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Cuble/ TV Weekly

MDA Telethon to
Entertain, Educate

TUCSON, Arlz, July 24, 19%2—
For the 27th ycar, American TV
viewers will be treated to an annual
Labor Day labor of love—the MDA
Jerry Lewis Labor Day Telethon.
Beginning at approximately 9 p.m.
EDT Sunday, Sept. 6, and continuing
for 21z hours, the live broadcast
will feature Its traditionat blend of
stellar enterialnment and informa-
tion about neuromuscular discascs
and MDA’s battle to defeat them.

Starring show business legend and
renowned humanitarian Jerry Lew-
is, the Telethon’s enicrialnment
lincup wili offer some of the bright-
ost stars of film, stage, nightclub:

profiles of adults and children who
are served by the Muscular Dystro-
phy Assoclatlon’s programs, and
will update viewers on scientific ad-
vances achieved by MDA's world.
wide rescarch program during the
last year,

Mare than 80 milllon viewers an-
nually watch the Telethon, which is
carricd by more than 200 “Love
Network” stations across the United
States and Canada. In additlon to en-
Joying great entertainment, viewers
phone in pledges of support for
MDA's programs of rescarch and
services to beneflt more than a mll-
Lion Al with 40 -

television, music and sports, as well
as some surprises. The show i)l orlg-
inate from the Sahara Hotel in Las
Vegas, with satcllite fecds from
other Jocaliens across the country.
The Telethon will also feature

S

William Russ plays a businessman who deckdes to pursue his
musical dreama once more in Afiddio Ages, a new CBS drama
previewing on Manday. The serles also stars Peter Riegert.

ular discases. Last year's Telethon
garnered a record $45.1 milllon In
pledges and contributlons,

Lewis is considered the most ¢f-
fective fund-ralser in hlstory.!or his

Auvgust 3)-Seplember 6, 1952

1eadership of MDA, He's best known
for hosting the Telethon each Labdor
Day, but works for the Assoclation
year-round.

World-renowned as an actor, co-
median, direclor, writer, producer
and headline enterialner on slage,
screen and television, Lewis has
starred In nearly 50 films, Including
“The Nuity Professor,” “The Bell
Boy,” “The Etrand Boy” and "The
King of Comedy.” He wrote and di.
rected many of hls comedics. His
television acting credits include the
dramatic serics, "Wiseguy,” and he
mavie, “Flght for Life."”

Box office gross receipts of Lew.
Is* fitms total about $80C¢ million,
makling him one of the most success-
ful performers in show business his-
tory. The Disney Channel this year
broadcast a scries of programs
based on the “Colgate Comedy
Hour,” the TV show In which Lewis
and Dean Martln starred in the car-
Jy 1950s.

The only enierialner ever to be
rominated for the Nobel Peace
Prize, Lewis has alsa received the
Jefferson Award [rom the American
Insti for Public Service; the Lee

mare than four decades of

gion of Honor and Commander in
the Order of Arts and Letters,

A% Lieg (m

France's two highest awards; the
U, Dep t of Defense Medal
{or Distinguished Public Service;
and other 1 an
awards,

The first MDA Labor Day
Telethon was broadeast by one TV
station in New York in 1966. Lewis
was joined by stars including the
Muppets, Joe Namath and Sammy
Davis Jr., who would become a
Telelhon stalwart. Ed Mchfahon,
still Jerry's Telethon co-host, made
his {lest appearance in 1968.

The Telethon was alred coast 10
coast for the first time In 1970.
Noted performers in the next dec
ade ranged from John Lennon to
Mickey Mouse, In 1976, Frank Sina-
tra surprised Jerry by bringing
Dean Martln on stage for a touching
live reunion of the former partners.

Show business’s blggest names
continued to grace the Telethon in
the 1980s, In 1986, comedian Billy
Ceystal's moving monologue about 1
fricnd who used o wheelchalr
brought in the greatest telephone re-
sponse In the show's history. Itingo
Stary brought his All-Star Band,
featuring classle rock stars, 1o Lhe
Telcthon In 1989,

Lecza Gibbons became a co-host
in 1890 for the 25th anniversary
show, which Jerry dedicated to the
memory of Davis.




