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By A1LEEN WINGILAD
HTary WrITER

aybo you've seen the ads
. — “Internationa) Ex.
change student organ.

izations searching for
Ammerlcan host familles.”

Officials from these groups seem
always ready to apread the word
obout their programs, hoplng to
spark Intesest among more area rea-
identa,

Unfortunately for the organiza.
tions as well as theis pasticipants,
American families aren't always en-
ger to host forcign exchange atu-
dents.

And, program coordinators add,
In many cases thla reluctance is
fucled by misconceptions, economic
uncertainty and slmply & gencral
tack of interest mmong Americans
when It comes to intercultuzal ex-
change.

“QOne of the main isates I just
getting the word out,” says Evelyn
Prince, a Weat Bloomfichd resident
and state coordinator for Nacel Cul-
tural Exchange.

Nacel, which is largely Involved
with summertime exchange pro.
grams, placed more than 300 forelgn
teenagers with Michigan families
this summer, including aeveral
within Oakland County,

:"When enough people hear about.
it, we usually get very warm offers
and o wanderful response,” says
Prince. “Yet perhaps thls year we've
gotten fewee sesponses. It may be
that people are holding back more
but it’s haxd to know for suze.”

Prince speculatea that many po.
tentlal host familles might be heal.
tating to cammit to the program
these days because they aren't sure
what will be expected of them once
the student ecrives,

Prince [s quick to point out, how-
ever, that there [a & terrific support
wystem withln Nacel's corps of rep-
resentatives,

Prince alao makes [t clear that
the Intent of foreign atudent ex-
change is to bring a teeh into the
American family experience.

“The most Important thing is to
help the student feel he Ia part of
the family,” she said. *“Treat him or

Foreign exchange hosts discover many rewards
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Forelgn exchange student: Maria Alvarez Puiz and host Mia Boger play backgammon at the Boger home in Farmington
Hills. Exchange students enjoy the simple pleasures, officials say.

her lke a brother or slster, a son or
daughter. Tt's the warmth of that
welcome that counts. If you treat
them llke a member of the famlly, it
wlll be n great success,”

Ordinary is best

Familiea that think they'll be ex.
pected to entertain the student with
costly vacatlons, aightseeing trips
and the like are worrying necdless-
ty, too, Prince says.

In fact, she saya, the “experience
of the everyday” is what the stu.
dents seek. “And having a foreign
exchange student along makes ev-
eryday things more interesting. You

can take them to sce o softball
game, introduce them to peanut
butter, hot fudge sundaes, mi-
crowave popcorn. You can plan a
plcnic and volteybatl.

“There is plenty you can do with-
out spending a lot of money. These
kinds of moments can end up being
the most memorable.”

Language barriers aren’t a prob.
lem either, ahe says. Most student.

(IEF), another forelgn exchange
program, likes to emphasize the
benefits to a family which hosts a
foreign student.

Those whe open their homes and
their way of life have a great deal to
gukn, saya Silver.

“When it works the way it's sup-
posed to — and in most cas:

it
does = special relationshlips are co-
blished, It establish

heve had several years of English
language study.

“These kida have studled English
and want to use it. They expect to
use it,” says Prince,

Masha Silver, 8 Farmington Hills
resident and coordinator for the In-
ternatlonal Education Forum

Spanish student’s sojourn

is an enriching

BY CASEY HANS
STarF WHITER

A summee vinlt to Farmington
Hills has been an eye-opening expe-
rience for Marin Alvarex Ruiz.

The 16-year-old notive of Tudela,
Spain took her first alrplane ride to
get here, nold she loves the Ameri-
can shopping malls and finds this
cuuntry very different than hee own,

She In vinlting the Boger family of
Farmington Hills through the NA-
CEL Cultural Exchange program
wnd membees of her host family
said her English has improved
greatly since she arived in July.

“Here, the people are nice, but
different,” Mnria rald. Everything
about the United States has
surprisad her, she said, from the de-
tached single family houning to
whot rhe conaldern spicy cooklng.

"] wanted to come here because 1
like Engllsh — | wanted to mest
different peaple,” she sald, One of
tier big thrills, she naid, was buying
American ahoes,

In her one-month stay, Bill snd
Chery) Boger and their family took
Matin to Nisgars Falls, Arizons,
Chicago, Canada and through the
South to Atlanta to visit other fami-
‘ly members. The Hogers hosted an
“exchange stuilent seven years ago
when thelr 18- and 20-year-oll sons
wete younget, *We were walting for
‘the right time far (daughter) Mia,"
“said Cheryl Boger.

Chery! said it was hard for Maria
ta adjust to a new country and lan.
gunge during her first few daya here,
hut that sho has adjusted well, 1
like her acceptance,” Cheryl sald.
"She's heen o open to leaming ev-
erything. She didn’t contrast and
" use n lot of cumpatinona here.

experience

Cheryl Boger

“She just says our ways are ‘not
wrung, just different’. "

During her stay, Maria has also
leamned about differences in relig-
{on. The Bogers are Protestant and
Marin ia Cathollc. She has helped
at their church's vacation bible
school aand attended services here.

Maria hopes te vislt Harrison
High School with Mia this week
when classes  begin, where she
wanls to meet Spanish teacher
Charmaine Ragusa.

