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Schools ‘coming out’ to address gay students :

By'GREG KOWALSKI
hr\lr Witen

anwmg up Is tough encugh, but
when you're an adolescent not sure

He'll use the knowledge he gained
ot the workshop 1o help the gay and
Ieablan  students he encounters
when the new school year begina in

alaut your own sezuality it can be September,
n]wu-uuing
ln this pnahlemlnl campalgn
where “family volues” are cmpha- Innovative appronch

nhnl but not defined, many goy
men and [esbinne are woarried they
will be |mshvd back into the cluncl.

Goal of tho NEA warkshop was to
lcnch teachues, munulun and ad

M In this presidential campalgn where “family
values" are emphaslzed but not defined, many
gay men and leshians are worrled they wlll be
pushed back [nto the closet.

Kendro sakil she Is from “the old
achoal,” where emphasis was placed
on the reading, writing and arlth-
metic. Courses on homoscxuality
“are not what schools should be
about,” she said. “It's a matter of

speakers, including geys and their

parcnts, to discuss the issue, Par.

cnts are informed about the pro-

gram and students don’t hove to at-

tend I they don't wont to,
A

The ingham and about
Hifls public schoul clistricta have no lng. lmmnphuhlu. violence dlmtml
officinl apinivn on the b at and
liféstyle, But they do recognlze that  inapproprlate teaching and coun.

students generally discover they are
gay ot lesbion during their high
schiool years, and that discovery of
11} s traumatic, even deadly.

{n fact, “goy and lesbion studenta

scling.
!

definitely an innovative ap-
proach,” said Colusanti, “I thought
it was a very hnlnnccd presentation.
They gove a persp of student

it to Shitley Bryant,
schoo) apokeawornan, "We're trying
to respond to what students find in
real life,"

cannclence,” ahe added.

Bloomfield Hills Schools don't
have a wpecific program on homo-
sexuality, but the matter is cavered
in Its regulor achool health curricu-

Teaching i 1s? lum,

at risk.”

Studenta often have a feeling of
alivnation. “Socicty often views
them as evil. Lesbians and gay are a
part of soclety, They should be rece
ognized the aame rights (as other
people),” said Colasanti, who Is gay.

“'Gays and leshians embrace the
concepts of values, such as tespect,
pride in the country and a belief in
Gol,” he said.

For the past twe ycors the Bir.
mingham achoal system has includ-
ed dtiscuswions on homoncxuality in
its human scxunlity curricuum,
which is a purt of ita health courscs,

The program brings in a ponel of

nr¢ thr men more likely to come
mig suichle thun other students,”

sapd Frank Culasonti, Jr., a coun.
selor at Groves High School. They

nlsw pre more likely to use drugs.

Colasanti attended a workshop in
the npring aponsored by the Nation.
ul Education Associntlon in Wash.
ington, D.C., un “Affording Equal
Opportunity to Gay and Lesbion
Students Through Teaching and
Counseling”

General estimates  show  that
ntiwut 10 percent of the geaveal pops
ulation is gay, with o correapanding
number in high schools, Colasanti
skl

Andover High Schoal principal
John Tomn said cases of student
homosexuality have been “few and
for between.”

“We've had some instances, but
not very aften,” Toma said. Coun-
selors at Antover have taken semi-
nars on the subject and guest
speakers have come in to speak Lo
them mo they can aslst students.
But he said there have been so few
inguities that the 1ssue has not gen-
erated a lot of attentlon.

No further seminars are planned,
but he sdded, “Obviously, if we had
a need for it, we would do it thave
more seminary) agaln.™

Not all parents see it that way,

Pat Kendro of Bloomfield Town-
shilp went five kids trough the Bir-
mingham school system; four st-
tentled Seaholm.

“They (schools} should stay out
of it. Thin should be private," Ken-
dro said.

"You're not allowed to teach mor-
nbw in the schools for fear religion
might color the subject — but you
are teaching immorals and appar-
ently fecl that's petfectly in line
with a good (Birmingham Public
School Syntem) education. Not ro,”
Kenilro wrote Lo the achool bonrd,
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How can a multiple car family
minimize insurance costs?
No problem.

