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POINTS OF VIEW

GOP gives state bigger play at convention

ouston -— You asked me, or I

might not have written this

picce. A member of n Rotary
Club audience wanted to know how n
Republican National Convention dif-
fers from a Democtatic conclave. A
state Senate GOP staff member asked
the same question.

® Michigani

® Gov. Engler is being given far
mare serious attention by the national
teadership and the national media and
more applause fram his delegation
thon Democratic Gov. James Blane-
hard ever got in 1984 and 1984, That
struck me a8 extremely odd hecause
Blanchard had had more prominence
asa working on the

are more p
at the Astrodome podium — Gov. John
Engter, Max Fisher, Detroit Council-
man Keith Butler, outgoing Rep. Guy
Vanderdagt, Mary Fisher, young Mi-
chael Flory of Benton Township, Frank
Stella, ex-President Gerald Ford, Dem-
ocrats hud no one from Michigan on
the podium. Photographer Doug Ash-
ley, at his eighth series of conventions,
is working far harder in Houston than
in New York.
e The top of the Republican cig]!f,c!
ne

Chrysler bailout and more exposure to
the New York Times and Washington
Past than Engler had had as a state
legislator,

Already Engler is being gossiped
ahout as national ticket material in a
way that Blanchnrd never was consid-
ercd. And yet Blanchard had better pa-
per credentinls and, in my view, more
accomplishments than either Massa-
chusetts Gov. Michace! Dukakis or Ar-
katgas Gov, Bill Clintan, the last two
D s e f

5 ng Michigan id
Clinton-Gore ticket didn't put Michi-
gan on its initial bus tour. President
Bush will be in Canton Township
Tuesdoy alternooen; Vice President
Quayle will be at the GOP state con-
vention Friday evening in Grand Rap-
itls.

® Michigan Republicans are hear-
ing a higher level of speakers (n their
caucus than Michigan Democrats had
in theirs. The GOP has heard Quayle,
trade ncgotiator Carla Hills, chairman
Michae) Boskin of the President’s
Council of Economic Advisors, and

House whip Newt Gingrich. Democrats
heard Sen. Jay Rockefeller of West Vir-
ginia and a Nebraska congressman
married to a Michigan woman; the
name escapes me.

@ Republicans are much more tired.
They have more organized functions
that run later. Their roll call Wednes-
day ran into the wee hours. They have
a 40-minute bus ride from their airport
hiotel at the extreme north end of town
to the Astrodeme at the south end, the
equivalent of commuting from Brigh-
ton or Howell to Detroit on 1-96, (Tex-
as roads, however, are in much better
shape because of Michigan’s pathologi-

cal aversion to raising the fuet tax.)
Democrats hod a 20-minute ride to the
Garden but through heavy traffic,

® Republicans have no place to
walk. Democrats had New York City;
many were smart enough to take in the
live theater.

@ Democrats had the joy of seeing
their condidate open up a 17-point lead
in the polls after their convention; it
later topped 30 points. Thursday
morning Spencer Abraham, the former
GOP state chair rising to national par-
ty prominence, said the gap has nar-
rowced Lo single digits because “This
convention has done its job.”

® Democrats treat their delegates
dreadfully, packing them in like sar-
dines both in caucus and on the con-
vention fleor. Any corporation treating
its factory workers like that would be
hounded instantly by OSHA inapec-
tors. GOP accommodations are more
spacious, their delegates more accessi-
ble to each other and to reporters.

1 respect both patties. They are nine-
tenths volunteers who will never get o
penny of patrenage, They intend to be
civicimp just like the Garden

Club and Lions, Among big-time co-
lumniats, mine is distinctly a minority
view.

My dad taught me that. “If you're
not a Republican or a Democrat, you're
nothing,” he said.

Despite the apparent glamor, nation-
al conventions are nowhere near as
much fun as state conventions.

State canclaves laat only a day and a
holf. Results aren’t a foregone conclu-
sion weeks in advance. They actually
mnke decisions, nominating candi-
dates for the Michigan Supreme Court,
atate Board of Education and universi-
ty board.

You don't need to beg for credentinls
to attend next weekend’s GOP conven-
tion at the Amway Grand in Grand
Rapids or the Democratic gathering in
the Cobo in Detroit.

Pay attention. You may see a teal
floor fight or two like the Hollywool
movies. Your friends and neighbors
who are delegates may actually make o
difference,

Tim Richard reports regutorly on the
local implications of state and regionol
cvents.

LETTERS

Pseudo-expert wrong

ar same time now, [ have been watching

the advice column of Myraa Partrich,

and have held my tongue, However, one
of her most fecent articles cancerning vitamin
supplementation for a person partaking in
heavy training for marathons and triathalons,
was the finnl straw, The short, three column
answer was so fraught with misinformation nnd

Council on Physical Fitness & Sparts, Mr. John
Butterfivld, the executive director of the Presi.
dent’s Council on Physical Fitness & Sports,
wha is a friend of mine, I'm sure would be em-
barrassed by her comments.

For example, she states that endurance sports
may cause a necd for more sodium, potassium,
iron and zine. This is not true and any possibil-
ity of potassium loss could be easily remedicd
by orange juice. In the very next statement she

anced plan, and this dietary direction went out
the window 15 years ago.

Next, she says that high activity puts you at
risk for vitamin B-12 deficiency. There is abso-
lutely no evidence to auggeat that this isevenn
posaibility. Then, she says, “You might need a
few vitamin and mineral supplements, it is not
o big deal.” Once again, Ms, Partrich is igno-
rant of some of the real harm that can bo done

vy in babies born from mothers taking high vi-
tamin C.

As medical director of the Meadowbroak
Health Enhancement Institute at Oakland Uni.
versity, [ find the lack of quality control by the
media {radio, TV, newspapers) in health mat-
ters such as this to be a continuing disturbance,
Newspaper columns and the talk show circuit
produce more misinformation than truth. The

innccuracics that Ms, Partrich should be em-
Larrassed to put her name behind sueli mnis

advocates a well balanced meal plan, including
meat, eggs and dairy products, Thus, she re-

by cexcessive vitamin intake. For
vitamin C has been shown to cause anemia, re-

major cause for this problem is all of the pseu.
1, i 1i

te, high

on a small knowledge

T
base and having no credentials,

formution wluen she rey: the President’s Ix high fat foods as part of a well bal- duction in immunc response and rebound scur- Dr. Joseph Arends, Troy
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Some carpet cleaners see high traffic or

extra-dirty areas and immediately charge you

mare. Sears calls it “Deluxe Double Clean.”
Steve Hagopian & Co. calls it their "Premier
Plus" process. Hudson's calls it a “deluxe
2-step method.” All three charge at least $9

extra per room. But when you call The Original

Hagopian®, you anly pay one low price.

We don't make judgements on how dirty is dirty.

. We just make sure clean is clean.
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