains, eeliably 10
degrees cooler than the Chemplain
Valley floor, are » 20-minute drive
cast and up.

And should it rein, Burlingten,
with it nreay of cultura) and culi-
nary offerings, is an hour to the
north.

Events

Maozart under the lighta at Lin-
coln Center is an enchantlng muxi.
col experience. Mozart under the
atars at Shelburne Farme near

holes and n, are
a short drive Lo the eaat.

A college town of 8,000 pcolrlc.
. y I for mote
tan then its slze or setting would
suggest, with a varicty of restau-
rants and fons that are often In.
cluded on the recommended lists of
natlonal guidebooks.

From mid-June through August
the streets and atores sound like a
rura) United Nations, with people
chatting in languages from French
to Arabic to Chineae, all of them
students at Middlebury College's
Summer Langunge Schooln, where
English Ia the only forbidden
tongue.

Summer days begin with a rosy
sunrise over the Green Mountaina
and end with o spectacular display
of pink, purple and orange as lhe

i

i else again.
‘The Farms in the grand, turn-of.
the-century, lskefront summer
home built by Dr. William Seward
Webb and Lila Vanderbilt Webtb,

For three weeks each year the
musicians of the Vermont Mozart
Festival play on the South Porch to
the people seated on the grounds
nround the Shelburne House. Al
though other festlval venues in-
clude downtown Burlington and the
Lake Champlain ferry, this is a
perennlal favorite,

The Vermont Equestrion Sum-
mer Showcase, which began with
two weekn in Killington, endn with
two weeka nt the Trapp Family
Lodge in Stowe Aug. 12 to 23, Spec-
tator fees are $5 (37 on Sundays)
and $2 for children under 12 and
seniorn (83 on Sundu)l) Call {802)
496.74G9 for d

sun d ds over the Ad
of New York state to the weat,
For three weeks [n July the

Treasures

By EVERETT POTTER
SPECIAL WRITER

A visit to Swe.
denis not com-
plete without a
stop [n the arca
known as the
“Kingdom of
Crystal.”

Situated in the
sautheastern
pruvince of
Smalani, a rural area with deep
blue lakes and thick pine furests,
the kingdom in home to 16 major
Rlassworks.

Among them are Kosta Boda and
Orrefors, names that have become
aynonymoun with the acclaimed
teadition of Swedish craflamanship
and design.

Vinitors flock to the area te see
y,l-nblowcn a1 their crafl and o
take of in

Shcpﬁing
Around

One of the more unusual summer
teeata Mlddlebury hos to offer In the

two notedd generals — Anders Koa-
kull and George Bogislaus Stael
von Holstein — at the requeat of
King Fredrik |, who wan intent on
building o crystal teade for the
cauntry.

‘The Koata factory unqulml lhc
nearby Boda and Afors gl

Overview : The view /rom a rocky ledge of thc Green
Mountain National Forest overlooks Branbury State
Park and Lake Dummore, both in the town of Salisbury,
Vt., just south of Middlebury.

mun team can make between 800
ond 900 wineglaases per day.

Unlike most factoties, which keep
vinltors at bay, Kosta leta gueata up
c]mw to watch and talk to the work.

’l‘h eshopisa ln rge, well-lighted
with th

more than 40 years ago, forming

" Kosta Bodo. [n 1990 Kosta Boda

morged with Ozrefors, But each firm
retajnn itx own designeres and pro-
duction facilities.

Now 500,000 visitors wandee
through the Kosta glassworks every
yeor,

“It’s rare that a piece of glaas [»
hiroken, and you'll never see s ‘don’t
wasch’ aign here,” anys Diana Han.
sen, n Konta spokeaperson.

"Ahout 15 percent ol a team's
production is secondn,” ahe says,
aelding, “firsts woulil be enormously

ive If we couldn't sell sec-

With few exceptionn, the local
Swedish factoriea offer large nelec:
tions of scconds that are fac lesa ex-
penaive than Niet-choice pieces.

onds.”
Ench year the company intro-
tlumn twa new collections. They
inue athers and offer favar-

In many cascs it takes an expert’s
cye to distingulsh the smoll Nlawa
that mark a picce an & sccond.

