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Perfect palring:: Maureen and Jerry Christensen own a
American Speedy Printing Center franchise in South-
field, as well as one in Bloomfield Hills.

Print biz brought
twosome together

By Lanny O'CoNNoR
STAFF WRITER

When it comes to & romance,
Maureen and Jerry Christensen get
more than their share of ink. In the
beginning, it was usually sp )

the Americana Theatre for the
premlere of “Star Wars,” ho nsked
her for a date. Twa years later they
marriced.

On the buslness side, the Chria-
tensens ly left the franchi

over each other.

They met 14 years ago amid the
hum of the printing press ot an
Ametican Speedy Printing Center
in Lothrup Village. Today, they
own two franchises in Southfictd
ond in Bloomficld Hills.

She serves as president at the
Bloomficld Hills American Speedy
Printing Center, He's the vice-pres.
ident. At the Southficld locntion,
the titlen are reversed.

And at home?

“We're both presidenta,” sald
Maureen Christensen, who is also a
mother with two childeen, Jillinn, 6,
and Michelle, 11.

Running a printing business
keepa a couple in a state of perpetu.
ol motion. She handles the books
and snles for both offices. He oper-
ates the presses and trains employ-
egn.

He's rather good at the Intter, ne-
cording to Maureen, who was a co-
op student freab out of Birmingham
Groves High School when she came
fnto his ahop looking for a job 14
yearn ago,

derry taught Maureen everything
he knew about the print business.

An they continued to work togeth.
cr 8 fandneas grew. When the com-
pany was sponsoring an outing ta

[ng group they were partners in and
atorted their own bualncsses in the
present locntions.

‘There are pluses and minusca ar
a couple involved in the same busi-
ness. One of the practlcal aspecta in
belng able to cover for one anothes,
And, if one of the partnera comen
home and nays he or she s in & bad
mood, the other understands,

"Taking the busincss home with
you , .. It's always table talk,”
Maurcen said, "In fact, we've even
woken up in the middle of the night
to discuss a problem. He will wake
up in the middle of the night and
nak me about a job."

‘The Chriatensena ore not unusu-
al in that vespect. With the
franchlsing boom of the ‘804, many
couples have entered the en.
trepreneutrial field,

Maureen, who ie a consultant and
marketing tralner for Amcrican
Speedy Printing, says many mor-
rled people step into the business
with one spouse mannging the busi.
ness while the other maintains a
full-time job.

Business and family,

’ case, nre
It's great,” Maureen naid about
the fomily business, *We have met
no many different peaple.”

in the

Off the Cuff wants your suggestions

Got a suggestion for an individual
The Eccentric can highlight in Off
the Cuff, an occasional feature that
facusea on ordinnry people with ex.
traordinary flairs for fashion? 1f you
know an Observer & Eccentric area

reaident ~~ man, woman or child —
with a distinctive clothing sense, be
it classic, trendy, homespun ar out.
rageous, give us a call at 644-1100,
Ext. 242,

Pagéant from page 1C

“I hnve appeared ot the Troy Op-
timlst Club,” sho said. “They gave
me $100.” The Optimiata are letting
Clark uac part of thelr booth during
‘Troy Daze, the clty's annual cele-
bration, Friday-Sunday, Sopt. 26-
27, "I will socialize and afgn suto-

graphs. Thore will bo a donation
bax”

Clark's parents — Pastor Kent
W. Clark of tho Graco Gospel Fel-
lowship in Sterling Helghts and his
wife Pam, a counsclor — are behind
her 100 percent. Sald Paator Clork,
who sat In on tho Interview In his
study at their Troy home, “Her
dod'a not golng to be able ta foot the
Lill for living expenses and the
clothea.”

Describing her father's role in the
beauty competition, Clark said,
“He'a my manager and financlal
adviser,”

He handles publle rclations for
her, and admits that at present hia
PR cfforta may leave something to
Le deslred, Although Pastor Clark

oesn't tetl p he

[N

test at the age of 17, Clark entered
Misa Michigan Perfect Teen and
won out of 81 girls. "'l had to pro-
vide my own gown, which cost $500,
and earrings.”

