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Birmingham bridal salon ]1lts area brldes-to-be

By HELEN NtEmizc

STAYY WhITER
Bridea nervously awalting the big
day got more aggravatlon than they
bargained for If they ordered thelr
s from Birmingham's Boule-

(Boulevard Bridal) locked me out.
People spend & lot of money and
timo planning a weddlnx hul the
owner doesn't seem Lo care.”

Wha! Kominars did was call the

EOWN!
vard Bridal Salon.
With rumors thot the store i
planning to file bankrupicy, anx-
jous brides are finding that no one
anawers the phone and people are
sdmitted into the Hunter Boule-
vard atore only if there [s 8 dress
inalde for them to plek up.
No officlal comment could be
received from Boulevard Dridal,

dlrectly and explaln
the situation, That company found
hee dress and said it could ship it
directly to her. The delivery date is
todey,

She isn't clear about the fato of
her $1,800 deposit.

Komlnara ordered her gawn nine
months ago. gener-

one who thinks they may have or-
dered a Brunnell gown should call
the campany at 212.921.4713,

“J've never been more popular,”
the epokesman said, explaining
that he has recelved a good number
of colls. “We are actually waiting to
see what Boulevard Bridal will do.
But we don't want to sve these
women not get their dresses if they
ordered them feom us.”

ally require no mote than six
montha to guarantee dellvesy.
A Id Hills woman, who

since no one is phonea,
1n previous Interviews, owner Gary
Gottschling said that the salon is
not golng out of business,
Four lawaults from bridal dnu
against  Boul

requested her name not be pub-
linhed, is gearing up for her daugh-
ter's Sept. 12 wedding. She had or-
dered her daughter's gown and five

i lda gowns hack in May.

Bridal are asking for payment for
dresses previously delivered, totell-
tng $19,900. The suits were filed In
Oakland County Clreuit Court.

Gottachling, in previous inter-
views, also sald that no bride has
been without a dress on the day of
her wedding

Two other Blrmingham bridal
satonn, Today's Bride and Sue Gor.
don, are separate corporntlons
owned either by Gottschling or his
wife.

Delivery dates broken

Two women who'll be part of Sep-
tember wedding parties say they
miss having the time cushion.
Dresses ordered in January to cn-
sure an adequate time, atill have
not arrived for n Sept. 19 wedding.
‘The dress whs promised by Aug. 4.

Sara Komlnars of Bloomfield
Township has four weeka until her
wedding and the gown she ordered
from Boulevard Bridal still is not in
her hands, though she received sev-
eral pick-up dates. The latest bro-
ken-promined delivery date wan
Saturday.

“I found an alternatlve,” Komi-
nars sald. “But [ was med that

All fenale members of the wedding
party live out of state, she ex-
plained,

She went to the saton on Satur-
day to check the progress but left
without an answer after a twa hour
wait. She too is atranging shipment
directly through the manufacturer.

Having order numbers simplifies
calls to manufacturers but the
Bloomfield Hills woman said the
snles people In the salon refuse to
give aut those numbeea.

Stories abound

Kominars also wafted in onc of
the crowds outside the salon on
Saturday.

“I didn't reallze how many were
affected untit 1 got to that parking
fot,” she maid. “There ate a lot of
stories to hear."

One New York manufocturer is
tryIng to help out women who maoy
hove ardered gowns made by his
company, Brunnell Fashions.

Brunnell needs “an much infor-
mation as possible,” such ns slze,
color, style and, If powsible, order
number, I the manufacturer can
track dawn the ordee, the dreas will
be shipped out the next day. Any-

rap

The Birmingham-Blcom(icld

. Chambier of Commerce can offer lit-

tle else but consolation to the peo-

ple who call the office about Boule-
vard Beldal complaints.

"They're not a paid member of
the chamber,” explained Lori Eick,
executive director, “There ate a lot
of irate custamers. They're vpset
because they can’t get any straight
answers."”

There [sn’t much the Blrming:
ham pollce can do, unless the
crows get violent, he added.

“It's a clvil matter,” Dimmock

Bridal path: Groups of women waiting for delivery of their bridal gowns stand outside
Boulevard Bridal in Birmingham as a sccurity guard readies to unloch the door.
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said. “The owner and the
hove to wotk out their problems.”
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W//, PERSONAL SGENE all?

"Semng too Good an Example is a kind of Slander seldom forgiven.” i
—Benjamin Franklin, 1753
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