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Farm finds
its ‘charm’
for dancing

®  With its unbridled pop music filled with ex-
zmsshe hooks and melodles, Charm Farm
as moved to the head of the pack of the bur-
geoning dance scene ready to sweep this
area with raves.

By LA‘RII\' O'Covwll
Srary War
The Charm Farm founder Dennin

White raps his fingers ngainst the
table. He's secthing with impaticnce
in nearch of the common rewnrd every
producer mecks at the end of o tire-
some day In the studio.

Something cold te drink,

“When [ was asking if you hod Diet Coke, 1 wasn’t
Just checking to see if you had it or not,” sald White
within car shat of the dilntory counter help in the
stenmy Coney lsland restaurant.

I these moments, one wonders (f Charm Farm is o
monlker of contradiction, White and his four cohorts
promptly prove themselves quite patient when exhort-
ing the virtues of dance musle to a knock-kneal nea-
phyte.

Charm Farm I st forefront of the buzgeoning dance
scene ready to sweep this area with raves ot Industry
and Club X nights at the State Theatre,

Thoirs [a an unbridled pop music, sprinklecd Iavisbly
with expressive hooks end melodies, Those clements
combined with a rouslng stoge show, which inclucles o
dancer — Birmingham resident Mikki Lutex — hox
Chnrm Farm being lauded in many clrclea,

in o genre synonymous with faceless productiun and
technically induced soul, White quickly attaches o puz-
sonality on Charm Farm.

“It's 8 trip," said White beginnlng o discourse un
dance music. *The welrd thing is, the guyx wha invent.
ed dance music are from this clty. . . . they had been
doing that for three years before the house music keene
in En;l-ml It didnt catch on In Detruit until much
1ater.”

The irony of which White says is an embarmssment.
He goen on to add Detroit has yet to experience an nu-
thentic rave, which he says by definltion is an unzxanc-
tioned dance party in nontraditlonal settings such as

Charmed, 'm sure: Turning on the dance sound arc Tommy Onyx (from left), Dennis
Wihite and Steve Zuccaro, members with Dino Zoyes of Charm Farm.

warchouses and fields.

Raves hit their peak fn England in the late '80s, ex-
pecially in Manchester where banda such as Happy
Mondays were conceived.

Arounsd that time, White was busy forming Charm
Farm with fellow Berklee College of Music student
Tommy Onyx on this side of the pond,

An the atory goen, the outfit included Tin Machine
guitarist Reeves Gabrela and they released an album,
“Unharmed” in 1988, Restless, White and Onyz came
o Detroit. Charm Farm actlvity wan put on holdl as the
duo landed with Inner City, s rolling dance vutfit that
released a record and toured Eurape and Japan,

White left Inner City ta follow up with Charm Farm
while Onyx stayed with the band. When Onyx returned,
he promply linked up with White to reform Charm

Farm. The musical partnership 1 a trade-off on tal.
ents,

“f can't tie a Windsor knot t- aave my llfe,” Onyx
said, "But this guy (White) can.”

The outfit, which has an album coming out in the
fall, includes bassist Dino Zoyen, gultarist Steve Zuc:
carv and drummer Eric Hogemonster along with dancer
Lutes. White and Onyx are the producers, weiting all of
the songn.

No secret exlats to what they're trying tu achieve.
“At the end of the day if you can write a song that

peaple ¢an hum,” White said, “that’s all you need to
do,"

Who’s playing when and where

Here is the lineup for “Miller Lite and
89XXXing Out the Summer” Labor Day, Sept. 7. at

Pine Knob:

MAIN STAGE PLAZA STAGE

3 p.m. The Hoolapoppers 2:30 p.m. Brave New World
4 p.m. Electronic Dream Factory 3:30 p.m. Verve Pipe

5 p.m. Charm Farm 4:30 p.m. Oriental Spas

6 p.m. Too Much Joy 5:30 p.m. Thunderchief

7 p.m. Goober & the Peas
8:15 p.m. Material Issue
9:30 p.m. Concrete Blonde

6:30 p.m. Crossed Wire
7:30 p.m. Brotherhood Recipe
8:30 p.m. TBA

Tickets are $8.90 for pavillon and
lawn, For information, call 377-
0100,

Lampoons fit
into musical
sound of Joy

BY LARRY O'CoNNOR
STArY WhITIR

Raucous rib ticklers or musical revisioniets? Too
Much Joy adroitly hopscotches between both Inbeh
and transcends them as well.

