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Parking from page 13A

“Qur volunteers are very dedicat.
od to their program, They are vory
attuned to the Individuals who are
physicaily challenged,” sald Sgt,
Ray Cranston of the police depart.
ment's traflic section. “They didn't
think the system that existed of
fered the best balance.”

in particular, some volunteers
say the ticketa they had given violo-
tors were being dismissed unneces-
sarily — and some by a court clezk.

“That doesn’t happen anymore,”
said 47th District Judge Frad
Horris, who acknowledged thnt
happened when ticket holders ar-
rived at the court and presented
clerka with evidence, auch an sn
originol handicapped permit.

But Harrla said that many tickets
were dismlssed with good caure,
even those dismissed by clerks, Not

admlt responsibility with an expla-
nation. Volunteers were concerned
becoure there was no way — before
a judge vr magisteate — to confirm
the violotora® claima,

On the other hand, Cronston
vald, the dismissals wezen't only on
the shoullers of the Incal court.
Some tickets, because of o stolen
plate of a tranapased vehicle identi.
fication aumber, fur example, wre
lkely to bLe automntically clis.
missed.

"These necount for n wignificant
portion of the dismissed tickets,
They nre wrongly attributed to the
court,” said Crannton, who sikded
that the progeam’s purpose v edu.
catinnel, not necesnarily ponitive,

Connider tickets iskued to rented
or leaped cars. The rental campa-
nien are not required to soy who the

8 ‘Our volunteers are very dedlcated to thelr
program. They are very attuned to the Individu-
als who are physically challenged. They didn’t
think the system that exlisted offered the best

batance.’

Sgt.Ray Cranston

car is feaned to and there goes an.
wther ticket, Cranstan added.

From the start of the enforcement.
progrun in October, 1990, through
the end of July this year, volunteers
teued 2,350 tickets, About 50 per-
cent of the vielators were found re-
spansille, About 10 tu 12 percent
were dlefaults, which occurs when
the violator does not renpond to the
court. En that case, when o person

parking tlckets in the same juria-
diction, their license can be sus.
pended, Cranaton said.

At any given tlme, another 10 to
15 pereent of the ticketn written sre
#till in the system and have not yet
received n court date. "The balance
in those tickets that were diamissed
somewhere in the system,” Cran-
ston said.

Now there’s a new way of doin,
i thanks tu ings D

has defautted twice on handl 1

tween program and court officials,

“We will now send coplen of notes
taken by volunteers to the magis-
trates nlong with every ticket,”
Cranston sald. “So then we havo en
eqquat delivery of information.”

The disposition of tickets also
will be audited every 30 days, That
way volunteers know exsctly what
in hoppening with the tickets they
gave, "With the court we will do a

itaring of the i

It's not falr to judge it yet."

Rowe and the volunteers belleve
education is the key. “Peaplo have
got to be educated to use their per-
mit propetly.”

Harris and Cranstan say changes
from the Michigan Secretary of
State's office sre {requent and
confuslng. *“There iu still misunder-
atanding as to what is the atate of
Michlgon's lawfully issued Endica-
tion of a disability,” Cranston said.

o
We will find out fanter about dia-
missals s0 we can determine if It
cun be appealed. Volunteers will
work with that,” Ceanston said.

Harrin snid he is optimistic about
the changes, *The reaclution scemsa
to be working very well. In time, it
will all work vut.”

Rowe i taking a wait-and-see at«
titude, “It’s really too carly to tell,

Despite the concerns, the enforce-
ment program is considered suce
cessful. “The mark of a successful
program is the number of vmpty
(parking} spaces ot spaces used by
those who truly need them,” Cran-
ston said. “Peaple aren’t abusing
the spaces like they did. We are see-
ing mure and mure empty spaces
and fewer violations written.™

all tickets icslly result in
wuilty veedicta and fines.
One of the Involved

with the tickets ollows vielators to

Fliers

from page 13A

“Peaple have been asking where
it (Lzachure) is ot. It's Rupposed to
be cut now, Qur residents have
come to expect programs from us
and we ate happy to deliver the ser.
vives to them,” saidd Andrew Lang,
Farmington Hills recreation super.
intendent.

But the printer didn't print the
Drochure. “We apologize. We will
try to minimize this problem,”
Lang continued. “This Is due to
things out of our control. We are
1rying to moke o positive situation
vut of 0 bad one.”

Patents will receive their specinl
fliezs through the Farmington Pub-
lie Schools, Elementury school stu.
dents will be given them to take
home, Lang saicl.

Residents alan may pick up the
Miers ut the following locations:

® Farmington Hills Sprecinl Ser-
vices Department, 31555 11 Mile,
lacated behind city hall.

@ Farmington City Hall, 23600
Libenty.

® Farmington Community Li-
brary: Farmington branch, 23550
Libe Farmington Hills branch,
3273712 Mile,

@ Farmlngtan
Community Eduecation,
Shinwnrsee.

® Mercy Center, 26600 11 Mile.

® Farmingtan  YMCA, 28100
Farmnington Roud,

Seminar
geared
for women

The Oakland University Contine
uuin Centet in presenting o onedny
conference, “Women Going Back to
Schoul: A Growing Majority™ on
Suturduy, Sept. 19, 94 pm. on
campus.

The conference in o resouzee day
genred to women at any stage of
post-high kchout education.

Dr. Sundra Packard, the newly
appainted and first woman presi-
dent of Onklnnd University will be
the keynute upeaker.

The fee is $39 per perron; presrege
istration anid pre-payment are re-
quired. MasterConl nnd Visa are
aceepted. Call 350-3033 before Sept.
17 to register,

Public  Schaal
30415

Flowers Say What the
Heart is too Full
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CALL YODAY FOR A
FREE ESTIMATE

476-7022
ANYTIME

DAG HEATING & COOLING

19140 Farmingion Aoad « Livonia
\ ! o J

Announcing a new community of
homes designed with your independence in mind.

our own library, barber and beauty salon, recreational

Now you can own a patio or villa home, or rent an
apartment in a full-service community, without paying
an entrance fee or for extra services you don't need,

At Botslord Commons, lor example, yor don't have
w pay for meals and health care you don't want.

Botstord Commens, a1 unigue adult community: otlers
many special and innovative, huilt-in amenities to
enhance your cantinued independence. At Botstord
Commens, voull live lite to the fullest in a heatthy
and active atmosphere.

Youdl enjov many “small own” services such as

and cultural activiti

, cale, meeting and game rooms, health
and fitmess programs. and much more. But you'il also
appreciate the security, private roads and entrance,

home and lawn maintenance, gardens, emergency

medical call service, and easy aceess to complete
heatlib care. All this in a beautitul, peacelul, wooded
selting adjacent to the historic village of Farmington.
IF you would like more intormation on Botsford

Conunons, please call Joan Herbst at (313) 477-1646.
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Call Joan Herbst at (313) 477-1646 today for more information

And ind out for yourself how sweet hame can be.

or to secure your reservation at one of our upcoming free community, informational conferences.




