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Afnea

Abidjan offers
slice of what's
young and
upcoming

By KENNETH B, NonLE
NEw Youx Tivea Syqnicasy

A few years ago a best-selling se-
ries of French travel guides cau-
tloned would-be viitora that Abid.
Jan in not really an African city.

Go clkewhere, It urged, If you
want on “authentic™ African experi-
ence: Abidjan, with its concrete.
and-glass high rises, neatly
landacaped streets and villos and
expensive restaurants, would be
likely ta disappoint those looking
for the exotic and the pictureague.

It is o complaint Abldjanions
have heatd again and again and, fur
the most part, find patronkzing or
nbsurd. It is certainly truc thet
parts of the city seem Lo have more
in common with Paris than with
ony uthee place in Africa,

Thete are no nearby wildlife pre-
kerves or, for that matter, little that
is paeticularly striking about the
teerain or vegetation, And while
prosperity has given the city an Im.
pressive sheen of modernity, it has
also lrought teaffic jams, pollution
and high prices,

But Abidjan, set astelde a lagoon
oo home to about 2 million people,
is amung the continent’s most pop-
ulur deatinations for ather reasons.
It ix the intellectual and cultural
cnpital of West Afsica and any visi-
tor with the better part of a cday to
xpend can usually find a good slice
of whnt's young and upcoming in
Africa.

For thuse with mote time It i
possible to dine out virtually every

night fur xix months and never en.
ter the same eostaurant twice.

The Ivory Coast is now in the
most temperate part af the year,
Auguat through September, to be
followed by a brief ralny season in
QOctober and November, all ideal
montha to vislt before the blistering
heat and humidity of winter set In,
laating until March. For most of the
year temperstures fall within a
range of 73 to 80 degrees.

While English is widely spoken
at hotels that cater ta intemational
travelers, it is seldom understood
clsewhere, and thus some knowl-
edge of French s desiralile, but not
essential.

Except for the main thorough-
fares most of Abldjan’s atreets are

bulldings lack numbers,

Events

The big event this summer in
Culturefest ‘92 from Aug. 16 to 29.
It i3 being billed aa the continent's
higgest cultural celebreation in at
least a decade and will feature hun-
dreds of African and African-Amer-
ican performers and artista, a jozz
concert, (ashlon shows and a film
festival.

A highlight will be the Gospel
Music Concert featuring BeBe and
CeCe Winans and other gospel pro-
feasionals.

For more information contact
Culturefest at (800) 348-7200 or in
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New Yurk City (212) 246-2550,
City and environs

Abidjan ian't rich in fine build-
Ings, but anyone who wants Lo get
some of the flavor of Africa’s mod-
em realities can spend a day around
the main commercial district
known as the Plnteau,

Start at the National Museum
along Houlevard Nengul-Abrogoua,
which is apen 9 a.m. to noon, and 3

d in 1985,

is
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pm. to 6 pm., every dey except
Monday; there is no admission
charge.

The building has not heen kept
in good repalr, but the permanent
collectlon of 20,000 objects, mostly
from varioun Ivory Coast triben, in,
in thin writer's oplnion, the best on
the continent.

Not far away, along Avrnue Jean
Paul I, is St. Paul's Cathedral,
which was completed in 1985 and is
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now tegarded as the commonding
symbaol of Abidjan. The Cathelic ca-
thedral is generally open daily frum
8 am. to 10 am. and 3 pm. 10 5
pam.

For sheer vilirancy probably no
neighborhood in West Africa can
top Treichville. Leading south from
the Marche de Treichville a two-
story market with an enormous se-
lection of bric-a-brac is the Boule.
vard du 6 Fevrier, one of the city’s
main shopping steeets. What Tre-
Ichvible Is known beat for, though, is
its nightclubs; there are scores of
them.

Far a contrasting view of the city
spend an hour or so driving about
Cocody, sbout a 10-minute drive
from the center across the Ebrie La-
goon, and the nearby neighborhood
of Riviera, the focus of uppet-mid.-
dle-class and bourgeais life in Abid-
jan.