Mia is taking fourth year Span-
ish, so Maria's visit is eapecially in-
teresting for her. Mia han taught
Marin backgammon and the two
have spent a lot of time together
during Marla's visit.

Having an exchange student like
Marin “takes us back to basien,”

Maria Alvarez Ruiz

aaid Cheryl. “We learn a lot more
about people, both the similaritics
and differences.

In Spaln, Maria spends a lot of
time with her teensge friends, rid-
ing her motothlke — in Spain you
cannot drive until you're 18 — and
visiting dance clubs, parks and the
beach. She and her seven-year-oll
sister both live with thelr mother,
and she sces her father on week-
ends, ahe sald,

She i pleased that the recent
Summer Olymplcs were held In
Barcelonn, because now the whole
world khows abaut her country, she
aaid.

Maria leaves the United States in
1ate August and begins her schoo!
year In Spaln on Sept. 15,

Firefighters take to the diamond

If you'd like to see ficefighters
slug it out on the baseball dismond
for a good cause, you're Invited to
the 11th annual Softball Beneflt
honted by the Farmington Hitls
firefighters from 10 am. ta 8 p.m.
Saturday, Aug. 29, st Ploneer Park
on Farmington Road.

Tournament proceeds will go lo
the Natlonal Inatltute for Bum

Medicino in Ann Arbor, Over the
years, the benefit has allowed fire-
fighters to donate more than
$12,000 to the inatitute, said Denny
Hughes, tournament director.

"We won for the firat ime last
year,” he ndded.

Farmington Hills firefighters
plan to defend their title Saturday
when teama from Sterling Heights,

Clinton Townahlp, Warren, South-
field and Metro Airport arrive for
the tournament,

Proceeds come from team regis-
tration fees aml donations from the
fire chlefs association and fire-
fighters unlon, as well an from local
businesses. Umplres from Navi will
donate their time for the game,
Hughes sald.

Refreabimenta will be available.

that helping hands and trouble
shooters like herself are ready 1o as-
Bint if » need nrisen,

Economic woes

But Silver also suspects that eco.
nomic woes are keeping some peo-
ple from becoming host familien,

“'Let's face [t — economic times
are tough. People are afeaid to take

and people-to-people rel s
It builds bridges between culture:
and countries. And when it works,
it's beautiful,” Silver nays.

Of course, she adds, “getting it ta
work" in the first place can be a di-
lemma. Silver agrees with Prince
that people need to be resssured

on added People re-
ally have to think twice. This year
has been more difficult for us
and for e}l oganizations — economl-’
cally.

“I can't say the change (in num-
bers of host families) has been dras.
tic, but is has cestainly been getting

(F)3A.

worse, eapecinlly over the past twae
years. I'm afraid we have more chil-
dren seeking homes than homes,”
saya Silver,

However, Silver seys, people
should be aware that cxchange atu-
dents are responsible for their vwn
spending money and do carry medi-
col insurance, while host familics
are able to deduct $50 per month on
their annual Income tax returns fur
expenses [ncurred while the student
i living with them,

Monetary issues aside, Silver
says that hosting a student is an in-
valuable expericnce — one that in
2]l to often Ignored by many Ameri-
can families.

“We are 8 very isolated and insu-
lar country,” she adds. Forelgn ex-
change programs can bring mcre of
the world [nto our homes, vur
schoals and our countey.”

Prince agrees.

*I'm not sure people in general
realize how impertant it is for o
child to be exposed to people from
other countries,” Prince mays.
“With the world getting smaller and
with businesses focusing on the
world market, it's no longer the cane
thet if you are successful in Ameri-
ca you can say you have made it
Expoalng your children to prople
from other countries and to uther
cultures is the first step.”

Prince’s colleague, Martie Ports,
o Farmington Hills resident and
middle wschool teacher, strongly
echoes this sentiment.

Says Ports: “The main problein
Is that we are not teaching our kids
to think globally like kids from
other pasts of the world. Our kids
are still so namow-minded. They
think our country is the anly ane on
earth, our language ia the only one
that exists.

“European kids are speaking
three or four languages; they know
al] about our government and all.
Ask a U.S, kid where New Zealand
Is and many won't be able to tell
you.
For more Information on Nacel,
contact Evelyn or Julian Prince at
626-6641, or Martle Ports at 476-
0793. Masha Silver can be reached
at 851-3432 for informatlon on IEF.

PLAN NOW. BUY NOW

SO THEY WILL BE
SNUGGLY 'WARM

Choose traditional outerwear
with storybook charm. Qur warm
cottor corduroy coats come complete

with a matching muff. Quilted
polyester linings, White flecce trim,
Hooded coat and muff.

Red, royal blue. Sizes 2t-4, $58;
1-6x, s66. Coat with outlined square
yoke. Jade, bot pink. Sizes
-6, $68; 241, $60.
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Jacobson's

Ann Atboe ® Grouse Polnte ® Birminghsm ¢ Deatborn ¢ Rochester ® Livonia ‘

Shop untl 9 pm. on Thundsy end Friday, Untl 6 pm. o Mondey, Tucsday, Wednesdzy and Sarurdsy. Shop Sundey Noan 10 3 s,
Jocobron's Charge, MasterCard®, VISA?, and American Expren®. :