Sho wore a silky satin, straight
dreas with matching bluo cryatal
carrings. “We got somo spansors for
hee, but we provided most of the
money,” Pastor Clack recalled.

“Whon [ won that pageant, | won
$1,000," she anld. “I bought a
sequinned whita gown to wear to
the national competitlon.” The
gown coats $1,200, camrings $100
and shoes, $100. “The {addltionnl}
money came from mom and dad’s
pocket,” ahe said.

Another oxpense, besides the
gown, was in having a costume
mada for the natianals, to represcnt
her atate, For the “Winter Wonder-
Jand” theme, she wore a bodysuit
with white fur, and n white fur
mufl, and ice nkates with the biades
removed,

Fur the bathing sult part of the

[ sho bought an $80

is a miniater, he sald it aounds kind
of funny when he tells them he is
looking for donatlons and that he ia
her dad.

Gifts from God

Dad la a low-key, genial kind of
guy. “I've tried to instill in her, any
tolent, abilitles and looka she haa
are gifts from God," he sald. The
image he wanta to preject for his
daughter is “a good, clean whole-
some look.”

Shannon Clark, the fresh, young
benuty, said of her parents,
“They've instilled in me my morals
ond values | keep.”

After winning the Miss Troy con-

Active In sports
Athletleally Inclined, Clark ran
teack, played soccer and volleyball

DOUGLAS EL SUSALLA

She's a winner: Being crowned Miss Troy was her first
beauty title, won by Shannon Clark when she was 17.

America, which will cost more than

$2,000, and sl) those other ex-

pensen, [ want to do as many
Inga | +

n as 1

ond was captain of the bask
team at Troy Athens, where she wos
dunted in 1990, "F've been ploy-

plain white it from Hud.
son's. “For all the pageants, suita
have to be clean cut that form your
body, and not too skimpy,” she ex.
plained. “You have to look elegant.”

Clark was fourth runner-up in
the national pageant for Miss Per-
feet Teen.

Last yeor, she entered the Miss
Michlgan Unlited competition, and
made it to the top seven. This year
the local contest has become part of
the Mlss World America pageant.

1t's cosy for the public to bLe
canfused by which beouty contest is
which, among the many conducted
each year. “Misa US.A, Miss
America and Miss Warld America
= these are the top three, that go
live nationatly on TV,” Clark said.

Room mates from page 1C

ing sporta all through middle school
and high school, and P've wanted to
be a broadcaster,” sha sald.

Ctark dates Jim Kelly, quartcr-
back for the Buiffalo Bills football
team. In local personal appearanc-
5, she has been working with De.
trolt Pistons banketlisll star Isiah
Thomas on o program calted Shape
Up Michigan, where celebritics
apenk to kida at public parks and
arcnas.

“I talk nbout self-ceteem and
feeling good obout yourself,” she
sald. She is paid for her trave) ex-
penses and her appearancen In the
program.

But she needs sponsara to help
pay for the gown far Miss World

Eral
can,” she said. “They can pay mo to
sign autographs and to speak. What
they give me, I expect (o give some-
thing back.” .
Anyone intcrested in being a
sponaar can contact Clark by writ.
Ing P.O. Box 4382, Troy, MI £48098.

“I would love to get the city of
Troy and local civic groups and

business people to support her, It
will be a nationally telovised event.
It will bo gol for our city,” Pastor
Clark said.

Locolites who want to sce the
beauty queen before Troy Daze ar-
rives may want to attend the Little
Miss Troy and Junior Miss Troy

pageants, aponsored by the City of -

Troy, Sept. 11, where she will be a
contest judge.

head-on. In those instances, find a
mediotor nnd talk it over. Resie
dence adviscrs are ususlly good at
being Mom and acttling disputes.
DON'T:
# Nake assumptions. It's alwayas

Helpful toll-free numbers

A number of agencies and govern.
ment depertments offer free infor.
motion or advice on o wide variety
af subjecta of interest and service to
older adults and their familics, Fal-
lowing 15 a list of tall-free numbers.
Operators wilk be happy to answer
your queations or direct you to
other proper information sources.

