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Family Day

Event defines community

ure, everyone's busy, This is late sun-
mer in the saburbs, after all.
If folks nre not about te leave on va.

cation, they must have recently re-
tuened from one. The kids have soceer practice,
mul the parents get to drive them. There're
rownls af golf to shoot, green lawns ta mani-
cure, back-to-sehoal stuff to buy . . . and, of
course, livings to be made.

But we're hoping that a goodly numbier of
Furmington-area people will find time e chieck
out Farmington's City Park, Shiawassee and
Power romls, this coming Saturday afternaon
and evening, There's a special event coming up.

1t’s Faenily Day in the Park and it’s part of o
year-long celebration of the 125th anniversary
of Farmington’s incorporation as o villuge.

Family Day is important to the many volan.
teers who have been working so hard these lnst
few months 1o mine this rich vein of history
that runs through the community we know as
Farmington.

Farmingion’s special. They're just not mak-
ing any more Farmingtons. It has this history,
this sense of community, which is missing in so
many of the subdivision commu that have
popped up around the elder core cities,

Family Day harkens back to a time when
Farmington was more a small town unta itself
than a suburh of Detroit, Life was lived ot a
slawer pace then, There were fewer cars and TV |

wasn't around to entertain,

People in places like Farmington entertained
themselves close to home, and that seems o be
the iden behind Family Day in the Park, sort of
an old-time town picnic,

‘The day will start with an old-timers busehall
game ot 1:30 p.m, Then comes something called
Mendow Mulfin Mania — complete with live
caw, If the cow plops on the square you've pur-
chased, you win big bucks!

From 3.5 p.m. there'll be free events for chil-
dren: games, crafts, a puppet show and o minia-
ture boat race on the brook that runs through
the park, Later, a bistoric dance demonstration,
a chicken barbecue and square dancing will be
held.

Muffin Mania and the bnrlwuuu need tickets
purchased in advance, but there's siill plenty of
fun to be had at the event. So, come Saturday
afiernoon, switch off that TV, grab the Kids and
hend for City Park. You might get a taste of
what Farmington used to be like years ago.

Family Day in the Park highlights several
projm.l» staged this year to celebrate h\rminw
ton's 125th anniversary. Villagehood came in
May 1867, in case anyone asks.

‘The next — and probahly last — event will
be u tour of historic homes Sept. 19-20, 1t'll
close out the Summer of Farmington in 1992,

P Aren't we lucky to ave so many fine people to

tead the celebration for us?

Appointment recognizes trend

ov. John Engler has done the right thing
G Iy appointing the tirst black judge to the
Oukland Caunty Circuit bench.

The historie appointment of Denise Lang-
ford-Morris is testimony to the growing numher
ut minority residents in Oakland Co n\ml\

4-Morris, 1 West Bl liedd resident,
tuok office Aug. 3. Sheis the third blaek judge
appointed by Engler to courts throughuut
higan in the lust few months,
Langford-Morris {ills the unespired tenn off

Alice Gilbert whu resigned from the circuit
hench after 16 years to run for Congress.,

Gilbert has made a little history of her own.
She was 1he first woman judge on the Oakland
court — back in 1976, She paved the way for
Hilda Gage, JJessica Conper and Debarah Tyner,
and now for Langlord-Marris — four women on
the 16 memhier court.

Welemne, Langford-Narris, Justice in Oak-
land County shatld be hetter for having you on
bonrd,

ubueban isolation, It's o ¢

epl western

s Wayae anel Gakland Coun sidents
have honed 1o neur perfection in th

years since “race riot” and “white light” b
came part of our lexicon.

In tact, people vut here wear it Like a badpe of
honar, The inare distance hetween subnelinn
lile and anything remately connected to Detroit
the better. We don't need them and they don't
wistit s, the arguinent goes,

Sarry, hut we do. The proof is in the numbers.

A new stady shows adistinet eorrelation be.
tween the cconomic health ol cities anel their
snhurbs,

Researchers at the University of Louisville
looked at per capiti income hetween 15 and

ealthy core city

in 5% major metropolitun nreas across the
They found that strung or revitalized core
cities spun off suburban wealth in geeater pro-
portion than decaying central cities,

Metro Detroit income slippued {from sixth to
11t during the cight years, with lutare projec.
tivnx putting Detroit in 15th place.

T put it bluntly: Birminghum aad Livonin
residents aren’t muking us much as their coun-
terparts in suburban Baltimore and Milwaukee,

Restaring Detrait’s economic health is nre-
gionnl concern. While suburban residents mny
e hurd put to foece changes in Detroit’s potitis
cul Jemleeship, a listle mare intey in what
Bappens in the city isn't too much to ask for,

“.” COMMUNITY VOICE

QUESTION:

What do you
romember
about your
tirst car?

We asked tius

RICE AT

Helping out:
hurt by div

sful subrbs can only be helped by a thriving core eity, und only
and ravism, For an explunation of what the subrbs and

Detroit can rln for one another, sce today's editorial on the lower left portion of

this puge.

LETTERS

Views on abortion

hilip Power's camments are always perti-

nent and perceptive, but in his discus-

sion of sorting out the individual treea
{rom the overall pattern of the forest (Aug. 13),
he missed the tree,

1 really doubt that 1 was the only vater who
voted for Joe Knollenberg in spite of (rather
than because of) his position on abortion, There
are other important issues.

After considering what each of the candidates

hml to say in tho voter guides, the fact that Bill -

Nenl

nancial health and well-being of herself, imme
diate family members and often the fetus.