Cocody affords a of the

{ in the image of & figure with outstretched arms

The cautionary hote extends 10 the
Plateau too,

Take cabs or ride with friends at
night. Do not cross large distances
on foot st night, and il is best to’
leave jewelry and watches in the ho.
tel. During the day the same securi-
ty precautions apply to ’I‘nichvﬂle.
but elsewhere in the city security u
montly a nighttime concern,

Well within the Himits of a day’s
drive, about three hours to the
north, is Yamoussoukro. In 1983
the National Assembly voted to
have the political capital changed
from Abidjan te Yamoussoukro,
though so far hardly anyone seems
to have nioticed.

It {s well worth the visit to see the
mammoth granite and marble |
basilica, Notre Dame de la Pai
which is said to be the world’s laig;
ent cathedra! (although some clalng
that St. Peter' " in Rumn stlll hnkdr»
that  disti;

entire Plateau and is the best place
to comprehend the extraordinary
design of St. Paul's Cathedral.
From this perspective it becomes
clear that its shape represents s
human figure with arms stretching
out to the north, and behind It a
trailing robe.

A word of caution: Virtually every
house in both nelghbothoods has
guards, some armed, and for good
reanon. A burgeaning growth rate
and the rush to the cities thas typi-
fies much of the continent has
spawned criminals who do not shy
from robbery, often at knifepoint.

opening hours chnnge frequently; e
would be wise to check with a travel,
agent or hotel concierge before ens,
barking. Ve

Grand Bansam, en old colonial -
town ebout 27 miles east of the city,
toward Ghana, is another easy day .
trip. Along the maln road s you en. :
ter the town is » small strip of ar-
tisans’ atalla.

On weekdays Grand Bassam and
other neatby beaches are gloriously
empty. The drawback is that most
restayrants are also likely to be.
closed, so take your own lunch.

Short notice vacations long on travel savings

By EVERETTPOTTER
SrrcisL Whitrr

A last-minut

thing last-minute available.”
Last Minute Teavel hes offered
ight pack to Aruba and

decision to take a
nhort-notlce vaca-
tion in often a
Rreat way 1o go.

"“When cruise
lines can't Gl
theie whips, when
airlines  have
cmpty neats close
to departure, when tour aperators
have empty hotel rooms because
they can’t acll their vacation pack.
ages, then they turn to us,” says
Joel Benand.

He is president of Last Minute
Teavel Cluls in Boston. The seven.
year-old company offees both <o
mestic and inteenational trips ot a
hig discount.

Shopping
Around

)

Vacatlons can be acheduled from
theee weeks up to two hours before
teaving.

"We can handle it that close to
departure,” suya Benand. "We'll ar.
range for tickets to be picked up at
the airpurt if necessary,

“Flexibility [n the key ta saving a
bunille of money,” he mlds.

"We I'Im! that people looking for

ionn are not

Cancun, "both of which incluie air-
fate and hotel accammodations, for
$399 per person.

The club haa been offering round-
trip uitfare from Boston to London
in the range of $349 to $399 per per-
ront, A week in Orlando, Including
air, hatel and car rental, ranges
from $199 to $249 per person.

Bennrd also offers trips through
his Vacation Outlet retall counters
in Filene's Basemenl stores
throughout New England and the
Chlcago area.

For further Informnation contact
the Last Minute Travel Club, 1249
Boylston St.,, Boston, Mass, 02216
or call (800) LAST-MIN or (617)
267.5800.

Moment's Notice [nc. hes been
offering last-minute vacations for
25 years, says general manager
Sharon Mayfield.

“This kind of vacation appeals to
peaple in every walk of life,” she
28y,

‘The company charges a member-
ship fee of $19.95. It has about
25,000 members natlonwide and

as choony‘ Gct them a great hotel
and nle-packnge deal, and they're
happy whatever Caribbean island
they Ianct on. With Europe, peaple
are usually more mpecific,

“You should avoid h;lltlay week.
ends because there's rarely eny-

ins & hot Hine with a recent
hotel-stay package to St. Mactin (or
$499 per person aml to Cancun for
$399 per permon.