AT&T Speclal Needs Center 800-
233.1222

Alzhelmor's & Relnted Disordern
Center 800.621.0373

American Cancer Socloty 800-
ACS-2345

Your Old Fur Can Be
Styled Inte A Zip In

Nexthwesien Haghwty
A nhuet
352-7112

Northeast corner of Six Mite Rd.

When you're lpoking for the FINEST FABRICS

END OF SEASON SALE
WINTER WOOLS - 35% OFF
DESIGNER FABRICS - 35% OFF

SUMMER COTTONS - 40% OFF A
SPECIAL THROUGHOUT STORE - GOOD theu Sept. 26, 1992

CLASSIC FABRICS

MON., WED., FRI. 10-6/TUES., THURS. 10-8/5AT. 10-5
17126 Farmington Rd. » Livonla

Catch The Spirit!

Please join us for the annval

TEMPLE ISRAEL
FAMILY PICNIC

Monday, September 7, 1992 — 11:30 s.m. until 3:30 p.m.

Tring your family, friends and ncightors and share in our

COMMUNITY SPIRIT!

f1°s 8 great time for members and prospective members o soe what our temple family has 10 offer

OPEN TO ALL AT NO CHARGE
LOTS OF FOOD, FUN, FRIENDSHIP & ACTIVITIES .

Ball Jump, Moonwalk, Fony Rides, Clowns, Jugglers, Peiting Farm & MORE!

Festuring Spocial Appearsnces by

Flying Aces Profenslonal Frishee Team & Orchard Lake Middle School Jasz Tand

BLOOD DRIVE
In assoclatlon with the Michigan Red Cross

| FOOD DRIVE
bring in & can of food fof the neady

WE NEED YOUR HELP! Can you Grift 8 Hot Dog? Pour Pog? Pop Popeom:
BLOOD DONORS ARE CAITICALLY REEDED! PLEASE CALL TO BCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT

TEMPLE ISRAEL

. £725 Walnut Lake Road, Easl of Draks, ves. Bicomteid » 681-4700
?... TO VOLUNTEER CALL 881.5700
EN

anfer to check pians out with your
roommate. Even if he hosn't en.
tered the room in weeks, be sure he
won't need it before you Invite your
friends — ot gitlfriend — over.

® Bo afraid to say no. Compro-

Amoriean Couneil for the Blind
B00-424-BG666

Amerl Dlabetes A 1at!
800.232-4372

mise s nll well and good, but if you
really don't want to do romething,
say so. I you cave in too much, your
roommate ends up expecting it from
you and you end up resenting your
roommate, all of which will Tead di-
rectly to a buildup of bad karma in
the room.

® Borrow stull. Reslly. No mat.
ter how much you moy like your
roommate, borrowing or lending
atuff [n almost always a bad idea;
eventunlly, the lender tires of look-
ing for her clotheaftoothpaste/tire

iron and finding them minaing. The ,

little perks of shering just aren't
worth a silent war,

@ Chip In. This Is n variation of
the “borrowlng stuff” idea. Many
roommates, trying to be friendly on
the first day, hlt upon the faintly
socinlist idea of chipping in equally
for groceriea, supplies, cte. and
sharing them equally, As anyone
who read “Animal Farm™ can tell
you, however, someone will inevi-
tably give leas snd take more, which
will leadgo closs struggle.

We've Got You Covered

WITH SAVINGS OF 20% TO 40%

WEARDATED'
CARPET

AR Kuawiv

That's right, You name the oom and AR, Keamer Elaoring has the quality campeting and floor cov-
ering you need to mabe it Tuok its very best, Whethee it's a plash pile for the Tiving room, a nigged
weave fur the den, or semething durshle and fun for the Litchen, AR, Kramer's friendly professionats
have it all at & price you can sffual. » And right aow ot AR, Kramer Floorin
of 20% to 40% on Karastan and Bigelos Weae-Dated” Carpeting, Wear-Dated Carputs with lack-in
stain protection, 1o make sure the Took you huy is the ook you bvep. o Visit us st AR, Kramer
and discover the hig difference expert, depemdable seevice van make, AR, Keamer Flooring, when

it comes 1o quality brand-name carpet and ﬂmting at affordable prices, we've got you cavered.

15900 Minnirarer Ruan o Livosia

@ you'll find saviegs

Bigolow
( g{@a)lb

322 $300
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