® Not one of us has the right to make orin-
fluence that decision for someone else,

® The only part of this iasue we have any
right to decide is if and/or when public monies
should pay for them, (And only because unfor-
tunately some women seem to consider ubortion
a form of birth control).

® Roc vs Wade should be allowed to stand.

® The day men can Lear babies is the day
they should be allowed an opinion or control.

Bea Scaglione, Farmington Hills

field gave K his
and the mud-alinging the others lin
turned me off Lo both of them, Knollenberg was
the abvious cholce,

One can only hope that should the abortion
iastie come to 0 vote pgain, our congressman
would vote the desire of his electorate.

My views on the abortion issue are:

® The decision to abort is usually arrived at
after mm.'h ngonl:ing by lhc prep.nnnl wuman
after they | and fi-

Qpinlons are to be shared: We welcome your
ideas, as do your neighbors. That's why we offer
this space on a weekly basis for opinions in your
own words. We will help by editing for clanty. To
assure authenticity, we ask that you sign your
letter and provide a contact telephone number.

Letters should be mailed to: Editor, The Farm-
ington Observer, 21898 Farmington Road, Farm-
ington 48336,

State needs politicos’ wisdom

ARQUETTE COUNTY, MICH. — Up
M here, it's eany to feel mighty far away
from things,

I'he wind does sing in the pines and the trout
rises o the fly. The moon comes up, yet again,
full and brilliant over the still Juke. And the
loon calls still foat, haunting and shrill, on the
quiet Lreeze,

Mir.hi;.nn my Michigan. We so often get tan.
gled up in the doy to doy ug;,m\.ullun of living i
Michigan — especially “downstate’
Yoopers say here — that we forget
traordinarily fortunate we are to live §
Pleasant Peninaula,

Consider,

Last week, the University of Michigan's Cen-
ter for the Study of Youth Policy released a
study showing that Detrvit ranked number one
and Flint number four for cities over L0 in
the natian for the highest percentage of children
growing up in poverty.

What a terrible place Michigan is, one wants
10 say.

‘T'rie. But consider the same notional rank-
ings for lowest percentage of children growing
uprin poverty, in ranked 11th. Stel
Heights ecame in eighth, while Ann Acbor was

What u fine state we live in, one wants 1o say.
Or take economics.

It now seems clt.nr lh- North American Free
todo
lusiness in the U.S.. Canada and Mexico with-

@he Farmington Abserver

Tom BAER £0
STEVE BARNADY AMANAGING EDITOR

Juorti DONER BERNE ASSISTANT MANAGING EDITOR

iTOR, 477-5450
DICK ISHAM  GENERAL MANAGER
MARK LEWIS DIHECIOR OF ADVERTISING

FRED WRIGHT DIRECTOR OF CIRCULATION

P

Phllp Power CHAIRMAN OF THE DOARD

— -

Richard Aglinlan presoent

question at the

Elias By Boy ‘ltwasaPontiac | “Inada 1987 ‘A Pontiac Gran ‘A 1933 Chevrolet 16th.

rostaurant on Gran Prix and | Plymouth Tu. Prix, an ‘82, and | | four-door sedon, |

Farmington drove it 10 years. | nsmo. | iked ev. loved the way it lovedt it. Why? It

Road north of twasa good, erything aboutit.” | handiea. was my fitst car.’

Eught M. sy cj?a'ﬁa Laltar | DeWayne Finklen Wandy Einer °°“’;:l§ Trude Ag
Livboma Deteot | peasvom Heights -

out customs duties on thousands of items and
without musses of paperwork, will be completed
by the tele negotinters, Congress will huve (o
pass the final agreement before it goues into el
fect, which will Jikely take at least s year.

In the meantime, the Free ‘Prade Agreement
is cither the greatest disuster to hit Michignn
since Coleman Young or the best thing since
he speckled teaut,

“We sce it as a presceiption for massive joby
lokses in nuto and suto porty,” says the UAW's
Alan Reuther, “The United States s the only
country left without any auto policy (o keep noy
nto employment.” He'll get n lot of agreement
arountl the vicinity of the Willow Run plant.

e the fuee of o nowerlul econnmic comnelitor

it the Bueopean Commoen Market, an American
free trade zone conld increase compretition naul
new market ceonomies and bring as many s
175,000 new jobs for 1.8, exports, nccording to
the tastitute for International Economics, o
Washington think tank advoeating the pact.

So what do | make of all this fram the peace
and beauty of the ULIY, where the vir is clear
and the water clean?

Just this, Michigan, like most pluces, only
more su, has o remarkable mixture of the happy
amd the mad, of assets and deficits, Within onr
houndarivs we gu frum the poverty of Detruit o
tie affluence of Livonin, frons the fear of the
ante indvstry to the opportunity of the en-
treprencur anid the visionary.

The trick ix ta make the most of the best
while trying to fix the worst.

Anul what irks me is that, in the face of Mich.
igon's mix of erisis and opportunity, our pliti-
tendership seems so inwardly turned md s
fixated un gaining norrow partisan advantage,

Both Demecratic amd Republivien state con.
ventiona take place this weekend. 1t wonld e
nice to hear from hoth of them some sense of
vigion, some program describing how to take ad. -
vantage of our assets amd how to overcotne vur
deficity, something higher than narrow pastur-
ing.

Maylie it's junt the clear air up here. But Lo
wish somebody would cut through the tog.

Phitip Power is choairman of the company that
otens this newsiaper




