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Hawks boast experience; Falcons regroup

ByNEAL ZIPSER
8reciaL Wamen

Farmington Hills Harrison coach
Mark Babeock can say something
no ono previously cauld about the
girls cross country program: “We
hove some experienced rubnbers re-
turning."

Babcock geta the honor because
the Hawks declded three years ago
to begin u girls program. After
conching track, Babeocek felt he waa
the person to Iead the program.

In the first yeor, Bobcock coached
five girls to a winless season, The
number jumped to 12 people last

veason and the Hawks won two
mects.

This season, Babeock has a roster
of 20 girls, which Includes somo vet.
e7on runnea,

“Qur biggest goal three yeara ago
was to get more people involved,”
Babeock said. "I think we nre going
In the sight direction.”

The only serious loss fram last
year's squod was the graduation of
Julie Ritter. Leading the Harrison
charge will be juniors Sherri Stol-
nock and Melanle Rankolo.

“Sherei was our top runner lost
year and we hove high expectations
for her, us xhe does of herself,” Bab-
cnck Agicd. “Melanie improved last

year ond, by tho end of the season,
was Just a hair behind Sherrd."”
Becky Sharpe, who wan riddled
lost year with nagging injuries, is
expeeted ta come back with o atrong
wenfor year. Babeock s alao im-
presacd with the times of junior
Maggie Chavez, who is running her
first your of cross country.
Sophamores  Allison Noe and
Jennifer Hunnawa will contibute
un will freshman Jennifer Davis,
Babcock snid. Seniors Kim Bar.
khart, Jeasica Johnwon and Susan
Glowacki and junior Angic Peans
will nlso compete for running time.
“Things are going well in practice
right now and I can't complain,”

cross country fromp;ge 1B

Bahcock said. “Qur program ia on
the upswing and we have runnera
who hring o wealth of experience.

“Last season we only won twice,
but we Jost weveral close lcague
mueets. This year, T hope we can win
some of those. 1 want us to shoot far
2 .500 season, but [ realize thot may
be pushing it.”

FARMINGTON

When you speak of a dynasty, you
muy not hear about the Farmington
#irla cross country team.

But in the mid to Inte 19808, the
Falconn dominoted the sport by

meets, sending the team to the atate
champlonshlp mest fivo years in o
row and winning either the WLAA
or Lakes Divislon titles in those
fivo years. :

After the graduation of soveral
top runnors, the Falcona fell on
hord timea last year and finished 5+

“It wasn't ono of our better sea-
sonm, but it wes a rebuilding year,"
conch John Barrett nald. “Thls year
will also be a rebuilding year. We
1ook stranger this season but we are
missing a frontrunner like we had
last year in Allison (Davis).”

\Vlth the gndu-uon of Davls, &
Observer-

winning close 1o 50

In his 26 years of coaching, the
Falcona have amassed 13 confer-
ence titles, including o stretch of
five straight between 1984-88.

Young might not have had trou.
ble winning titles in half the ycazs
he has coached, but now he is get-
ting used to just being a .500 team.

“Times have changed and the ta-
hles hove turned," Young said.

The Folcens finlshed 4.3 In the
Lakes Division and sixth uverall in
the Western Lokes Activities Asso-
cintion,

But even with the troubles since
1989, Farmington has produced
wome of the area's top runners, in-
cluding two-time conference cham.
pion Ben Golsa, who is now running
at the University of Teanessee.

- 'This scason, it might be senior
Dave Clinard, possilily the WLAA'S
top runner. He finished fifth in the
league meet lust sensen and fin-
ished in the top five of most invita.
tionals, -

er," Young naid. “He is coming off o
ustrong track season, and I think he
is looking forward to a strong cross
country geason.”

Sophomare Tom May, a surprise
o6 a freshman, retumns as the only
other experienced runner for the
Faleuns Dbut is temporarily slowed
by a bad ankle,

Sentor dohn Lane, junjers Chria
Frump ond Jaxon Parzuchowski
ond sophemore Mike Langdon ore
battling fpr the remaining posi-
tions. Farmington's lone freshman,
Mike Lane, might nlxo contribute,
The Fulenns have o total of 12
ninners,

“I don’t predict  strong season
for us," Young suid. “1 would be
happy to duplicate last year's fine
ish, We will start off slow but 1
think we will o better by the mid-
die to late senson,”

NORTH FARMINGTON

Ralders, with six returning runners
around which 1o build his team, can
compete for the WLAA Lakes Divie
sion title,

“I huve high expectations for this
team,” he snid, “They're showing
me o lot catly in the yenr, If my
ruys keep improving, they can chal-
lenge for the top apot in the divie
sion,

“If we can get five kide under 18
minules, 1 think we're capable of
running with anybody in the league,
It's within the nbility of my kids."

North, which finished tith in the
WLAA lust year, ngain is led by
Paul Simpson, the only senioe on
the team, and junior Jeff Howell —
the top twa runners a year ago.

Junior Ryon Deuel alse ran in
some varsity meets, Junlor Tim
Bindon and  sophomores Tam
Stumboulinn  and  Adee)  Abmnd
wure the sixth and seventh runners
on last yeaz'™s team.

»We'll have 1o 1ely on guys whe

varnity,” Welch snid. "But it looks
tike they've done theie homework
thin summer, anit we should have n
fuizly strong tenm."

Freshmon Brien Rajdl has “a lot
of talent” and was one of the top
five runoees in o weawon-opening
forfelt win over Southfield-Lathrup

lend runnen more pressure will bo
put on sophamores Pam Buha and
Donn Goba.

“They are probably out best two
runners,” Barrett asld. “I had high
hopes for them Inat year because
they looked good early in practice.
Both hove hard workitg and have
positive attltudes toward running.”

Barrett is hoping the return of
Juniar Maggle Frump, who missed
Inat acason due to & Btress fracture,

Wara

will help the Falcons regafn thelr ,
winnlng farm.

Senlor Joan Muller and junior
Sara Lidgey will share co-captaln
dutles, Barrett said. Sophomore
Keri Lowry will also ses some time
an the course.

Also returning are juniors Alice
Crawford, Jessles Rau and
Stephanle Bliss. Newcomers [n-
clude junior Eunla Le, sophomore
Natalie Koczara and freshmen Ann
Maric Grimaldi, Mary Crawford,
Katic Clinord and Lisa Lockbast.

“In the past we have put a lot of
stock inte our teadition of winning
the champlonships and our consec-
utive win streak,” Barrett said.
“But this scason we are golng to
atrexs doing well in the big meets —
the ones that matter.”

‘The big one Bartett refers to is
the regional meet. Farmington has
failed to qualify for atate the past
two peasans.

“] think our three top runnera ~—
Goba, Buha and Frump — are
atrong, but how well we do will de-
pend on the development of some of
the other runner,”

lust week, 15.50. Stambaulion was

first (18:14) followedd by Howell
(18:19), Rajdl (18:27), Simpson
(18:35) andd Deuel (18:

“The hest part of having n team
kiku 1o i they're wo close time-
Welch sald, “They're going
lu fred off cach other nm.l that's
going to help us out there."

Howell and Simpson had scason-
best times of 17:33 and 17:48 lost
year, respectively. Stamboulion was
hurt most of last season but worked
hard duting the offscason as did
Deuel, according to Welch.

The team also includes five addi.
tivnal frexhmen:  Jordon  Soffin,
Jeremy Crane, Andrew Tomasin,
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