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Realtors: HUD pact
boosts fair housing

-BY WAYNE PEAL
Starr Waitesn

Studics show metre Detrolt is one
“of the most hecvily acgregated arens
In the U.S,, but area Realtors point
to a noewly-nigned agreement as
proof of thelr contlnuing commit-
ment to falr housing,

A voluntary affiematlve maorket-
Ing agrecment — VAMA for short
— was signed Wednesday by the
Western Wayne Oaklond County
Ansociation of Realtors and the
U.S. Department of Housing and
Urbon Development regional office,

‘The agreement is a pledge by Re-
altora to support fair housing. It
also provides guldelines for Realtor
training.

Approved by HUD Secretaty Jack
Kemp in July, the document re-
places a previoun, 17-year-old ogree-
ment between the federal govern-
tnent and houalng profesaionals,

*“Thia is a much slmpler docu-

Latl L

ter, sok) “ateering” 1s atlll a prob-
lem.

“I'vo never been told 1 couldn’t
buy a home in a specific neighbor-
hood, but when I was luoking to buy
o hume in Beverly Hills T had a real

estate person try to steer me into | &

another area,” he said.

Minoritics who Integrate certain
communities atill feel 8 “chilling ef-
fect,” Including croas bumings and
additlonal harassinent.

“You're not going so find a lot of
Afelcan Americans In Dearborn or
Sterling Helghts,”™ he sald. “African
Americans don't feel comfortable
there."

‘There were 102 complaints filed
with the HUD fair housing office
over the past 12 munths, including
rentals and home sales, office direc-
tor Ruth Featheestonu said.

“That's fnlrly typical," she sald.

Realtors  currently receive wix
hours of training In fair housing taw

ni — one heur through the

ment,”
Marta Salnt-James said. “The old-
or one hadd some very specific provis
sions.”

Deapite its leas restrictive nature,
Saint-d, said the
would prove effective.

She noted, howevee, that fair
housing progress in mutro Detroit
has been slow.

“Bigotry ia still o problem," she
snicd. “You're dealing with people’s
kutn, how they feel inside.”

Though it dlidn't prompt the new
agreement, housing segregation hes
long been a major orea Issue.

Robert Willis, vice president of
the South Oakland NAACP chap.

wtate Department of Commerer,
three through the Equal Employ
ment O, ity C and
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Where canyou finda
pediatrician at 8
a

171, 0N
; nd?

Introducing Children's
Hospital of Michigan
Lvening & Weekend

Pediatric Center.

Now your childron et les e the
speialsiee Uwy el St oan”
Dunig the cvening. On ssevhends
Evenntiotideys

Staffed by podeatrici afiband
wath Clubfr's kapitd of Michiggn,
the avnter Juklio not-uergen
copudtions when your chikd's reput
phiysician i ot avalable, Mer 2 s bt
wlhe coter, we ll proade your
child's phasicanswith follow-up
eport s e of e can contitne

{313) a27.0102
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INTERFAITH
UNAFFILIATED

STEPPING STONES
TO A JEWISH ME

Ay
Starts Octobee 751983 51
Tempie Emanvel, Dax Park,
Wi 46237 ¥om 130 10 330
% A oo
Octoow 4, 199

REGISTER NOW 661-5700
A communtty project for children of

two more through a Renltozs associ-
otion program  called  "Project;
Pride.”

Realtors ore members of a trode
organization  representing  about
50,000 rea) extate profesvionals na-
tlonwide,

Salnt-Jnmes, a native of Argenti-
na, vald foir houslng is her petsonal
crusade.

“I've lived all over the world,” whe
said, "In wome places, [ won in the
maojority, in others the minority. 1
know what it feels like.”

Open housing center
looks for volunteers

The Onkland County Center for
Open Housing s sending out this

grant. Some of the menuy is going
toward o bus to help prospective
h () 1

menssnge to suburbant
If you care abuut |

yros tour bon areas,
“That's hing we've never

help un.

For the first time, the two.year-
old center secks subuzban volun.
teers interested in being volunteer
welcoming  agents  for minority
group members interested in mov-
ing into wuch Detroit sulurhs a9
Birmingh Truy, Bl I
Hills and West Bloomficld,

"It's o new concept for us,”
apokeswaman Ann Wettlaufer sokil.
“It's something we've alwsys want-
ed to do but we haven't hod the
money to do."

‘The money — $10,000 — is com-
ing frum o Kellogg Foundstion

had, cither,” Wetttouffer xaid.

The rent In going towsrd a project
coordinator,

The progeam i initially targeted
for the Royal Oak/Haze) Park arca,
though Wettlnofer said it would
noon expand into Troy nnd “up the
Woodwar corriddor”,

Volunteer welcomers will - be

trained by center staff,

“Many minority group members
are apprehensive about moving into
the suburbs,” Wettlaufer wakl. “We
oui volunteers will help case
their fears.”

tretment, al eeewary:
Ooreentet is heatad un The I
Mahcal Cettee's Labwer Campus

inlertaith families developed
by the Conservative and Roform Rabbdy

the Max Fisher Foundatoa.
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“More activities...
More friends...
Fewer worries...

That's why we chose
Oakbrook
Apartment Homes.”

“It's a retirement comenunity. that's anything but retie
ing Oakbrook Apattment Homes olfer spacious apart-
ments with housckeeping included. <o we can do the

B things we want to do And 1hey have specially planned
autings. interesting classes and sodial events. so there
are always things 10 do and new friends 1o meet thats
why we like Qakbrook. it retiremeal living that alfers
us more

} you're looking for a retirement community that lets
you live how you want to llve, and keep your Indepen-
dence, discover Qakbrook Apartment Homes in
Dearborn, Oakbrook provides residents with 24-hour
sccurity, transportation, banking scrvices, outstand-
ing dinlng, and spectally planned outings. And with
contlnulng care services available through Oakbrook
Common, you'll have assistance with daily living
nceds, or long term care, If you ever need it.*

Oakbrook Apartment Homes are part of the Oakbrook
« Common Retlrement Community. Phase 11 constructlon
i has begun. So call 1-800-642-HOME for more informa- vaf
tion or send In the coupon below,

Oaltbrook residents Rulfi File amd Marjorie Fatirney

Apartment Homes
AC ity For Acti inded Seniors

Oubifievok Common Retiremvnl Commuanity is ot subsidiney of
Ontowond Mealth Serviees. t won-genfit rorporation

A s steny o et
—— . ————— f— — ——

Please send information on Oakbrook
+ Apartments Homes.

Name ._‘5
-
Addivss L
City . . R
Stae Zip =]
Phonet ¢ g
Oakbrook C et C

Ta431 Rotunda Deive Deatborn, A 18120
$ KOO-012- HOME oot
———— - — —t—— -