An pood as these prices are, they
are comparable to those offered by
majar altline consolidators who of-
fer flights to tho wama destinations.

“With the price wars that are
going on we can't always promise to
be the cheapent,” says Mayfield.

For further information contact
Moment's Notice Inc., 425 Madison
Ave., New Yark, N.Y. 10017 or call
(212) 486-0503. The hot-line num-.
ber is (212) 750-9111.

“America’s clearinghouse for
last-minute unsold cruises,” is how
Spur of the Moment Cruises Inc. is
described by [ts owner Duke Butler.

“On the average, ‘last-minute’
means anywhere from two weeks to
one month out, with an average dis-
count of 50 percent. But we've got-
ten discounts of up to BO percent
two weeks from a sailing date.’

Butler has compiled & maiting
1ist of 60,000 people with » list of
the features they want In a vaca-
tion,

“Say 1 get a crulse line with emp-
ty berths for a Mediterranean aail-
ing in August,” he says. "The com-
puter can have postcards out to the
10,000 people who request that kind
of vacation within 24 hours.”

Alternately, travelers can mail
Butler a welf-addressed, stamped
envelope to requeat his monthly 14+
page “availabllity list" or call his
fiot line at (310) 521.1060 for an
clght-minute recording “of as many
discounted cruises as [ can men-
tion.”

For further Information contact
Spur of the Moment Cruises Inc.,
411 K. Harbor Blvd., San Pedra,
Calif. 90731 or call (800) 343-1991.

Another source for bargain last-
minute crulses {s Cruisea of Din.
tinctlon, a crulse-only travel agen.

cy.

“We charge $39 n year for our In-
stant Notlce Service,” says compa-
ny presldent Mike Grosaman,

Beachfront
Getaways

@ Fem now ) tuber 15. @y
VES tothe U 1% and 2100 feet
of privale beach rutht catode yur s
oY
Machinac Hritsenn
youllenpy pectacular sonste and

wenic day trips alangune of the top Tt
Fall sk rates it Ametica

2, Jask 1 mingles wed of
Lake Michigan.

Vimir $44 Beachimnt tatanay includes
o{hvrnight hotel accommendateny

© Ut heatod proed a0 auna

« Racyuethall courts

@ Esening bonfins onthe heach

Avh ot it luvary waterfront condo-
minwm rentals toim 344 night.

1-800-638-6371
@ Clearwater

HOTELA. CONCB“IMUMS

“It's applied to any crulse you
purchase from ua and entitles you
to every mailing we do, at least 128
year,”

For further Information contact .
Cruises of Distlnctian, 460 B!mm”
field Ave., Montclair, NJ. 07042 or
call {800} 634-3445.
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6075 WOODWAZO AYS

THREE OF THE LEADING CAREER OPPORTUNITIES OF THE Ws
IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR A CHALLENGING,
INTERESTING AND GLAMOROUS CAREER
PHONE: 399-5522

NEW® CLASSES FORMING NOW
AMIIICAN [DUCATION CINTIR

HON WOO03. M

N\

PAD] CLASSES
Flescue Ciass + September |

3380 Washtenaw Avenue
Ann Arbor, M) 48104
313-971-7770
FAX 3134712023

Divers Incorporated
“THE DIVERS DIVE STORE"”
PADI 5-Star IDC

UPCOMING DIVING CLASSES
PLYMOUTH BEGINNER CLASSES - 7 WEEKS

Wi B L 0RO,

Madic First At Class » September Rth & 10th

Sth theu 20th

Divemasior Class + Seplamber 218l theu Octobes 4
SAVE ON DIVING EQUIPMENT

© WE WILL MATCH ANY ADVERTISED PRIC!

Instruction » Sales + Servlce Remars * Trips
C Center
42295 Ann Arbor Rd,
Plymouth, M1 48370
313-451-5430
FAX 313-431.83429 )