Auto-Owniera gives familles with two or more cara o reduced
insurance rate, Thal makes thelr exceptional aulo eoverage and
claimy service cven piote aliFactive.

So. If you'te n mulllplt car family trying 1o minimize msurance
costs - call your *no problem” Auto-Ownera agent and find out
how this discount can be "1ta problem™ for yau.

Backlash on ‘values’

Julte Enszer, program director of
Affirmatlons Lesblan and Gay
Communlty Centee in Ferndale, na
support group, said she has gotten
calls from goy and tesbian studenta
(n almost all the local school dis-
tricta,

“It's very traumatic," Elnszer
»ald of studont’s coming ta the real-
ization that they are gay.

“If & student thinka they are gay,
we ate someono they can feel com-
fortable to talk to," sald Enszer. Af-
firmations has & hotline number
(398-GAYS), which operates from G
to 11 p.m. sweekdaya.

1t s non-udgmental, Einszer
said, and aimply offora a voice that
a troubled teens can talk to,

Elnszer sald that the recent em-

phasis on “family values” has
uumi o backlash agsinst gays and
{eablans.

Boyd Bosms, senior professional
ausoclate of the NEA agreed,

“There has been an Increase {in
anti.gay fecling),” sald Bosma.

NEA sponsored the seminar Co-
lasanti attended.

“The Issue s a0 polarized,” Bos-
ma anld. “It's a tricky isaue. Teach-
ers tend to represent the values of
their communities.” And the NEA
has come under fire from such con-
servative national figures os Pat

Robertson for sponsuring gay anl
lesblan  training  workshops fur
teachern.

The NEA in the largest unfon in
the country, with ahout 2.1 mitlion
members  Including teachers and
nupiport atafl.

Students unsure

The workshops cover three main
topics: prutecting the rights of gny
studenta and staff, providing [nfor
mntlen sbout homophobla, and
denling with violence andd gay bash.
ing.

“Participants have loved it." anicl
Bosma, Teachers and staff from ull
50 states have attenited the annuol
workshops.

How do studenta view the lssue?

They don't seem to be nure,

“I'd don't know how Il reac,”
safil Seabolm junior Brad Twecter
when anked if he koew a fellow stu-
dent was gay ve lesbian,

“I'm not really sure,” noid fresh-
man Susan Lockman.

*] haven't hod any cuntact pee-
sonally with gays,” sald junior Neal
Sweeney.

But a former Seaholm student,
who asked not (o be named, said, 1
have known some gays, but not in
high school, 1 don't have any prob-
lem with them."

Arthritis Foundation offers course

The Arthritis Foundation, Metro
Detroit Branch is affering a six-
week course to give people with
arthritis the knowledge and skills
needed to take 8 more active past in
thelr arthritis care,

The class will begin Thursday,
Sept. 10, and will be 5:30-7:30 p.m.
each Thursday for six consecutive
weeka at Beaumont Medical Office
Bldg., 6700 N. Rochester Road, Ro-

chester Hilla,

The $20 vourse fee covers test.
boaks and printed toaterials, Pres
registration is heeessary. Please call-
the Arthritls Foundotivn at 350-
3030. Scholnrships ace avaiinble.

Key nubjecta coveted include ex-
ercise, relaxation, joint protectiun,
medicativan, coping with depres.
alun, pain management aml other
peoblems thnt result from arthritis,
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" Plum Hollow BOWLING LANES

U‘ . 21900 W. NINE MILE ROAD

SOUTHFIELD, MICHIGAN 48075
!
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BOWLING LEAGUES ARE NOW FORMING!
ESTABLISHED LEAGUES ARE AVAILABLE FOR
MIXED, MEN, WOMEN, AND YOUTH, JOIN ONE OF OUR
EXISTING LEAGUES OR GET SOME FRIENDS TOGETHER
TO FORM A LEAGUE THAT'S RIGHT FOR YOU!
Individuals are welcome!

PLUM HOLLOW LANES IS LOCATED ON NINE MILE ROAD JUST EAST OF
TELEGRAPH ROAD. WE ARE JUST MINUTES SOUTH OF [-696.

Plum Hollow Lanes provides clcan, and consistent bowting conditions so
at aur customers can concentrate on having FUN!
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