"We have the perceyllon of four white kids mwlng
up in the suburbe,” sald guitarist Jay Blumenfivld.
“Qur {view of the world) is reality. CNN's is skewed."

Their sound is slapped together, bonded with the
dripping epaxy af suburban spunk and musical grit.
The thied installment of the New York foursome's pitu-
itary-inspired mayhem will be released on Tuesday,
Sept. 1 (The band also performs Labor Day at Pine
Kaob).

“Mutiny” in an endless whirlwind of frenetic songs,
bitting on the continual self-effacing themes in accor-
dance with being anti-rock heroes. According to band
members, “Mutiny” was recorded in mad-dash fashion.
One member would came up with a song title and the
trest would have two hours to hammer out a salable
number.

‘The process reaped 14 tracks good enough for the
atbum. “There are 73 others that weren't,” cracked Tim
Quirk,

Along with the thump and crash, Too Much Joy does
produce some mercurial pop standards auch as the In-
fectious “Donna Everywhere,” which sounds like a '60s
garage classic. ‘The band is collaborating with (llusion-
ista (aic) Penn & Teller on a video for the single.

*Mutiny" is highly anticipated by the devoted fol.
Juwers Too Much Joy has amassed since their 1988 ma-
jor label debut “Son of Sam | Am.™

‘The band's ungilded zeal was enticing enough far
MTV to put ita videa “Making Fun of Bums™ into rota-
tion and had the foursome performing with "Weud" Al
Yankovic at the Whiskey Club.

1f those items didn’t gamer Too Much Joy enouxh
publicity, getting arrested and spending a night in o
Florids jail for performing 2 Live Crew covers certalnly
did, There’s was more to it than just fattening the press
kit, according to band members.

“We got a bunch of publicity for the stunt,” said Blu-
menfield, who entertained inmates on acoustic guitar
along with other band members. “What were we sup-
posed to do, not do it because all these people were
writing about ua? . . . I don't buy that argument at
Al

What no one will argue, though, is Too Much Joy
secke to destroy the rock’n'roll myth, especially the
cliches. Band members admits this presents constant
inner-conflict.

After all, the veey platform from which they lampoan
others is the vehicle of their success. One band member
2aid they've come to realization they must ultimately
also destroy Too Much Joy.

“And we're well on our way, believe me,”
field added.

Blumen-

Band plays on: Band mates Sandy

Smallens (from left), Tommy Quirk,
Tommy Vinton and Jay Blumenfield
have their act together as the tuneful

Too Much Joy.
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SKYLES BAND

Rick’s Cafe, 811 Chureh, Ann Atbor. TINSLEY ELLIS
996.2747

Rick's Ca'mGII Church, Ann Arbor.
996.2.

PARADISE JAZZ JAM
Avin's, 5756 Cass, Detrodt. DONTLOOK NOW JUQ RAND
832-2355

Tuesday, Sepl. |

le lull’l

Thutsday, Sept. 3

JOHN D, LAMS
Blmo& 208 5. Furst, Ann Ardor,

IN CONCERY

STERL RAND HEP CATS
nnclut:dlu 811 Chureh, Aoh Arbor, Coconut Jos', 225 Jos. Campau, Detrod.
996 -3675

BLUCS IPERIALS

HAPPY ACCIDENTS
wnnzmmmnymwwm
u at Paychecks,

RS MARRIS AND THE BLAKES
Nn Detnoter By, 655 Beaubeen, Dc

963&!55

2932 Conift, Ham.

Alvin's, 5756 Cass, Dotroit.
832.2355

I.Mn‘l‘ 515& Cass, Detroit.
832.2355
Friday, Sept. 4

JESUS LIZARD

With Tar at the Mamquee, 8139 E. Seven
Mue, Detroit.