But It doesn't take an expert Lo
hecome exclted about the pricen.
They are about 50 peecent lesa than
fiest-quality plecea sold in Stock-
holm and 70 percent less than those
sold in the Unlted Staten,

All the factorlen welcame visitors,
This yeat Kosta, the oldeat glasa.
wmk-. Is celebrating ts 250th anni-

Kmu was founded in 1742 by

iten for as tong an they scll,

Amid deafenlng noine anil con+
stant heat, workers maintaln a
rhythmic pace — blawing, tuming
and ahaping pieces of glass. A six-

ds of pleces
of flassware for asle. About 95 per-
cent of the piecen are seconde; the
rest are dincontinued firsts.

They include art-glass piecea that
are rigned end can be bought fora
good discount, But finding such
pleces takes luck.

The ahop carries all the classic
Kosta pieces, including the Pippl
line of glossware, a favorite for 60
years. These narrow, heavy items
include rherry glassea for about
$16, pilsner glaases for about $27
and champagne glarses for about
$18,

A perennial Kosta {avorite 1a the
Snowball, a thick, hollowed-out
pilece used an e candleholder. It's
about $8.50.

Among the newent art-glass de-
signs is the Pandora serfen. It (ea-
tures clear-glass with a satin finlah.
A Pandora candlestick is about $75.
Whimslcal pltchera are about $94,

“The Texas series of glasa cactl

W‘It's rare that a plece of glass Is broken, and
you'll never see a ‘don’'t touch’ sign here.’

Diana Hansen
Kosta spokesperson

crystallize at Swedish glassworks

designed by Gunnel Sahlin are very
popular, says Hanscn,

“Only later did we find out that
these cacti are natives of Arizona,”
she says. The pieces ate priced at
abiout $66.

Sweden's best-aelling glnss, Kos-
tals Chateau wineglass, has delicate
beveled facets on the bowl and custa
about $12.

All these prices include Sweden’s
whopping 25 percent value.added
tax (VAT). About 15 percent of that
tax in retusned when the buyer
leaven the country — under Swe-
den's Tax Free for Tourista plon.

The price of shipping glassware
— especially heavy pleces such as
vasea — to the United States can be
as much as the amount of value.
added tax that is cefunded.

Even so, sawvy shoppers often fig-
ure it's worthwhile to buy and ship
from Sweden.

“‘The ultlmate glass experience ine
“Hyttail" evening. In this tradition.
at fest, participanta have dinner in
be factory - Baltic herring which
are cooked in the glass furnaces.

Dinner ia followed by local folk
entertainment. Of course, theee ln
time for shopping. Getting to Kosta
Involves an overnight trip from
Stockholm. There are good accom-
modations in the nearby cities of
Vaxjo or Kalmar.

For information contact Kosta
Boda, Kosta 8.360 52, Sweden or
call 011-46-478-503-00, Or contact
the Swedish Tourist Board, 655
Third Ave., New York, N.Y. 10017;

leph (212} 949-2333.

Bread Loaf Writers' Conference,
where cach night from Aug. 11 to 23
well-known authors give readings.
Authors range from Jay Parini and
Ren Powers to Hilma Wolitzer and
Linda Pastan.

‘The readings at 8:15 in the Little
Theater at the Bread lwaf college
campus above Ripton are free. For
informntion ¢all {B02) 388.3711, ext.

