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BY NEAY, ZINSER
BIECIAL WRITER

After n scason fn which his
tenm hovered nesr the bottom of
the Western Lakes Activities As.
sociation standings, Farmington
girls  basketbnll coach Brian
Swinvhart Is hoping big things
come in small ;)acknges.

Coming off a 5-17 season in his
muku. year with the Folcons,

Improved Falcons
shoot for success

guned Nicole Bingamen, who aver-
oged five polnts and started in
half the games.

“Nicole has improved her out-
sile shooting,” Swinchort sald.
“She'n 0 tough and physical play-
er, and she really getn on it on de-
fense.”

Sophomore Andren Salyer, the
tallest player ot G-feet 11, will
have a big impact on Farmington’s

h predicts imyp
but will have 10 rely on an eight-
player roster,
*I have eight kids who work
hurd and do things the way you
want them to be done, Instead of

ve output thin acason.
“She'it be running the point for
us and also be playing the wing,”
Swinchart said. "She hondles the
Dball well, and her Am-ng!h Is tak-
lng lhe ball te the hote.”
b thinks

1

hoving ta deal with les and
Xids whe don't want to put forth
the effort,” Swinchart soid.

The reason for the smatl num-
ber of plagers is due to.commits
ment and n desiee to play,
Swinehart xaid. During the nﬂ'

guord Bridgette Fleet, a transfer
from Northville, will improve this
year's squad, Fleet will mlss the
fimt three gomes with a stress
fracture in her foot,

Rounding out the roster are a

xesran, many players imp
their games by attending camps
and playing in summer leagues,
"The younger players were will-
ing to pul forth the effort and
sune of the older ones weren't,” he
Auis. “We have no juniors and
only (wo seniors. Maybe some of
the older players saw the effort
oml the improvement of the
younger pluyers and saw the writ.
ingun the wall,

“Tm nat disappointed with
cight ployers, though. I'm lwking
forwuzd to this seasun and I think
we definitely should imprave on
our five wins from last sesson.”

Three statters and one pard.
time starter have  graduated.
Guards  Danjelle  Salyer and
Amani Platter and centers Becky
Washnock and  Rebekah  King
have left avoid for the Falcons.

But center Tummy Allen 1e-
turns for her senior year after
leding the team in scoring (I8
pointst and rebounds (10} per
Rome,

"1 want Tammy 1o continue her
steong rebounding and moybe pick
up her scoring avernge to 20 a
game,” Swinehart auid,

The other retusning senior is

pair of ani

Sophomore Jennic New and freah-
man Stephanie Titnocko will add
depth at the guonls, while sopho-
more Stefunie Rentie and fresh.
man Kim Washnock will spelt the
st players.

With the »hort bench,
Swinehart won't turn conservative
and g to a slow-paced game,

“We have gitls that can get up
and down the court, and we will
tun when we can,” Swinchart said.
“kt will be important that we stay
out of fou] trouble. But in the past
1've usually played only about sev-
en plnyers.”

Swinchart remains  optimistic
about this svssen, pertially be.
cause of the post performances of
Allen and S 3

““Tummy is one of the top play-
ers in the league, and Andren is
not far from being one of the top,"
Sum\.lmn waid,
is year we took the plunge
down to cight players, but the kids
we hove are serious, willing to
waork hazt and get it done en de-
fenne. 1 hupe we will be competi-
tive in al) our games, but 1 think
we Le better than last year.™

Farmington's fiest test comes
Turerday in the Troy Tournament,
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Marlins featuring youth movement

By STEVE KOWALSKL
BTAFF WRITER

When Liz Weber starta at point
guazl tonight for the Farmlngton
Hilla Mercy basketball team, she'll
Join sctect company.

Weber will become only the third
freshman to atart the scason openes
in Larry Baker's 17 ycars as coach,

The starting role not only reflects
Weber's talent, It also ahows Mer.
oy's south.

The Marlina last fall reached the
Clasn A state final before Josing lo
Detroit Martln Luther King. Gead-
uated from the 18-12 team are
Laure DeMattio, Kothleen Berrigan
and Mary Bieniewlcz, who account-
ed for about 70 percent of Mercy'a
scoring,

Mercy plays s rugged schedule,
starting with tonight’a 7:30 home
game agalnst Walled Lako Central.

“The ficst thing thlt]umm nnt at
you sbout us s our hh

lean certainty about our roles.”

Mercy's team rescmblen the one
put on the floor two years ago by
Plymouth Canton, now a state title
contender,

Mercy bas five eetuming seniors
who lettered in ‘Bl, but Baker
wouldn't be surprised to sec Weber
anit 6-foot sophomore center dulie
Angell lead the Marlina in scoring.

againat Blrmingham Marian and 16
sgalnat Saginaw later In the tourna-
ment. All that came after belng pro-
moted from the Juniar varsity.

“Bringing up Julie Angell and in-
serting her in the Jineup proved to
be o catalyst for our tourney run,”
Baker said.

A trio of senlors who lettered on
Iast year's tcam fs expected to bol-

the most vatusble player on lnst
year's JV,

“I'm louking for fomeune to do
the job ot both endw,” Baker said,
“Valire ix the most experienced
with the best skills, hut she's been
inconsistent during practice. Zen-
dre has come on defensively, and
the other giel with her hat in the
ring Is Nadine,”

‘The 6-1 Weber led F
St. Fahlan last year to the Catholle
Youth Organization champlonship
n‘rjrl already | the Marling’ best

ster the frontline. Katie H

» 5.8 nenior farward, averaged about

five polnta per game and will atart

for a third steaight year. Baker sald
1T has been one of the mast

point shooter, ding to
Baker.

Mercy also hus a capnablo point
guard backup, Junior Maggie Clin
ton, who filled in nicely for Berrigan
during parts of the Class A semifi-
nol win over Saginaw last year.

“If Liz wasn't speclal, she
wouldn’t be playing,” Baker sald.
"Hul she’s got to earn her spurs,

and the strength of our schedule,”

Haker said. *“The returning seniors
provitled the nucleun to lnst year's
team. This year we're working hard
to find our own ldentity and there's

she can 1 our

le|;n|:y of great point guards.™
Angell, meanwhlle, grabbed a
combinut 29 rebounds in last year's
district gomes nnd scored 18 points

ateady Mercy scorers Ln prescason.

Dans Wade, a 5-10 senior post
player, and Marshello Brooks, a 5-8
senior post ployer, also retumn after
grabibing 85 rebounds aplece a year
Bgo.

Rebecea Callce, another senlor
poat player returnee, Is expected to
cantribute when she recovers from a
stress fracture suffered carlier this
manth.

Tho shooting guard is a three-way
battle between 5.4 scnlar Valire
Jones, 6-4 Junior Zendre Simmans
and 5.6 junior Nadine Clchonski,

A trio of — Piper
Metz  (forwand), Felicia  Broaks
{past) anl Glenda Lec (o guord and
tranafer from Southficld High) —
could alko chollenge for pluying
time, Baker anid.

‘The Muglins nare among tough-
compnny in the Cutholic Leagun's
Central  Division. Harmper Wouls |
Reginn i the defending champion .
ond returns most of itx players, Bie,..
mingham Morian has vne of the,
state's  best  players  (Stephor
Storen) and Livonio Ladywood is n
rising team. [

“Thin sure will provide big-time
growing pains for our young players,
but that's the hest thing for them,”
Bakus said.
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