3668633

2085 Furst, Ann Ardor, KR

m‘” mﬁuﬁm o Pleasant and Jason NOLY COWS

CHISZL SROTHERS WITH THORNNTTA  McCauley Ekny a uu 's 21, 2030 Jacob, D‘N&,&ms First, Ann Arboe,

DAVIS Hamtramel

Alvin's, 5756 Cass, Dotroit. 875.65 POP BTAR RICOLE

b tom s i e

MLARY MCOUIRE AND MVK RISE With Worid of Murt and Full Moon Risin e o .

Mr. B8 Fam, Novi and Watties oads. ,1‘,,,,,,,,‘..2 P Hooaren 8 Hamirame,

Now. 4.0254 874-0254

349-2033 NOOLAPOPPERS ATRANGE REDFILLOWS

Wednesday, Sept. 2 Hoin Wostananes t Gaff's Gas, 49 N, Jrin SPkS Donge of Lws 21. 2930
Saginaw, Pontlac. 3 75.6555

A owatt Franha 6and ot S1 An- C. WHITELAW

{l towi o

draw's Mall, 431 E, congm, Dotroit. Ad- gm%’??m Ao Ao, m‘: ive Dogs o1 Gnfr's Gah 49 M. Sop-

&5‘}“ e s 996-8555 ST
BIRY 0O

AL 20ME
mmvm Jones anx Chivairy ot GiT's
Grit, 49 N. . Pontiac. £.
234.5150 O6 1 MELT

With ugvy smn 8t St. Ancrew’s Hat, 431
cm?en Detrodt. 1lcheuw$5

BLUESMATICS

Soup Kichen Saioon, 1585 Frankin St.,
Detroit.

269.1374

uﬂ'\l
Rick's l:nh. SI I Church, Ann Aibos,
996.2737

HOWLING DIASL
's, 4758 Gftenﬂelc. Dearbom,
1920
-uun: AND THE
N:n Detroier B, 655 Bemtn Detn-
!
563-3355

ROCKIN QRREXTO!
With Riythm Comps, UCDem Blach Mar.
Duadios.

ket, Howling Thunderharp Chow,
i1, Wil
Catz and Fun Cub in Greektown al the
Did Shitieta, reets,
Doum ‘lmmo-mnvl-wl Lo
lx Tndlatl are $5 0 8a-
vm; 7 &f
954-@7
CALVIN BROOKS & NAR!S PARIS
The Afey Jam, Boaubwen and
10w,
$63.5445
Saturdsy, Sept. 5
MAJISTY

CRUSH
With Thasty Forest Arumais and Specta-
cler At St, Andew's Hat, 431 E. Congress,
Dc‘m‘twl’ i536.

tramek,

8740245

TRASH BRATS

The Marquee, 8139 E. Seven Mie Road,
Detront.

POLISH MISLINS

Wrth Thed Nature at Lb's 210,
Jacob,

3?56&55

TENLOST
Wr\nMduleyBenyllWlGnI 49N
3545'50

QARTHILD BLUES RAND

Soup Kichen Saloon, 1585 Frankin St..

Detrod.
259.1374 A4

2930

NEP CATS
Coconut Jos', 225 Jos. Campau, Detroit.
2593675

CLATURE BANO(TS
With Crackhouse 821 Quaniet, Sait Mines
and Dandekon at Finney's Pub,
Woodward, Detrort.

831-8070

FRAXK ALLISON & THE ODO 80X
Rch's Cafe. 611 Church, Ann Arbor,
996-2747

The Mey Jam, Beautsen anc Monroe,
Greektown, .

BAN TANGO
The Ritz, 17580 Frarho, Rosewine.
778-5404




