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According to a

their cggs in other bird’s nest's and

Feeding stations: hubs of activity

government  aur-
vey 84 million
people feed binds.
1f you have a feed-
er you can under-
atand why no
many people feed
Dbirds.

They are color-
ful, they are

TIMOTHY around all year,
NOWICK! they are actlve,

they change color,
they bring their
young to the feeders. They provide

i) for those in

let the hoat species care for the
young. A cardinal s only one of
mote thon 150 specien that have
been parasatized by a cowbird.
Femaolo cowbirds watch the activ-
ites of hoat specien llke finches and
wathlers very carefully, Then In the
early mnrning when the host spe-
cles in gone, she enters the nest and
Inya her egg. A singlo fcmale
cowbird moy lay 10-12 egge, some
reports say it may be as high as 40,
Many host species o not recog:
nize thot It is in the neat. A handful
of species like the yellow warbler
jze a cowbird egg and will

the spring, and they provide excite.
ment when a never-before-aeen hird
appeatn,

There are always things going on
at a feedding station. Tn spring the
adults take seed from the feeders
and feed their mates as part of
courtship. In fall they take the
seeds and feed theie young. But
sometimen the young they feed mny
look different thon theis own,

My wife called me ta the feeders
the other day bLecause whe sow
something strange. A cardinal was
freding o non-deseript grayish bird
that wes definitely not n youny car-
dinn), It twened out ta be a young
brown-headed cowbird,

Brown.headed  cowbirds  nare
known nx kociel parasites. They lay

then build another nest of the origi-
nal neat in order to avold incubat-
ing the cowbird egg. But most spe-
cles do not have that capability.
Young cowbirds hatch out earlier
than most young of their hoat, This
mokes the cowbird bigger and more
aggrensive in begging for food aml
ultimately reaults in the death of
the hoat species young. The cardi-
nnl we saw feeding the cowbird ac-
cepted it as one of their own,
Watching bird feeders can lead to
muany interesting abaervations te-
garding our feathered fricnds.

Tim Nowicki is a naturalist at In.
depeadence Oahs County Park in
Qaktand County. He lives in Livn-
nia.

TIMoTIY Nowickl

Meal time: A cardinal feeds a young brown-headed
cowbird. Cowbirds lay their eggs in other birds’ nests,
leaving them in their care.

Porch light campaign aims
for fewer homeless animals

The Michigan Humane Society
has declared Saturday “Hnme)
Animals’ Day."

patch lights between 9 and 10 p.m.
1o draw to the fact that 17
.million cats and dogs are cuthan-
ized annually in the United States.

To prevent anlmals from dying,
the MHS suggeata that a)l pet awn.
ern have thele animal spayed or
neuteredk,

The MHS, In conjunction with
the Internotlonal Society for Anl.
mal Rights, has asked that animal
righta auppotters tumn on their
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