Qutings

When Joseph Battell, the wealthy
but cccentric Middlebury resident
who built the Bread Loaf Ian
around the turn of the centory, was
alive he banned oll automobiles
from the road Jeading te his moun-
tain reteeat. 1f that seems extreme
in these times it is still on idea thet
has merit. Hiking and cycling are
better choi

The  duy-hiking  posaibilities
aroundd  the  Middlehury  region
range frum u casual, if slightly
uphill. stroll to 0 rupged, ruck-
climbing experience, best left to the
initinted,

‘T'wo valuable soutces of informa.
tion are the "Day Hiker's Guide to
Vermont,” which covers hikes off
the Long Teil, and the “Guide
Book of the Long Trail.” Both arc
published by the Green Mountain
Club and both are solit tn the Ver-
mant Book Shop in Middlebury for
$9.95 plus tux,

One relatively easy half-day hike
begina at the top of the Appalachi-
an Gop where state Route 17
crosses the Long Trail, which
birects the state from north to

’
south, fullowing the ridges of the
Green Muuntains, Park in vne of
the pull-offs at the top nnd folluiv
the Long Trail aigns, headed south,

The trail climbs steeply for  smife
or ro, then levels off in a clearing.
Follow the path through the bushes
and out ontu a aericlike cliff.

Although Vermmont is correctly
thuught of as muountsinous, there
are long flat stretches throughout
the Champlain Valley that make it
n cyclist's paradise.

Biking hns become a wildly popu.
lar sport here over the past two dec-
ades, in large purt because of the ef.
forts of John Freidin, the founder of
Vermont Bicycle Touring. Freidin,
whu no longer owns the bunincs,
han encapsulated his knowledge
inte the helpful “25 Bicycle Tours
in Vermont," also for sale nt the
Vermunt Book Shop and well worth
the $8.95 it custa,

For those more comfortable with
sume outside guidance, Bruce Bur-
gess, the uwner of Bicycle Hulidays
in Middlebury (802-388-2453), will
provide either a highlighted mep or
a custom-designed tour for 6w many
days as you wish. Burgess rents
mountain bikes for $29 the first day
and §20 a day after that.

Helmeta cost an additional $3 a
day and reservations arc recum-
mended.

Vermont Bicycle Touring (502-
453.4811) in nearby Bristol offers
two-lay weekend tours in uddition
to the longer varicty. Rescrvations
are usually necessary.

For drivers there is  very scenic
loop that takes you ovet the moun-
tains and back again, with opportu.
nitles for antiquing, shopping and
dining along the way.

Head north out of Middlchury on
Route 7, turn right onto Route 17 at
New Haven Junction and follow the
toad through Bristol, Coming out of
town, take the second right and fol-
luw the road to the top of the Ap-
palachian Gap, making certain to
pull over and turn around at the

top.

Wind down the mountain past
Mad River Glen and Sugarbush ta
Route 100, go right on Reute 100 to
Hancock, stopping for lunch und
browsing at Warren Country Store.

In Hancock turm right on Route
125 and climb the mountain, tum-
ingin at the sign for a look at Texas
Falls. Then continuc over the
mountain, back to Raute 7. g

Shopping

Over the years Middichury has
evolved into a browser's paradise.
The best strategy is to park some-
where around the Green and wnlk,
Nothing is very far.

Along Main Street the \'emmm
Book Shup (802.388.2061), in rusi-
dence at the aame location fur yeabs,
s declared by even urban bu
bliophilea to be a treasure.
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ROYAL CARIBBEAN
BREAKS THROUGH IN '92/'93.

rtt:n-l your guldnn
oppo ty to cruise with
Royal Caribbean at ve

special rutes on  selecte
ships and salling dates]
Enjoy breakthough savings
on the cruise line that sails
the world over, to the
Babamas, Bermuda, thé
Caribbean, Alaska, Europ¢
and Mexico, from 3 to 12
nights. Hurry and make
your rescrvations today od
rates will increase or b¢
withdrawn without notice.
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Cruise Network

Luxury Cruises at atfordable prices .

. Garden City Livonla .
Farmington Hills — your Travel Planner  Business & Pleasure
Trans Globul Travel 522.7020 478-5525 -
851.2232 1-800-8730722 1-800-878-9832
Roches Southfield West Bloomfleld -
Gireat Qaks Tr.:u-l Boprson World Class Travel  ('ruise Network:
6521004 353-5811 8559750 -
1.800-883 4687 .

Prices per peraon based on double oocupancy cruise-only. Prices oA oy seavon.
ertain conditiouns apply. Low alf add-oa avallable upon




